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Greetings fellow CNASA members… 

 

What would we complain about if we didn’t complain about the weather?  Our spring here in Ontario was cold and wet, 

our summer ended up with a July that was (hellish) hot with not a drop of rain.  But it seems that Mother Nature has 

relented, and August has, for the most part, been perfect.   Since I’m writing this in August to make the deadline for the 

fall issue I have no idea what our autumn will be like, but remain hopeful for a lovely Indian Summer. ☺ 

 

Unfortunately the CNASA Stockdog Trial in conjunction with the Corgi Club’s Herding Trials at Sue Jewell’s the end of 

July had to be cancelled due to insufficient entries to even cover expenses.  It seems that the current economic 

situation is having an impact on everyone! 

 

In Conformation we’re looking forward to the Regional Specialty in Manitoba in November, and two more boosters 

here in Ontario, one in October and one in December. 

 

Our membership continues to grow, and there has been positive feedback regarding the Member Packages. 

 

Plans have had to be altered for our Fourth National Specialty next year.  It was hoped that it would be held in Halifax, 

but due to projected expenditures that were beyond our control, and for which there was no other option, the Board 

made the difficult decision to put a halt to the Halifax plan.  The 2012 National will once again be hosted by Ontario, 

and (pending CKC approval) will be held between October 10th to 14th. 

 

As I write this it is our hope that the 2012 Nationals Website will be live by the time you receive this newsletter.  If it 

isn’t I can promise that it soon will be, so please visit it (http://2012national.cnasa.ca) and see what’s planned.  And 

PLEASE visit the Sponsorship page to see what will be needed.  Sponsoring a class or two is one way that everyone 

can help, and that is help that is very much appreciated by the National Committee.  

 

As always I’m happy to hear from any members with ideas or suggestions for things the club should be doing (or doing 

better) so don’t hesitate to get in touch please. 

 

Wishing you all a happy and successful fall with whatever you and your Aussies will be doing!  

 
 Until next time… 

 

 
 

 

http://2012national.cnasa.ca/
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2010  Top  Agility  Dog  Showcase  2010 Top Agility Dog Showcase    
Denim - aka Ch. Garrison's Forever N Blue Jeans, 

AGN, AGNJ, HT was my pick puppy from my first 

litter which was co-bred with Cathy Bishop using 

"Paris" - Ch. Caitland's Walk on the Wildside, AGI, 

AGIJ, RA and Ziggy – Ch Cobbercrest Puttin' on the 

Ritz AGX, AGXJ, CGN RA, CD, HT. 

 

 

There were three girls and one boy in that litter.  We 

felt an incredible responsibility as we watched them grow and tried to make sure their start in life was one we 

could be confident were contributing to stable, healthy Aussies.  I remember trying to be so practical about the 

pups and not fall in love with one that may not have turned out to be the "right" one for us. ..but my husband 

and I knew I was in trouble when my eye kept returning to the little blue girl who was often the first one into 

"trouble" and demonstrated a variety of escape routes out of the whelping box! 

 

Denim is relatively soft and loves to please us.  She finished her Championship easily as a pup and garnered a 

Best Puppy in Group along the way. We started working on foundation flatwork with her at a pretty young age 

and continue to be coached by Carolyn Dockrill here in NS along with the occasional seminar when we can get 

away to one!  Whether its agility, frisbee, rally etc - she is happiest when she is with us doing anything - even 

just walking on the local trails or swimming at the beach.  She gets along really well with other dogs and loves 

people - she is a love bug in an Aussie body!  Her siblings are in a variety of situations as companions who are 

also active with agility and disc dog and other activities.    

 

My husband and I have alternated running Denim competitively and we have found that does better in her 

agility runs if we really push her. If we "ease up" or let her know she has made a mistake she tends to worry 

and slow down more so we try to make each run as fast and fun as possible for her.    t 4 years old she is really 

starting coming into her own in agility.  We struggled for a while with her weave poles and spent part of last year 

Continued….
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working on the 2x2 process and her speed and confidence has increased exponentially - I highly recommend 

the process to anyone who wants to enhance their dogs weave pole performance. One thing we really worked 

on early with her was start line stays as I never properly held my criteria ith her sire and I regret it!  

 

We have very limited CKC agility events here in the Maritimes - usually only 1-2 trials per year so to hear that 

Denim was the top dog was quite a pleasant shock here at Garrison. We usually play in AAC as that venue is 

frequently offered in the area.  Agility is our primary performance focus here but we also play in rally obedience, 

herding and disc dog when we can. 

 

We are currently looking at potential sires for Denim's first litter later this year and are excited about what her 

future holds.  We have truly been blessed to have the opportunity to have Denim's mom, Paris as our 

foundation bitch here at Garrison through the support and mentorship of Cathy Bishop of Caitland Aussies.  

Thank you Cathy for giving me the opportunity and trusting Stephen and I all the way "out here" on the East 

Coast!  

 

We appreciate the effort of CNASA to recognize the accomplishments of club members and their dogs in a 

variety of venues.  Thank you and congratulations to the other "Top Dogs!" 

 
 Lisa & Stephen Dahr  
 
Garrison Australian Shepherds (CKC/ASCA Reg'd.) 
 
Nova Scotia, Canada 
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NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 
 

Zone 1 – Jessie Dare 
 
Hello CNASA Members, 
  

Well the summer has just flown by and finally here in BC we are enjoying some nice hot weather.  Hope you all were 

able to get out and enjoy some quality time spent with your Aussies. 

  

So far this summer BC was host to a very successful herding trial on Vancouver Island and Mary Lou Booth has kindly 

sent an update from the trial for us all to read. 

  

Report from Vancouver Island CNASA members 2011 Herding Committee: 

Janet Hicks, Jo Thibault, Louise Blackburn, Charmian Traverso, Mary Lou Booth 

  

We had two very successful Sheep arena trials on Sunday, June 26th, 2011 at THOMSON Farm in Cobble Hill, 

Vancouver Island.  Marti Parrish of Justus Aussies judged both trials.  It was a beautiful day and the Australian 

Shepherds did very well. We held a Herding Instinct Test earlier in the year and a raffle the day of the trial to raise 

some funds for prizes.  We were able to show a nice profit this year for the club. 

We are meeting again this fall to discuss next year's dates and will be contacting the executive for approval once we 

have come up with some dates. 

Seven of our BC Aussie Teams have made it to the National's Showcase which is being held in Langley BC 

Thanksgiving Weekend. 

  

Jo Thibault and Gunny Started 

Louise Blackburn and Will- Started 

Irene Manley and Quinn-Started 

Charmian Traverso and Riva- Intermediate 

Nancy  Barker and Striker-Intermediate 

Nancy Barker and Billy- Advanced 

Irene Manley and Osa-Advanced 

(Sorry if I missed anyone) 
  
Until next year. 

Mary Lou Booth 
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Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped put this trial together and make it a great success!  And a huge 

congratulations to the 7 teams that made it to the National's Showcase, something to be very proud of for sure! 

  

Again I would love to hear from the BC members and I encourage all to participate in this wonderful newsletter with 

advertisements and articles that interest you.  Chances are if they interest you they'll likely interest others as well. 

  

Jessie Dare 

sendoaaussies@gmail.com   

CNASA Director Zone 1 -  BC/Yukon 
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NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 
 

Zone 3 – Rhonda Shewchuk 
 
Hello CNASA Members, 
  

We’ve been busy this summer! 

 

We are planning Manitoba’s first Regional Specialty and we are hoping to see many of you there!  There will be an 

opportunity for *4* sets of points in the all-breed show!  We are working with the Manitoba Australian Shepherd Club to 

include an ASCA obedience trial and conformation show!  Details are being worked out – watch for updates!! 

 

 And we have a LOT of brags from Manitoba/Saskatchewan!!! 

  

Shawna Wiebe has had an amazing summer, and there’s a long list of accomplishments for Kinring bred dogs: 

CH Kinring's Zenyatta – new CH! 

CH Kinring's Azeri – new CH and twice RWB to ASCA majors on her first ASCA weekend out! 

CH Kinring's Pick Up Sticks – new CH, multiple group placer and puppy group winner. First weekend in ASCA - 5 pt 

major and a RWD to a 5 point major! 

Kinring's Precious Jewel – has picked up 9 points! 

CH Kinring A Fox In Socks – new CH, multiple group placements and multiple puppy group wins! 

Kinring's Made For Loving - multiple puppy wins in Belgium! 

CH/ A-CH Kinring's Honor and Valor CGN PCD TT HT – New A-CH, first Aussie in CKC to achieve this title!  Altered 

group winner and BIS winner.   Multiple group placements and puppy group wins.  ASCA altered pointed. 

Kinring's In The Nick of Time CGN PCD CD – new CGN PCD and CD this year! 

ASCA/AKC/CKC CH Kinring's Napoleon - BOB winner over specials. 

CH MOTCH Kinring's Flying Ace  ASCA STDds, CDX;  AAC EXST Bronze, SGDC, ADV.Gamblers, ADV. Snooker; 

NADAC TG-N, NAC, WV-N, TN-N – new agility titles! 

CH Kinring's Deuces Are Wild CD ADC NAC TG-O – new CD!  10 trials, 9 HIT, average score 198.8 - also picking up 

his AAC ADC and NADAC NAC and TG-O titles! 

CH Kinring's Dark Angel FDCh-S - earned her Flyball Dog Champion – Silver title 

 Kinring's Chase N The Dream FDCH-G - earned his Flyball Dog Champion-Gold title 
 

And we’ve had a good summer too: 

Uproar Sparks Will Fly RS-N GS-O JS-N – is now ASCA altered major pointed!  
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ATCH-II Uproar’s Gonna Make Ewe Hurry STDsd RS-E-SP JS-E-SP GS-E-SP (ASCA mjr pointed) – new ASCA 

STDsd titles, also earns her ATCH-II!! 

CH Uproar’s Paint It Black – new CH! 

ASCA/CKC CH Uproar’s Too Hot To Handle ASCA STDsdc RS-E GS-E JS-E CKC HS – ASCA Elite agility titles 

and closing in on her ATCH!  Multi HIT Agility, multi reserve HIT stock!   

 

But along with all the accomplishments in the Zone this summer came the sad news of the loss of Jackie 

Tomayer’s Ice. 

 

Our sincere sympathy to Jackie on the loss of her beautiful boy – we can only imagine what a huge hole his 

passing has left in her heart…. 

 

Rhonda Shewchuk 

rsdogs@gmail.com 

CNASA Director Zone 3 -  Saskatchewan & Manitoba 

 

 

CCHH  CCaaiittllaanndd''ss  CCaauuttiioonn  BBllaacckk  IIccee    
HHII,,  SSTTDDddccss,,  JJHHDDss,,  CCDD,,  AASSCCAA  CCDD,,  FFDDCCHH--GG,,NNAACC,,TTNN--EE,,  TTGG--

EE,,EEJJCC,,WWVV--NN,,JJSS--EE,,  RRSS--NN  
CNASA Herding Top Dog 2006 

Dec 25, 2003 - Aug 17, 2011 
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NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 
 

Zone 4 – Marney Cook 

 
Hello Ontario and CNASA members..  
 
Wow where has the time gone??  Our summer finally arrived in July and boy was the heat on!!  Here are some of the 

happenings for our Ontario CNASA members... 

 

Congratulations to Clare Park on finishing her second CKC champion this season Kinring A Fox In Sox...  Foxy did it in 

style at Algoma KC with multiple Group placements, and Puppy Groups!! 

 

Foxy's brother Declan Kinring Pick Up Sticks finished at our first CNASA booster this season at Hamilton KC..  He 

followed that success with a 5 ASCA major in Cato, NY at HONYASC.. 

 

Lisa Wensley completed Trio's title at Sarnia..  McGraw's brother Nitro garnered 7 points plus several Group & Puppy 

Groups at Muskoka..  Trio is a Molson x Tudor cross and Nitro is from the successful Breaker x Brooklyn cross.. 
   

Gail Stephens has had a good start with her pretty young Player daughter Kirrabilli's Goosebumps pointed from 

Bobcaygeon..  Gail's Scotty lass Joliefilo's I Believe At Kirrabilli won points at Ontario County in June!!   

 

Karen Cunningham completed handsome Coup's championship at Bobcaygeon now CKC Ch. CedarPaws n' Terwin 

Coup de Ville..  Coup rounded out that with a WD 5 point ASCA major at HONYASC!! 

 

Well done girls!!  I enjoyed the brief visit with you all at the show on the Wednesday :-).. 

 

Sue & Roger Meulmeester have had a productive season so far..  Congratulations to you both on finishing Ninebark 

Here Comes The Sun's CKC and ASCA championship..  Congratulations also to breeder/co-owner Valerie Yates..  I 

believe Roger has had some wins with Tango through the summer months..  Again Congratulations to everybody :-).. 

 

Sandra & Gary have had a busy first summer with their beautiful little daughter Abigail..  Some nice ASCA wins for 

Tease, & Glamour!!  Lots of fun Rocking the Docks for their dogs & family too!!! 

 

This news was missed for the Summer Newsletter..  Anna Hewson had a great run at the Soo shows Victoria 

Weekend!!  Ch. Thunderun That's The Spirit (Hayley) earned three Group 2nds, three Group 1sts and a BIS!!!   
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Thunderun Stroke Of Midnight (Skid) took 3 points in the classes..  Anna also won the Raffle Basket :-)!!  Now 

that's an awesome weekend by anyone's standards!! 

 

This show season has so far seen quite a number of Aussies placing in the Group..  We've also had a number of 

youngsters garnering BPIS awards!!!  That's really exciting for us all :-).. 

 

Please drop me a line Ontario competitors in all venues!!  I would love to include your successes in the Quarterly 

Zone Notes!! 

 

Marney Cook 

blktri@vianet.ca  

CNASA Director Zone 4 - Ontario and Nunavut  

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:blktri@vianet.ca
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NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  
 

Zone 5 – Caroline Carrier 
 
À tous les membres de la zone 5 (Québec),  

 

Si vous avez des questions ou des idées à nous partager, vous pouvez communiquer avec moi en tout temps, je suis 

toujours heureuse de partager avec tous et chacun sur notre belle race qu’est le Berger Australien.  

 

Actuellement, je suis à travailler à trouver des expositions intéressantes pour pouvoir faire quelques boosters pour 

l’année prochaine et j’aimerais pouvoir rejoindre le plus de membre possible de notre zone.  Si vous avez des 

suggestions ou des questions à ce sujet aussi vous pouvez m’en faire part. 

 

Au plaisir de vous rencontrer! 

 

Caroline Carrier  

sweetnsour@hotmail.fr 

CNASA Director Zone 5 – Québec 
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NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  
 

Zone 6 – Angela Slauenwhite 
 
Hello CNASA Members! 

 

It’s hard to believe that another summer has come and gone!!  Things have been pretty quiet in Zone 6 for most of the 

members.   

 

But we're ever so pleased to report that Phyllis McCullum's lovely girl Harper, MBIS Can Ch Clearfire's Dreaming In 

Color AKC/CKC CD TD CGN HIC, is CNASA's newest Hall of Fame Dam.  Congratulations Phyllis and Harper !! 

 

Lisa and Stephen Dahr were in Ontario early in August for the AAC National Agility Finals and did NS proud.  Lots of 

ribbons went home with them including a pretty turquoise 9th place standard for Miss Paris!  Congratulations Lisa, 

Stephen, Paris and Ziggy !! 

 

And Stephen Dahr trekked back to Ontario in mid-August - this time to Williamstown to judge at the Hilltop Agility Trial 

put on by Bev Hurst and crew... 

 

Here at Novacoast Aussies, Collin and I managed to keep busy!   Several of the puppies from our first litter born earlier 

this year have hit the ring and done us proud.  And on July 11th, we welcomed our second litter.  You can read all 

about our great summer in our "brag",,, 

 

Angela Slauenwhite 

angelaandcollin@hotmail.com   

CNASA Director Zone 6 – Atlantic Provinces  

 

mailto:angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
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DDeessiiggnneerr  GGeenneess  --  GGeenneettiicc  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  oorr  MMiisseerryy??  
By: Catherine McMillan 

 

In the early 1970s, Miniature Schnauzer breeders embarked on a program unprecedented and unduplicated in any 

popular breed: to eliminate the genetic defect that caused juvenile cataracts. Research had established that 

juvenile cataracts (CJC) were transmitted as autosomal recessive with complete penetrance and were present at 

birth. Early diagnosis permitted the use of test-breeding, sanctioned by the national breed clubs, in which certified 

affected dogs were paired with mates whose status was unknown. A litter of normal eyed puppies was known to 

generate a mathematical probability that the tested dog was clear (the more normals, the better his or her odds), 

while the diagnosis of a single affected puppy proved the dog a carrier. 

 

There is no argument that the program met its goals. A breed with an estimated 40% carrier rate emerged from 

two decades of test breeding with show lines cleared of the defect. It was a spectacularly successful example of 

how a breeding community can come together to eradicate a defect… and cause devastating damage to the gene 

pool. 

 

EEnntteerr  SSttaaggee  LLeefftt  
 

It has been written that, as a result of the process to eliminate CJC, over 200 American Champions were retired 

from breeding.  Important kennels quietly closed up shop, taking distinct family branches with them, and bitches 

were sent exclusively to test-bred stud dogs. It was a lonely time for an untested male. 

 

Around the same time as CJC was defeated, PRA made its entrance.  In a few short years, several leading sires 

were revealed to be carriers and retired. There was no test-breeding program for this late onset defect, so it 

became a lonely time for the stud dog or bitch with a carrier ancestor. The gene pool contracted again. 

 

Had this been the end of the troubles there may have been time to pause and reflect on what was happening in 

the big picture, but this was not to be. A novel defect appeared on the scene – a muscular disorder called 

myotonia congenita. This problem found a solution in short order as a DNA test was developed, allowing breeders 

to identify carriers with a simple blood test. Those were retired, too. 

 

My choice of the word “retired” has, of course, been deliberately inappropriate here. In the world of dogs, “retired” 

is usually a euphemism for “sterilized”. As a device for preventing genetic defects, it must rate as one of the most 

destructive practices ever employed. 

 

In a sensible dog world, quality carriers of genetic disease might be pulled from widespread use, but they’d come 

Continued…. 
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out of “retirement” for special occasions (i.e., for research breedings and/or the general advancement and 

preservation of rarer family lines). However, the dog fancy – and, by extension, breed clubs – have never been 

famous for our ability to apply knowledge sensibly. There is a common caution against throwing the baby out with 

the bathwater. In purebred dogs, there is a tendency to gather up the siblings, cousins and parents and throw them 

into the dust as well. We “improve” our breeds by killing them off one family branch at a time. 

 

When I first began breeding nearly 30 years ago, I accepted the conventional wisdom that largely prevails to this 

day–that genetic defects are the exception, that carriers should be removed from the gene pool and that health is 

more important than beauty. 

 

But, as John Maynard Keynes said: “When somebody persuades me that I am wrong, I change my mind. What do 

you do?” 

 

MMaannaaggiinngg  tthhee  UUnnmmaannaaggeeaabbllee  
 

A few years ago, some bright bulb at the Canadian Kennel Club launched a grand scheme to create a Code of 

Ethics. One of the rules proposed for this set of stone tablets was “Thou shalt not breed a carrier”. I recall writing to 

one of the Board members at the time to congratulate the CKC for devising an edict that would result in the 

immediate eradication of a number of breeds. For there are breeds today in which every single member is not 

merely a carrier, all or nearly all are affected with a genetic  defect. The peculiar nature of Dalmatian urine 

chemistry is the most famous example. 

 

 

Even in breeds with more moderate disease rates, the policy would have eventually resulted in genetic collapse 

and extinction. That’s because every normal living being is thought to carry in the range of 5 disease mutations 

within their DNA.  In breeds with few founders and extreme bottleneck events that average may be much higher. 

As molecular genetics digs into the DNA of our four footed friends, it is revealing gene frequencies that are nothing 

short of staggering in some breeds. In English Springer Spaniels, for example, a mutation that elevates the risk of 

PRA has been identified and a DNA test developed at the University of Missouri-Columbia. Of the dogs tested, 

only 20% have been found to be clear of the gene while over 40% tested as affected. Dobermans have similar 

carrier rates for the bleeding disorder, vWD. 

 

TTiimmee  ffoorr  aa  CChhaannggee??  
 
The purpose of this article is not to cover the ground of nuts and bolts genetics. There’s simply not enough space 

and I don’t have the right letters after my name. There are many good texts available that cover the science, as 

well as a number of authoritative Internet sources. It is recommended that you seek the most recent material you  

Continued… 
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can find as many of the popular canine genetics books of the past are now obsolete. 

 

What I hope to provoke is an examination of some of our traditionally held beliefs. “Thou shalt not breed a carrier” 

served us well enough when diagnostics were primitive, most carriers escaped detection, and conditions now 

known to be inherited were dismissed as environmental or simple bad luck. This is no longer the case. 

 

Unfortunately, a little knowledge can be dangerous. The discovery of extreme carrier rates in a breed has the 

potential to overwhelm breeders who have always held that their primary goal was to produce healthy dogs. It’s 

depressing to think of how many aspiring breeders accepted as an article of faith that quality foundation stock, 

good intentions and careful testing would result in good health...only to fail. They’d start over, fail again, become 

discouraged and move out of the sport. Now we know why. 

 

The bottom line is that much of what we thought was wrong. Now, for the sake of our breeds, we need to change 

our minds. It is no longer a question of “eliminating” gene defects from a breed. We can only ask which ones, how 

quickly and should we even try? For this reason, it is imperative that breed clubs take the lead and reform outdated 

notions about “ethical” breeding practices and the advisability of “retiring” animals before they can leave positive 

contributions to the gene pool. 

 

D

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diivveerrssiittyy  iiss  KKeeyy  
 
One of the most important factors in maintaining a healthy breed population is preserving genetic diversity. Genetic 

diversity is important for survival and adaptability within species, but dog breeds are not species. They are 

purpose-bred populations that have undergone selection for specific traits or behaviours. It is not enough to simply 

survive; they have a job to do. Nonetheless, within closed gene pools, genetic diversity is central to infectious 

disease resistance and the availability of normal alleles when mutations arise. 

 

There is little disagreement on that point, but there can be great disagreement on the best means to achieve it. 

One camp believes in outcrossing, de-emphasis of “show ring” traits and performance standards, and even 

selected infusions of other breeds. Another camp holds that a healthy diversity of successful breeders who work to 

preserve and develop distinct family lines is the best way to preserve genetic choice. I happen to belong to the 

latter. 

 

Before one begins, however, one must first define “successful”. Or rather, one must understand how success is 

defined in any breed. It is not a matter of interpretation; it is a matter of record. 

 

A few years after I began showing and breeding Miniature Schnauzers, I realized that no historical archives existed 

for champion producers in Canada, in the way they have always been catalogued in the US. So, I began gathering  

Continued… 
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the data from old CKC stud books and issues of Dogs In Canada, starting with the first recorded champion in 

1933.  Somewhere in the middle of the project, I had an epiphany. Everything that I had been told to believe was 

wrong: Health is not more important than beauty. 

 

Beauty is more important than health. 

 

Next Issue: It isn’t important that we all do the right thing, it is only important that we don’t all do the wrong thing. 

Forcing everyone to do the same thing risks forcing everyone to do the wrong thing. 

 

 

This article was first published in Canine Review and is printed here with the kind permission of the author.  The 

second part of Designer Genes will be published in the Winter edition of the Quarterly. 

 

Catherine McMillan is a noted breeder of Miniature Schnausers and a freelance commercial artist living in Delisle, 

Saskatchewan.  Her dogs and her art can be seen on her website http://www.katewerk.com and she blogs at 

http://www.smalldeadanimals.com

 

 

http://www.katewerk.com/
http://www.smalldeadanimals.com/
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SSaalluuttiinngg  oouurr  nneeww  HHOOFF  DDaamm  
 

 

Congratulations to Phyllis McCullum (Starwood Aussies) on the occasion of her girl Harper - MBIS Can Ch Clearfire's 
Dreaming In Color AKC/CKC CD TD CGN HIC being named as CNASA’s newest Hall of Fame Dam. 

 

 

In addition to her HOF status Harper was the CNASA  Top 

Conformation dog in  2005, and the list of titles after her name is 

proof positive of what a multi talented girl she is! 

 

When asked about Harper  Phyllis wrote:  

 

I have to thank her breeder, Jacqueline Campbell and also the 

owners of the dogs who have earned titles to make this possible for 

Harper and me.   

 

I hope Harper's offspring have inherited her willingness and ability 

to continue working into her senior years, she's still going strong at 

10 years of age, competing in rally, agility, the occasional 

appearance in vet sweeps classes and I'm hoping to finally train the 

rest of the utility exercises this winter and get back into the 

obedience ring with her. 

 

 

 

Well done Phyllis and Harper… 
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TTeeaacchhiinngg  WWeeaavveeppoolleess  uussiinngg  tthhee  CChhaannnneell  MMeetthhoodd  
                                                                                                                                    By Joyce Roessner 

 

First, a disclaimer. I am not a professional dog trainer, I don’t teach agility classes, but I do love agility and have 

been fairly successful at it. This is a description of the method I used to train my youngest dog to weave. 

 

Weavepoles are one of the most difficult pieces of agility equipment for a dog to learn. Weavepoles make no 

sense to a dog. Most of the other behaviors required in agility are somewhat natural for dogs and could be found 

when a dog plays – jumping over obstacles, climbing along things, even footing that moves when they step on it. 

But reliably weaving in and out of poles stuck into the ground in an even pattern is not something a dog would ever 

conceive of doing on its own. This makes it one of the more difficult pieces of equipment to teach. It also happens 

to be my favourite piece of equipment! When it is performed well, it is very fun to watch. 

 

There are any numbers of ways to teach weavepoles. Some will work better for your dog than others, and what 

works for you may not work as well for someone else. Clean Run (an agility magazine) has devoted entire issues 

to the different methods of training weavepoles. There are gates, guidewires, clickers, harness work, 2 by 2’s, 

luring, footwork and so on.  You have to decide which equipment is available to you, and which method seems to 

click (no pun intended!) with your dog and you. 

 

For some reason, weavepoles seem to cause a great deal of stress to dogs and handlers alike. This can cause 

performance problems for dogs as well, because they sense this stress as they approach the weavepoles. The 

handler is thinking of any number of ways for things to go wrong – is the dog going to hit the entrance, is the dog 

going to do all 6 (or 12), is the dog going to run past them and pretend they don’t exist!! This stress is translated to 

the dog. I quite often see dogs shut down around weavepoles in competition, refusing to do them, running past 

them or doing them very slowly. You don’t want to see that – weavepoles need to be performed happily and with 

speed!! Weavepoles also need to be treated by your dog as one piece of equipment, not 6 or 12 different pieces of 

equipment, and that is difficult as well.  

 

I started working weavepoles with my youngest Aussie when she was about one year old. Because I had decided 

to try the channel method with her, initially there was not a lot of bending required so I felt this was a safe time to 

start.  My other two Aussies had learned with guidewires, and gates & harness work, but this time I wanted to try 

something different. 

 

The equipment I had available was a set of 12 fold-up weavepoles sold by Paul's Agility Works in Edmonton 

(http://paulsagilityworks.com/) and a set of flexible guidewires sold by Tuff Mutt Agility equipment 

(http://home.comcast.net/~tuffmutt/).  This is not a sales pitch for either company; I am just trying to give you an 

Continued…. 
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idea of the equipment I was working with. The weavepoles are not true channel weavepoles but their design allows 

you to use them as a modified channel.  The guidewires are very soft tubing with clips on the ends that snap on to 

the weavepoles. 

 

When I started training the weavepoles, I set them up in a straight line so there was a chute down the middle. 

Envision a large W and that is what 5 weavepoles would look like, one at each point, and extend that to 12.  I 

always used 12 weavepoles, I did not start with 6 and later increase it to 12. I started by setting her up directly in 

front of the entrance, and calling her through the channel to me with a toy as a reward when she got to me. I 

wanted her to run as quickly as she could straight through the line of weavepoles. Did I mention she is 

EXTREMELY toy motivated?? She will turn herself inside out for a toy, which makes training very easy. If your dog 

prefers food, a food tube works well. We did that maybe 5 or 6 times a day for a week or two. I gradually changed 

that to leaving the toy at the end, and running beside her as she ran down the channel. As she became 

comfortable with that, I moved laterally away from the weavepoles so she was used to me not being right beside 

her, and I made sure I ran on both sides of the weavepoles. Once she was happily doing that as quickly and self-

confidently as I wanted, I started sending her through the channel with me just standing at the entrance. I would 

change positions while doing the weavepoles, working from either side and working from either end. I wanted her 

to get the idea that no matter where I was her job was to get to the other end of those poles as quickly as she 

could, and all the way to the end. If she popped out of the poles and did not go right to the end, she didn’t get her 

toy. No corrections, she just didn’t get the toy. 

 

I also started to narrow the channel out as much as I could by starting to pull the weavepoles a little straighter. This 

was done very gradually, there was still room for her to run straight down the middle. I went back and started again 

as I did originally, by calling her through the poles to me, then running beside her, then sending her through, and 

mixing it up as well. You need to be aware of your dog, watching to see if they understand what they are being 

asked to do, making sure they are not stressing over anything, that they are happy and enjoying what is being 

asked of them. If at any point things are not working, you need to take a step back and do what you have to do to 

make your dog successful. I was always looking for speed, excitement and confidence from her. We trained 

maybe 4 or 5 times a week, but never doing more than a few iterations each day, always ending on a good note. 

 

As I narrowed out the middle chute, I added my guidewires. They are flexible, so would snap on the poles no 

matter what angle they were at. The guidewires provided some extra insurance that she could get the correct 

performance and be successful again. They provide ‘corrections’ to her by showing her the required performance 

so I did not have to be nagging at her. Muscle memory patterning was starting to happen. Again we did the same 

iterations – calling her to me, running on either side of her, sending her through. 

 

Next I straightened the entrance pole out slightly so that she had to work a little to find her weavepole entrance. 

For those who are not familiar, weavepoles always have to be entered with the dog on the right side of the first 

pole. No matter what angle the dog comes toward the weavepoles, that is the correct entrance and must be 

Continued… 
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performed or the weavepoles are faulted. Again, the guidewires helped her with this performance. I started setting 

her up at angles at the entrance, so she had to work the entrance from different positions, and had to think about 

what her job was here. It was very cool to see her mind working, figuring out what she had to do to get that toy. 

 

This entire process took several months. By now the weavepoles were almost in a straight line, with guidewires on 

them, and the first pole angled so it showed her the correct entry.   She was starting to have to bend around the 

poles, rather than running straight down a channel. I didn’t want to see her physically hitting the poles, as that is 

much too hard on a dog’s body. 

 

Next step was to completely straighten the weavepoles, but leave the guidewires on. Again I varied my positions 

while she performed the weavepoles, running on either side, calling her through to me, sending her through away 

from me. The guidewires helped her be successful.  As she began to understand the poles, I gradually removed 

some of the middle wires, leaving on the entrance and exit guides. I also started adding tunnels and jumps before 

and after the weavepoles, teaching her to hit the poles at speed but always find her entrance.  The tunnel or jump 

might be set within 10 – 15 feet of the weavepoles (which is a shorter distance than normal in the venues I trial in), 

so she had to collect to find her entrance. The tunnel after the weavepoles also added a distraction for her (most 

dogs love tunnels) but the guidewires ensured she finished the poles before she could take the tunnel. I also took 

my weavepoles on the road with me, taking them to work her in different places, so she was comfortable with them 

no matter where we were. 

 

I carried my guidewires with me for a good year or so for 

training, so if we ever had problems where things were not 

going so well, I would just snap them back on as required, so I 

was not on her case, I was not nagging her or correcting her, I 

was just helping her see what was required and helping her be 

successful.  

 

I am very happy with Shelby’s weavepoles. She one-steps 

through them, she loves them, she is not stressed about them 

at all – only in the sense that she can’t perform them nearly as 

fast as she would like to!  

 

Does she perform them perfectly every time? No she doesn’t, 

but she is pretty reliable for a young dog. And she and I are in   
complete agreement – they are our favourite piece of equipment!! So I feel our channel training has been 

successful. 

 

Reprinted here with the kind permission of the author. 
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What About Rally-O?  
                                                                                        by Laurie Albright 

 

Now that the Canadian Kennel Club is jumping on the Rally-O band-wagon, we’re seeing a real surge of 

people becoming interested in the sport. And why not? It’s obedience and it’s FUN! If you haven’t tried it 

before, you should check it out. And now, I’ll share the most important thing you need to know in Rally-

O… okay, the two most important things… 

  

#1. You should be having fun. Your dog should be having fun. It doesn’t matter which club you 

participate in, there are absolutely NO corrections allowed in or around the rally ring. If your dog has 

learned how to work with you using positive methods, this shouldn’t be a problem. 

 

#2. It’s all about heel position. Your dog really needs to understand where “heel” is and how to get back 

there if things go wrong. In the novice levels of all the clubs, the vast majority of the points are lost in 

poor heeling. Tight leash – PING, Out of Position – PING… those nasty points can add up in a hurry! 
 

So, how do you teach a solid heel position without correcting the dog? It’s not hard, but it takes some 

patience to start with. The basic idea is: reward when the dog is in the right place, ignore when the dog 

is not in the right place. Many people give up just before the “light bulb moment” for the dog. But once 

they have the idea that THEY can influence the receipt of cookies or play or praise, they start trying to 

figure out what makes you pay up. Then you’ve got it made. You end up with a dog that prefers to be in 

heel (that’s where all the good stuff comes from).  

 

One of my favorite training exercises is “doodling” – I don’t know who first coined the phrase, but it’s a 

good one! Start with your dog sitting in heel position. Take one step forward “up sit”. Reward when the 

dog is again sitting in heel. When you first start, you can lure, hold a treat in your hand just ahead of the 

seam of your pant leg (where you want the dog’s nose to be), as you move forward, so will your hand, 

so will the dog. When you can do “up sit” easily, start doing a one-step turn to the right, then a one-step 

turn to the left (this one is harder, since the dog has to scoot back to stay straight in heel position). One 

step to the right. (Oh, look! You’ve just taught the side step right!) One step backwards. (Okay, that’s an 

Excellent level move… but why wait to add it to your list of accomplishments?)  

 
When your dog can “doodle”, start adding a second step, then a third – presto! You’ve got a dog who  

Continued….. 
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heels! Once your dog is doing multiple steps and sitting when you stop, start being inconsistent. Wait a 

minute! INconsistant?!!! Yup. Sometimes you give a reward while you’re still moving. Sometimes you’ll 

stop after 3 steps, sometimes 30. Sometimes you’ll throw a toy and race the dog to it. Vary your 

reinforcement both in what you reward with and when you reward, this prevents boredom – nothing 

encourages lagging like boring heel work, and it’s a LOT of work to fix that problem! 

 

Oh, the other bonus to doodling? You can teach heeling in your kitchen when it’s snowing outside. Then 

when you’re done your training session for the evening, you can go to your computer and look up the 

various rally association websites and see what else you can train while you wait for spring!  

   

Reprinted here with the kind permission of the author. 
 

 

 

. 

. 



    THE  CANADIAN  NATIONAL  AUSTRALIAN  SHEPHERD  ASSOCIATION   NEWSLETTER                                                               FALL  2011 

 

BBrraaggss……  
From Angela Slauenwhite in Nova Scotia... 

 

Here at Novacoast we managed to keep busy!  Our Mylie and Ruger babies hit the ring and had great success in 

doing so.  We finished our first puppy the day after he turned six months old.  Jury, Ch Novacoast Burden Of 

Proof, ended up with two group 2nds, two group 4ths, four Best Puppy In Groups and a Best Puppy In Show at the 

Chaleur Canine Club in New Brunswick to earn his championship.  Jury was breeder/owner handled for all of his 

wins by Collin.  Our next champion out of this litter was Kiana, Ch Novacoast Hint Of Scandal who finished her 

second weekend out at the Island Dog Club in Prince Edward Island, picking up a group 2nd and Best Puppy In 

Group win along the way.   

        
On July 11th, we welcomed our second litter.  We had 1 red tri male, 4 black tri males and 1 black tri female.  The 

sire is Ch Thornapple Locked N Loaded “Ruger”and the dam is Ch BleuRoyal Thunder Of Victory CGN “Alice”.  

We are very excited to see what the future has in store for our second litter of Ruger babies. 

 

From Clare Park in Ontario… 

 

Gail Stephens never brags so I’m bragging for her because I just found out that she finished her boy Tye 

(Cedarpaw’s Tie1on At Kirrabilli) at the Markham KC show on Saturday Aug. 27th with a BoB from the classes and 

a Group 4th, and then on Sunday new Champion Tye picked up another Group 4th!  Congratulations Gail and Tye 

(and Karen) ☺ 
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BBrraaggss  CCoonnttiinnuueedd……  
From Bev Hurst in Ontario… 
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22001122  NNaattiioonnaall  SSppeecciiaallttyy  UUppddaattee!!  
 

Late in August the board made the difficult decision to call a halt to further plans for holding the 2012 National in 

Halifax.  The projected expenses for Herding Trials in the area were such that it was simply not viable and would 

have left the club in a very precarious financial position. 

 

With only a little more than a year until the 2012 National, and to comply with the CKC regulation about alternating 

National Specialties from west to east, Ontario will once again be the host for the National. 

 

At the time of writing (the last weekend in August) we’re only a week into the planning, so the information we have 

to pass along is far from complete!   

 

But we have a host club for the Conformation/Obedience/Rally events, plans are well underway for Herding, we 

have started contacting judges (and have contracted the Futurity judge), and applications for dates will be sent off 

to the CKC within the next few days. 

 

Scheduling for all the events is still to be determined, we have a number of Sub-chair positions still to be filled, and 

work has only started on the 2012 National website.  But it’s our hope to have these kinks all worked out and have 

a reasonably complete website up and running by the time this issue reaches you.  Please check out 

http://2012national.cnasa.ca for all the information – the website will be updated regularly. 

 

What we can tell you for sure is that (pending CKC approval) the 2012 National will be held in Ontario between 

October 10th and 14th 2012, and we’re working flat out to put together a National that will be a fitting showcase for 

our wonderful breed.  We learned a lot from the 2008 National, and while it was successful, we are determined to 

make this one even better!   

 

MOST IMPORTANT at this time is to remind you all that part of the Conformation aspect of the 2012 National will 

be our Second CNASA Breeder Futurity and the clock is ticking on getting your entries in for that!   

 

The Futurity Rules and Litter and Individual Nomination Forms are available on the website. 

 

The winners of the First CNASA Breeder Futurity went home with a fair amount of money as well as the pride they 

had in the dogs they produced!   This is a wonderful opportunity for breeders to showcase what they are producing 

and be rewarded for their efforts – the proof of your program is in your puppies!  

 

Continued…. 
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For all the Conformation events (Futurity, Sweeps, and Regular/Non-regular Conformation) we will again be 

working in conjunction with the London Canine Association’s three day All Breed show in Tillsonburg, Ontario.  

And I’m pleased to say that once again we will be able to have the judging outdoors in a big grass ring! 

 

We will not be offering “Aussie only” Obedience and Rally trials, but LCA does have 6 All Breed Trials for both 

those disciplines and we will be offering prizes for Aussies entered at one or two of the trials on the day of our 

Conformation judging.  Scores from the “boosted” trial(s) will be used for any dogs entered for MVA. 

 

Our Herding Trials will again be hosted by Heather Forbes at her Glen Erran facility.  Heather has stepped up to 

take on the job of Herding Chair, and will also be the Trial Secretary!  We simply can’t thank Heather enough for 

always being so ready to help out the CNASA in any way she can. ☺ 

 

Agility has yet to be determined – but we’re working on it!  We hope to find a club willing to run an All Breed trial 

that we can “boost” with Aussie entries.  And we hope to find a venue for the trial that would make it ever so much 

easier for competitors in multiple disciplines than what was done for the 2008 National.  
 

We only have about 13½ months to pull it all together so we have a very busy time ahead.  We’ll be writing to all 

the Ontario members to ask for help, but if you’re in a different Zone and would be willing to help please don’t 

hesitate!  You’ll be welcomed with open arms (and much gratitude). 
 

Once the website is up we’d love it if you’d visit the Sponsorship page and pick a class or an award you’d like to 

sponsor.  We were overwhelmed by member’s generosity for the 2008 National, and would be thrilled to do as well 

this time!  For your convenience we will again be offering payment with your credit card through PayPal. 
 

And taking a leaf from the 2010 National book we will be having a Silent Auction and would welcome anything 

anyone might care to donate for that.  Please contact our Fundraising Chair Gail Stephens if you have something 

for us to add to the table (gstephens27@gmail.com).  
 

We’d love to see you at the 2012 National - Ontario has wonderful Indian Summers, and Tillsonburg is located in a 

lovely part of south western Ontario less than 30 km from Lake Erie’s north shore.   West Jet has flights from most 

major Canadian centres and flies into Hamilton airport a little over an hour away, West Jet and Air Canada both fly 

into London airport which is less than an hour away, and Pearson in Toronto has flights from most major airlines 

and is (depending on traffic) about an hour and a half away.  
 

Lots more 2012 National news will be coming in the Winter Quarterly…. 
 

Cheers, 

Clare Park, Chair 

CNASA National Specialty 2012 

alchera@sympatico.ca  

mailto:gstephens27@gmail.com
mailto:alchera@sympatico.ca
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JJuusstt  FFoorr  FFuunn  !!  
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The  2011/12  Executive  &  DirectorsThe 2011/12 Executive & Directors
  

The CNASA directors for the 2011-12 term 

• President - Clare Park – alchera@sympatico.ca  

• Vice President - Debbie Markowski- Ironwill@Telusplanet.net 

• Secretary - Gail Stephens - kirrabilli@xplornet.ca 

• Treasurer - Kelly St-Jacques - hit2b@rogers.com 

Directors - at - Large 

• Zone 1 - B.C./Yukon - Jessie Dare - sendoaaussies@gmail.com 

• Zone 2 - Alberta - Kim Schmidt - kschmidt@canopycanada.net 

• Zone 3 - Man/Sask/NWT - Rhonda Shewchuk - rsdogs@gmail.com 

• Zone 4 - Ontario/Nunavut - Marney Cook – blktri@vianet.ca  

• Zone 5 - Quebec - Caroline Carrier - sweetnsour@hotmail.fr 

• Zone 6 - NB/NS/PEI/NL - Angela Slauenwhite - angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 

 

 

CCoommmmiitttteeeess  
 

Many members have indicated on their Membership Applications that they are willing to work on Committees.   

If you would like to bring your talents and hard work to one of these Committees  PLEASE DO NOT BE SHY!!  

Contact the Committee Chair (if named) or your Zone Director and let her know of your willingness to be a working 

member - you'll be welcomed with open arms!! 

 

• Public Information/Education - Chairperson - Angela Slauenwhite - angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 

• Constitution/Bylaws/Code of Ethics/French Translations 

• Hall of Fame and Top Dog - Chairperson - Caroline Carrier - sweetnsour@hotmail.fr  

• Health/Genetics 

• Membership - Chairperson - Clare Park - alchera@sympatico.ca 

• National Specialty - 2012 National Chair - Lisa Dahr - sdahr@eastlink.ca 

• Newsletter - Chairperson - Gail Stephens -  kirrabilli@xplornet.ca 

 

Brief descriptions of the work carried out by each Committee can be found on the website 

http://www.cnasa.ca/committees.htm

 

mailto:alchera@sympatico.ca
mailto:Ironwill@Telusplanet.net
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mailto:rsdogs@gmail.com
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