By Virginia Cummings

Confarmation Judges cnd
Chedience Judges look upon
invitafians fo officiate af

specialiies as an honour. When one is namincited
s o perspeciive judge and ulimately elected, if is af
particilar significance. When the club inmvolved is
the natianal club far one’s awn breed, the honour
is even more greaily felf in that if is avole af
confidence and respect hestowed upaon the recipicit
judee. Pve been blessed aver the vears and have
heen selzcted to fudee varionus National and
Provincial Specialiies huft the higgest honour came
when fwas invited fo judee the first ever Canadian
Neational Ausiralian Shepherd Chlih’s event.

The evening befores the trials, weni to the venue in
arder fo view wy ring and acclivatize pyselfio s
configuraion, gic.

The first ingression I had upon entering the area,
Weas the overwhelpang sense af team e flort and
co-aperation that had taken place amongsi the
arganizing caneniiiee and members, There on fabiss
fadern with prizes was the largest and nicest array af
prizes dve ever seen. Une of the crganizers greeted
e and together we foursd the fablss.

The guality was incredibis,

There were “old Aussie Pals 7 milling around ar
Waifing far their turn in the fun obedience match that
waas fadang place. Sowme came aver o say hello. If the
inciviclual wasn 't entered under me the next day, we
shared a kg and a quick caich-up an where our fives
had talen s If the person was exntered, the gresfing
weas fmited fo “calch vou afier the trials 7

2005 Mati onal Obedience Judge

A Page from a National Obedience Judge’s Journal

[ had a chance fo visit with some af these jolis the next day
— athers [ missed and wish [ could have had a chance jor a

quick chat,

The next morning as [ was setfing up wy ring. [ feli the
energy Hiat always accompanies an obedience frial but it
was sweeler because the only bresd I saw was our
Australian Shepherds.

Chur breed cames in such a variety af colours, sizes and
shapes hal ifis particulariy interesfing to s8¢ S0 Many
represeniatives gathered together. The imowledge that wy

Judge = book would only st Aussies was just plain exciting.

I seanned the group of exhibitors warming their dogs up
Jar the about-to-begin trial and thought that fraining
methods are as varied as our bresd. Folls were happy,
however, and there was an abnosphere of sood-cheer.
Cluce we were inio the swing af things, [ was siruck with
the similarity our breed exenplifies while working.

The Aussie has @ unigue expression when working., ffis an
expression af guiet confidence and abilitv. This nofion
hadn t occurred o me before due to the fact that D'd not
Fudeed so many Aussies an ane day.

Cine after another the handler [ dog teams stepped inio the
ring and sefup fo begin their indbviduals. One affier
anather, the dogs locked up atf their handlers with the same
inds af expressions — “we 're here —we re fine —we re

gonna be greatl”

The dogs were insnaculate. The handlers were fdy and
had dressed up a bl in honour of our event. Some
exhibilors were exireme [y nervous — Hat’s never a surprise
- and as a judge, I irv o set folls af ease. When ['m
exbibiting [ iry to remember that Dm there for wy best
Friend and it is py job fo sef py nerves aside and be aware
af how my dog is doing and what fean de o make the
experience xicer for kim ar her. After all, wmoy dog didn i
ask e fo parficipate in obedience fraining and friafing but

rather ic a willing parficipant in a spart for which [ have o
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@ passion and is happy fo go along
With me irving o respond fo my bidding.

set- Uy and the first Siep-Off are
crifical o the fone of the round., Time
and again [ was struck by the fuid
meverments af the dogs. | saw Aussies
accommodaiing their handler s goofs.
I saow Aussies trving their basi fo
maintain heal posiion as handiers
stepped foo wide ar too short. [ saw
Aussies and handlers moving together
in unison as would really great ballroom
dancers. My high in trial feam
exempdi fied this ad of fluid dancing.
Heaut full [ saw quiet cornpnunication

and love betwean handlers and dogs.

Because the Aussie is such an athleis,
I sanw the same kinds of bodyv-use over
and over again and [was paricularly
struck by this because af the
confarmaiion af our breed. Whether the
individual is a breed ring winner or nol,
the Aussie has the body shape that
allows for some preffy inpressive
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I saw Aussies perforning about-furns
while hurning around the handler on an
cuiside lead —no small feat as the dogs
waoriking this maneuver were aff balance
and vet they somehow managed o
mctiniain position. Aussies dogs stultar
step in arder o mainiain proper heel
pasifion and accommodate quick,

urexpected movemenis an the handler’s

part; I saw dussies finding their
stride upon approaching the jump:
I saw Aussies piciing up the
drmbbell wiile af the same fime,
pivoiing on a front foot in arder o
place the hind foot where the front
Jaat had been in arder ta hurry
back io the handler; § saw Aussies
gathering their rears into
themsaives in order fo sif wiile

MAIRiaining o slationary front

posifion; | saw Aussies maintaining

stave wiile keeping their alfeniion
an the fask af hand rather than
gazing upon their neighbours and

guings-on outside the ring.

I saw a great breed parficipaling
in abedience, conformation,
herding and agifity -- and best af
aill, when the frial was finished and
I was saving “hello ™ to some of
these wanderfiul dogs, [ saw the

aften present Aussie grin.

What a cool bresd!

There were some special awards
made that dayv. A couple put a
furmg in my throat and made
presentfing the honowr all the
sweeter because af the special
cornechon | had fo the parficular

dogs, The junior handlers were

delichifil and 18 was such fun io see

them so pleased with their rounds

and their dogs.
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