Itwas ny privilege fo compete

in and judge the apilily portion
of the Canadian Australion
Shepherd Nationals, 2005,

[ appreciated that they chose to
include all breeds of dog in their
agility trials as this meant that I could
run iy Labradoer Eetniever on the
Friday of the competition and had a
chance to watch all the Aussies run
too. [ was frustrated that T had so
many things on that weekend that I
did not get more time to watch the
herding and the duck "herding”. That
concept fascinated me but I only saw
it from a distance It amazed me that
alarge dog could be gentle and
pattent encugh to herd ducks. (This
1z coming from an individual that
chooses to live with dogs that are

trained to carry ducks around).

The Friday of the competition was
cool but ctherwise pleasant and we
had a great turn out for the agility. I
was very impressed with how many
Aussies were multi-tasking; in that
they were rushing from agility to
herding or obedience ot the
conformati on nng, demonstrating the

versatility of the breed.

Cn the Saturday I was in the ring
mdging; of course that day had to
dawn with pouring rain and very cold
temperatures. Butthose same tough
agility people still shewed up to run
their dogs - even, I must add, dogs

that were also competing in the
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conformation ring. Wet Samoyveds and Aussies don't look quite as
stunning in the conformation ring as dried and fluffed ones do - but
again agility people are tough andthey still pulled up to the start line
with their hardworked coiffures’ drooping more by the minute.

Hopetully the conformation mdges understood.

Then again it was interesting to watch some handlers run around the
ring in the boots they obwiously just wore in the herding ring. I
always wear soccer cleats when I compete, the tough Aussie handers

made 1t around very eff ectively in their boots.

Ireally enjoyed watching all the dogs run even though it was
soaking wet and so cold that T started to worry for the muscles and
litnbs of both the dogs and the handlers. As I rapidly lost
communication with my hands and feet due to the cold and wet, the
agility field also began loosing its resemblance to afield and became

more like abog.

Dog after dog (or I should say Aussie after Aussie) began to slip in
the tunnels or on the turns and my worry increased. After the first trial
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agifity continned

of that day was done the committee
very wisely approached me about
cancelling the second trial, I
concurted as did most of the half
frozen handlers (I was completely
frozen). Part of e was not sorry but
part of tne was having fun watching
all the different styles of Aussie do
their thing and show their versatility.
But it was the appropriate thing to
call off the tnial before someone fell

atid became tnjured.

COwerall LThad a good time and the
preparati on that was put into this
event was evident in the organisation
and the great prizes given out during
the awards presentations. ITreally
appreciated the opportunity to be part

of this event.

Thanks Aussie people from the Lab

QeSO

Eiersten Llovwd.
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Judeing the Canadian National Australion Shepherd
Associafions first Nafional Specially was an honor and

privilege.

I was very impressed with the effort put forth by vour Show
Chatrman and Committee.  Everything was covered: the hospitality
was supeth, the show tself ran like clockwork, and the awards were
definitel v outstanding. I've always liked awards that are useful and all
vour awards were just that, You had a wonderful tasty banguet and

such afun raffle  we wanted so many of the items.

The quality 1n yvour Aussies was very good throughout the entry
making many of the decisions very difficult. Tenjoved being a part of
vour Mational and if this first eff ort was an example of what vou are
going to do inthe future I can predict vou waill have many very

successful Mationals,

Thank vou again for the trust and privilege of judging vour show and

I wish vou much success with future endeavors.
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