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Greetings fellow CNASA members… 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful summer with your Aussies.   

 

The weather here in Ontario was dreadful – way too hot and hardly any rain.  The only upside to that was only needing to 

mow once during July and August!  But I’m definitely hoping for a more temperate autumn. 

  

But it’s been a good summer for CNASA events! 

 

The 4th National saw us with a record entry for Conformation, and it was also a financial success and added a nice chunk 

of change to the club’s bank account!  We had Herding across the country with a successful Clinic in the Maritimes and 

trials in Saskatchewan, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec.  As I write this BC is gearing up for their annual Vancouver Island 

Herding Trials – always a success!  

 

Looking to the future, planning is already underway for the 2014 National to be held in Thunder Bay and chaired by Tanya 

Wheeler.  The dates for this are still TBA, and will need to depend on the dates and location of the 2014 ASCA National.  

We sure don’t want to try to compete with that for entries ☺  Plans should be firm by the time the Winter Quarterly goes out

so watch for updates… 

 

Getting back to the present – this is an election year!  Several of our long time board members have indicated that they 

need to take a break, so there are going to be some pretty big “holes” needing to be filled on the board!   

 

The Nominating Committee will be contacting all of you over the next few weeks but it’s not necessary to have your name 

put forward by the Committee!  Any member in good standing is eligible to stand for any position on the Board and 
any member in good standing can nominate another member! 
 
Complete information and the required forms can be found on the “Announcements” page of the Members Only section of 

the CNASA website -  http://www.cnasa.ca/members.htm (login required). 

 

CNASA is YOUR CLUB – get involved and help to make it the best it can be!! 

 

Until next time… 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.cnasa.ca/members.htm


 

               THE  CANADIAN  NATIONAL  AUSTRALIAN  SHEPHERD  ASSOCIATION   NEWSLETTER                                                                FALL   2012 

 

               

 

SSaalluuttiinngg  tthhee  TToopp  DDooggss  ffoorr  22001111  
 

Top Conformation Dog 2011 

 

Ch ThuneRun That’s The Spirit 

Bred & Owned by Anna Hewson 

 

 
 

Top Herding Dog 2011 

 

WTCH HCHA Tucker Creek’s Bows and Arrows  

HX RD OFTDsd PATDsc 

Bred & Owned by Tanya Wheeler 

 

 
 

Top Agility Dog 2011 

 

Lein's Won'tStop TiliIGetEnuf  ADC,SGDC, AG.N,  

AGNJ, RPT, DD, HIT CGN 

CRNMCL,CRNT,CRACL.CRAT 
Bred & Owned by Bev Hurst 

 

 
 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss!!  
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the time to devote to being a Director
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daughter, Isla, is so young!  She is ho

but has said that, if no one comes for
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od as the people who will commit the time, talent, and energy to run it! 

been blessed with dedicated individuals who are passionate about our 

active, vibrant, and visible national club to safeguard our Aussies.   

n is, after years of working for a club everyone can suffer “burn out” and feel 

 case for CNASA for the next term.  Three of our “long time” people have let it 

break and that’s going to leave some very big holes to be filled  

r the 2013/14 term.  Debbie was one of the founders of CNASA,  and has 

ver since the club’s beginnings.  She was also Chair of the hugely successful 
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Continued…
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One of our other current board members is ready and willing to take on a different position with a different set of 

challenges! 

 

Marney Cook, Zone 4 Director for the 2011/12 term, has indicated that she will let her name stand as a candidate 

for Vice-President for 2013/14. 

 

All the rest of the present Executive and Board of Directors have indicated their willingness to keep their positions 

for the next term.  (A complete list of the current Executive and Board of Directors can be found elsewhere in this 

Quarterly or on the CNASA website.) 

 

But that is NOT to say that the incumbents are “written in stone” – it simply means that there are individuals who 

are ready and willing to fill those positions! 

 

Remember: 

• Any member in good standing is eligible to stand for any position on the Board and any member in 
good standing can nominate another member! 

• A candidate may not be nominated for more than one office or position. 
 

If YOU want to get more involved with the running of YOUR club now is the time to step up and let your name be 

put forward for any of the positions on the Executive and Board of Directors! 

 

Sending in a nomination, or accepting a nomination, is as easy as it can be – just a mouse click if you opt for the 

electronic forms, and an up-to-date Membership list is in the Members’ Only section of the CNASA website, and 

links to the Nomination and Acceptance of Nomination forms are on the “Announcements” page of the Members’ 

Only section. 

 

• All nominations must be sent to the Secretary on the forms provided (either the Mail-in form or the 
Electronic form). 

• All nominees must send the Secretary an Acceptance of Nomination on the forms provided (either 
the Mail-in form or the Electronic form). 

 
Nominations are open from now until October 15th 2012. 
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Continued….
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formally rolled out at the Annual ACVO Meeting in October. 

  

Are there any differences between the OFA’s Eye Certification Registry and CERF? 
For the average dog owner, there are no significant differences.  The exam protocol, interpretation of results, and 

fees are all the same.  Eye exam results registered with the OFA will continue to generate certification numbers, 

and these will be forwarded to the AKC and displayed on the OFA website.  

  

Since there are no significant differences in registering results with the OFA or CERF, what are the 
benefits of one over the other? 
For the average dog owner, there are no significant differences.  The exam protocol, interpretation of results, and 

fees are all the same.  Eye exam results registered with the OFA will continue to generate certification numbers, 

and these will be forwarded to the AKC and displayed on the OFA website.  

  

Since there are no significant differences in registering results with the OFA or CERF, what are the 
benefits of one over the other? 
The primary benefits of the new ACVO and OFA joint Eye Certification Registry are on the backend.  The OFA has 

committed to more frequent and enhanced reporting of aggregate statistics regarding disease prevalence and 

progression by breed.  Enhanced reporting will be available for ACVO diplomates and for parent breed clubs.  

Regularly updated aggregate statistics will be made available to the public via the OFA’s website.  The OFA is also

establishing a Clinical Database of Ophthalmic Diagnoses to capture data from ACVO diplomates on canine eye 

exams in an institutional or practice setting where the dog is presenting for reasons other than a certification exam. 

The inclusion of this data will greatly enhance disease monitoring.  As a not-for-profit organization, the OFA will be 

sharing a negotiated percentage of all eye registrations with the ACVO Vision for Animals Foundation to support 

research leading to the treatment and elimination of ocular disease.  Submission of eye exams to the OFA will 

support all of these efforts and will maximize the value of data in a single central database. 

  

CERF exams are currently considered valid for one year.  What about the OFA Eye Certification Registry? 
OFA eye certification numbers will also be valid for one year from the time of the exam. 

 

If I previously submitted an eye exam to CERF, and submit follow up exam results to the OFA, will the OFA 
charge the initial or resubmit fee? 
In the above scenario, even though it represents an initial submission to the OFA, if a previous CERF submission 

on the dog is documented, the reduced resubmit fee ($8) will be applied. 

 

How should breed clubs that incorporate specific CERF language into their Code of Ethics, Breeder 
Guidelines, Advertising Requirements, etc handle the transition? 
Neither the OFA nor the ACVO can dictate how clubs handle these types of changes, especially since the changes

may be specifically governed by their club Constitution, By-Laws, or Operating Policies.  However, since the eye 

Continued…
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exam is the key element, not the registry, the OFA recommends updating such language in line with the 

following…”eye examination for observable inherited eye disease by an ACVO diplomate (ophthalmologist) with 

the results registered with either the OFA or CERF” . 

 

Can I submit a CERF exam form to the OFA’s Eye Certification Registry? 
Since the exam data is the same, the OFA will accept submissions recorded on CERF exam forms.  However, so 

the owner’s intent is clear, the OFA will require a signed note from the owner or authorized agent indicating they 

would like the exam results entered into the OFA Eye Certification Registry, and accompanying payment must be 

made to the OFA.  If a submission includes a check payable to CERF, the application will be returned. 

 
How will OFA assign eye certification numbers and how will they differ from CERF? 
The OFA will assign eye certification numbers for dogs found free of observable inherited eye disease.  Dogs with 

observable, but passing conditions (currently known as Breeder Option Codes), will be issued notated OFA eye 

certification numbers.  Dogs with observed eye diseases of significance will be reported as ineligible for eye 

certification numbers.  The OFA eye certification numbers will follow the same format as existing OFA numbers for 

other disease databases.  The following example illustrates the anticipated format:  LR-EYE-100/24M/VPI.  In this 

example, the first two characters indicate the breed, in this case a Labrador Retriever.  EYE indicates this is an 

OFA eye number.  100 would indicate this is the 100th Labrador assigned an OFA eye number.  These numbers 

are issued sequentially within breed.  24M indicates the age in months at the time of evaluation, and the sex.  VPI 

indicates that the dog was permanently identified via microchip or tattoo and the examining ophthalmologist 

verified the id during the examination.  Other possible suffixes would include NOPI (no permanent identification 

provided), or PI (permanent id provided on the application but not verified by the examining ophthalmologist).  Only

dogs with verified permanent identification will have their normal results automatically shared with the AKC for 

inclusion on their registration and pedigree documents.  Breeder option codes will be noted on the OFA report and 

on the OFA website. 

  

What will be the OFA’s policy regarding posting of eye exam results on the OFA website? 
The OFA will follow its existing policy for posting of exam results.  All normal/passing results are considered public 

domain information and will post and display on the OFA’s website.  Dogs with observable, but passing conditions 

(currently known as Breeder Option Codes) will have their results posted and released into the public domain, 

including the specific notation.  There is no option to keep a passing observable breeder option code condition 

confidential while releasing the passing certification number.  Non-passing results will only be posted and released 

if the owner authorizes disclosure. 

  

Will eye exam clinics continue to be held at dog shows? 
Eye exam clinics are arranged independently by the show giving club and the attending ophthalmologist.  There is 

no reason to believe that these will be discontinued. 
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TToottss  aanndd  TTaaiillss  
Written by Sandra Czarny… 
 

 

I have raised a lot of puppies!  So how hard can a two-legged child be to raise?   

 

That was my initial thought when Gary and I found out we were expecting our first child.  In a time filled with lots of 

emotion, hormones and changes, you have 9 months of preparing and prepping yourself for the new life you will 

be living.  But how about the dog family?  How were we to prepare them for the huge change that was coming?  

What if they didn’t like the baby?  What if there were issues?  How would we keep the baby safe?  How would we 

keep the dogs safe from the baby?  How would we do the introductions?  How would the dogs adjust to life with a 

baby?  All these questions ran through my head.  Gary, ever the optimist, just said “It will all work out”...Me on the 

other hand worried about the future.   

 

Our dogs were our children and things were going 

to change with the arrival of the baby.  Not that 

they wouldn’t still be our “fur kids”, but I started 

researching about children and dogs.  My biggest 

fear was that our child would be allergic to the 

dogs!  But this was something that I couldn’t deal 

with prior to the birth.  It was out of my control.  

What I could do, however, was prep the dogs as 

best as I could!  I bought a CD of “kids noise”.  

Crying baby, laughing baby, screaming children.  

That CD gave ME a headache!  But the dogs 

didn’t seem to mind.  I invited my friends with 

babies over so that I could see what reaction they 

had with a little on in our house.  Certainly not the 

same thing as bringing home “our” baby, but we  

were doing all we could to prepare the dogs for the impending arrival.   

 

Months before my due date, I was having dreams of our boy “Colt” being with me during the delivery.  It felt right 

and nice to have him by my side.  I knew he would be a big part of my child’s life and his presence was soothing 

and reassuring.  Funny how dogs are able to give us such comfort!   

 

Continued… 

 



 

               THE  CANADIAN  NATIONAL  AUSTRALIAN  SHEPHERD  ASSOCIATION   NEWSLETTER                                                              FALL 2012 

 

               Three weeks before my due date, I was harping on Gary that we still had so much stuff to get done before the 

baby arrived.  He said to me “Stop nagging, it’s not like the baby is coming tomorrow”….and so that is how I cam 

to have our baby early.  We definitely blame it on Gary!    

 

48 hours of grueling labour, I tried very hard to stay home as long as I could.  The dogs were keeping me calm and 

I was appreciating their snuggling…They knew something was going on and were very quiet…They did not even 

bark when all the midwives and family members came in the house to help me.  When we finally went to the 

hospital, we put the dogs away and told them that life as they knew it, was over!  We would be back shortly with a 

new pack member!!  We got to the hospital and things slowed down….we waited and waited and waited.  Things 

had come to a halt.  As the hours went by, we of course were worried about the dogs being home alone for so 

long!  So off Gary went to go home (a 45 minute drive one way from the hospital) to walk the dogs, feed them and 

then come back to be by my side.  Wouldn’t you know, I was fully dilated while he was gone!!  I called him on my 

cell and told him that he better hurry up and get back to the hospital or I was having this baby without him!!!  I won’t 

tell you how fast Gary drove to get by my side, but we both felt better knowing that the dogs had gone for a walk 

and were fed!  

  

That night, Gary and I welcomed to the world a beautiful baby girl we named Abigail.  Indeed, our lives were never 

going to be the same.  

 

 

We decided to go home that very night so we could 

be home as a family.  The dogs were quiet again and 

seemed to know that barking was not necessary.  I 

admire the dogs’ intuition and felt at peace knowing 

that I had done what I could to prepare them for this 

bundle of joy we had brought home.  

  

Over the next few weeks, we would let the dogs meet 

Abigail one at a time.  We brought her down to their 

level, let them sniff her and welcome her to the 

household.  Maybe Gary was right, things would just 

work out!  I will admit, the dogs did get less attention 

for the first 6 weeks after Abby’s arrival.  But they 

seemed to accept this and they seemed to have 

accepted her in the house.  Life slowly resumed to a 

new wonderful normal… 

 

Continued… 
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Today, Abigail is a beautiful and busy 16 month old.  She adores her 

dogs, and they adore her.  My biggest concern is the fact that Abigail 

enjoys to get licked by the dogs and will open her mouth for licks in her 

mouth (to which the dogs oblige)!!  Ew!   

 

The dogs enjoy spending time under her highchair and getting the 

scrap foods she throws to them (on purpose of course)!   

 

Abigail loves going to dog shows and disc trials and playing in the dog 

crates.  She is not afraid of dogs no matter what the size.   

 

I am also very happy to report that she is not allergic to them and a 

recent study shows that children living with pets are healthier than 

children living without them.  Abigail is going to be one healthy child!    

 

We are now at the stage where we have to keep her from being too rough with the dogs  She just wants to hug 

them and grab them to show them how much she loves them.  We recently purchased a book for her called “Tails 

are not for pulling”…Of course with Aussies, that isn’t an issue!! 

 

 
Continued…. 
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               I hope to be able to write over the years about Abigail’s journey with dogs.  Hopefully see her in the Pee Wee

handling classes and maybe a junior handler in the sports world too!    

 

Our life has been blessed with amazing dogs and now an amazing daughter.  Putting them together has been a

double blessing.  Life is good and we thank DOG everyday!  ☺ 

 

 
 

 

 

Thanks for a fun read Sandra!  We’ll be looking forward to more installments… 
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 -.Australian Shepherd Health & Genetics Institute • www.ashgi.org 

 

 a generally healthy breed, it is no stranger to genetic disease. The incidence of 

sing over the past 20 years. Dr. George Padgett's recent book, Control of Canine 

ifferent diseases for Aussies gleaned from the veterinary literature. This isn't as 
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ral years old. Others, like autoimmune disease, are genetically pre-disposed so 
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Continued ….
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University of Ottawa were reviewed and considered in estimating relative frequency of occurrence.  

 

Frequent Problems 
Hip dysplasia and eye diseases have long been recognized as frequently encountered problems in Australian 

Shepherds. HD and our two most common eye defects (cataract and iris coloboma) deserve that classification, as 

do a few other diseases and defects.  

 

(1) Cataracts are easily the most common of the breed's several eye diseases. Not all cataracts are hereditary, so 

it is important to have the dog examined by a qualified veterinary ophthalmologist to determine the cause. Any 

cataracts which form on he posterior cortical or sub-cortical area of the lens should be regarded as highly 

suspicious. If a dog has bilateral (both eyes) cataracts in this area and they advance over time, even slowly, they 

should be considered hereditary. Some other types may also be hereditary, but they are not as frequently seen. 

Most affected Aussies first show signs around 2-3 years of age, however inherited cataracts can start as early as 

one year or as late as 7 or 8. It is important to get annual screening exams from a qualified veterinary 

ophthalmologist so cataracts can be detected as early as possible. Results should be registered with CERF.  

 

(2) Dental Faults, including bad bites and missing teeth, are second only to cataracts in frequency. Fortunately, 

their health impact on most individuals is insignificant, but they do represent serious conformation and structural 

faults and should not be disregarded. Once rare, missing teeth are now very frequent some lines, largely because 

they have often been dismissed as "unimportant." Bad bites - overshot, undershot or anterior cross-bite (wry) - are 

encountered by most long-term breeders at some point. The inheritance of all these faults is probably polygenic, 

rendering them difficult to breed out and likely to become worse if attitudes remain indifferent. As they require no 

special screening to detect, breeders should take close note of every dog�s dental status and that of its relatives 

before using it for breeding.  

 

(3) Autoimmune Diseases This class of diseases has come out of nowhere for Aussies over the past decade. 

They ares considered as a class because individuals suffering from one may develop others and it is not unusual 

to have different autoimmune diseases occur in a single family. The ones most frequently encountered in Aussies 

are thyroiditis, lupus (discoid and erythmatosus) and generalized demodetic mange. There is a genetic pre-

disposition toward these diseases, but actual illness is precipitated by an environmental trigger. 

 

(4) Hip Dysplasia was first recognized in Aussies in the early 1970's. In spite of the fact that many breeders have 

been screening for generations, it remains a regularly encountered problem due to its complex inheritance 

(polygenic with environmental influence). The most serious cases are crippling and painful. Since both screening 

and disease registries are available, all Aussies intended for breeding should be screened and the results should 

be submitted to a registry whether they pass or fail. In lines where it occurs often, screening of non-breeding 

animals will give the breeder a better picture of which breeding animals carry a heavier load of HD genes. 

Continued ….
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(5) Epilepsy is perhaps the most frightening disease that an Aussie breeder or owner may encounter. Once rare, 

reports of affected dogs are becoming more and more frequent. At present there is no screening test for this 

disease, which usually manifests around 1.5 to 3 years of age but can occur earlier or later. The youngest 

confirmed case of primary (hereditary or idiopathic) epilepsy to come to the author's attention was 8 months old. 

Since seizures can occur for a variety of reasons, it is vital that any seizing dog be thoroughly examined and tested

by a veterinarian. Primary epilepsy will cause multiple seizures which will continue for the course of the dog's life. 

Untreated, they may become more frequent and/or severe. Some affected dogs can maintained on medication, at 

least for a while. Others will die. The increasing frequency of this disease is exacerbated by people who refuse to 

accept that it is inherited or who are deceitful about its presence.  

 

(6) Iris Coloboma is the second most frequently encountered eye defect. Affected dogs are born missing a portion

of the iris. The condition may be unilateral and almost always occurs in merles. It was once fairly rare but has 

become common due to the use of affected individuals for breeding and an attitude among some breeders that it is

unimportant. In most cases, impact on vision is insignificant though large colobomas can cause discomfort in bright

light. Iris coloboma should be detected on the dog's first eye exam but may be missed in dilated eyes if the 

coloboma is small.  

 

(7) Allergies A significant number of Aussie owners complain of their dogs having allergies. To some degree, this 

may be attributable to the considerable attention allergies receive in the popular media, encouraging owner-

diagnosis (and sometimes treatment) of problems which may not be allergies. However, there are sufficient 

numbers of dogs diagnosed with allergies in the Veterinary Medical Data Base that it is apparent breeders need to 

pay more attention to this particular health problem. Allergies are probably genetically pre-disposed, but 

environmental factors play a major role in their development. 

 

(8) Cancer, though not always hereditary in origin, was the most frequently identified non-accidental cause of 

death noted in Armstrong�s breed longevity study. The data on dogs from decades past indicated that most 

cancer deaths occurred in elderly dogs. However, the historical trend has been toward cancer death at younger 

age. The author is not aware of any specific type being more prominent than others. A breed cancer survey would 

be well-advised. 

 

Common Problems  
Though not encountered as often as the "frequent" problems, the following still occur with uncomfortable regularity

 

(9) Persistent Pupiliary Membrane will sometimes be noted when young puppies are examined. At this point it 

may not be significant; many PPMs are reabsorbed. For the purposes of this article, the author disregarded CERF 

statistics for PPM in dogs under 6 months of age. If PPM persists into adulthood it should be considered a 

hereditary defect. PPMs are often benign, however they can obscure vision or cause blinding opacities of the lens 

or cornea. 

Continued ….
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(10) Distichaisis, the presence of abnormal eyelashes growing toward the eye, is yet another disease that is 

increasing in frequency due to breeder disregard. Given that it can cause constant discomfort or pain to the 

affected dog and left untreated may result in severe corneal scarring, it does have a significant impact on health. 

Mode of inheritance is unknown.  

 

(11) Retained Testicles The author was surprised to discover in the recent ASCA breed health survey, that a 

significant number of people indicated they were owners or breeders of males with retained testicles 

(chryptorchid/monorchid). Retained testicles cannot produce viable sperm and have a significantly increased risk 

of developing testicular cancer. This condition is polygenic and while it is sex-limited, the genes may be carried by 

males or females.  

 

(12) Collie Eye Anomaly has become less frequent in occurrence over the past decade, probably due to the effort 

of breeders with affected lines to eliminate it once it's simple recessive mode of inheritance was known. CEA can 

be detected in a puppy�s first eye exam but may be missed if the dog is 8 weeks old or more, due to the "go 

normal" phenomenon. It should be noted that so-called "go normals" are not unaffected, but can no longer be 

diagnosed by visual exam. CERF statistics indicate that about 1% of Aussies are affected with CEA. This implies 

that as many as 18% may be carriers.  

 

The above frequently and commonly encountered problems comprise the Australian Shepherd's "Dirty Dozen", but 

there are a variety of less often encountered problems of which breeders should be aware. The diseases listed as 

occasional or rare problems, while not frequent but should still be treated seriously. Effort should be made to 

prevent their increase.  

Occasional Problems  

Patent Ductus Arteriosus is a potentially lethal heart defect. The first sign noted is usually a heart murmur, 

however not all murmurs are PDA. As the most frequently reported of the less common problems, PDA deserves 

careful attention from breeders. If a puppy exhibits a murmur that persists beyond four months of age, more 

thorough exam should be done to determine the cause. Some dogs with PDA will be cured by surgery and a few 

live relatively normal lives with no treatment at all. The condition is probably polygenic.  

 

Osteochondritis Desicans occurs when a bit of cartilage within a joint tears or breaks loose, causing pain. In 

dogs it most frequently occurs in the shoulder or elbow joints. When in the elbow, it is considered a form of elbow 

dysplasia. Fast growth, heavy bone or large size may be pre-disposing factors. Rottweilers and Bernese Mountain 

Dogs, for instance, frequently suffer from OCD. Affected Aussies are usually on the larger, heavier-boned end of 

the breed spectrum. However the author is aware of Aussies with OCD which were neither large nor heavy-boned. 

Mode of inheritance is unknown.  

Continued ….
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Corneal Dystrophy A review of the 1998-1999 CERF statistics showed, to the author's surprise, that this 

condition was reported in roughly one dog out of 200. It has the potential to seriously impact vision. Mode of 

inheritance is not known. It can be independently inherited or occur secondary to thyroid disease disease, which is 

not rare in the breed. The author speculates that at least some of the cases in Aussies may actually be due to 

thyroiditis and would recommend that affected dogs be tested for thyroid function.  

 

Patellar Luxation is often thought to be a disease of toy dogs, but larger breeds, including the Aussie, are also 

affected. It may affect one or both rear legs. The mode of inheritance is not known.  

 

Rare Problems  
While infrequent in occurrence, the following are here because there have been multiple reported cases of each of 

them.  

 

Porto-Systemic Shunt is a liver defect causing severe-to-fatal health problems. Mode of inheritance is unknown. 

 

Pelger-Huet Anomaly is a killer of unborn and newborn puppies. An incomplete dominant, any puppy inheriting 

two copies of the gene will not survive. Dogs with just one copy are almost always healthy. Carriers can be 

screened with a blood smear and should not be bred to each other. Offspring of carriers should be screened to 

determine their status. Where a non-carrier of the same cross is of similar quality, it should receive breeding 

preference over its carrier sibling.  

 

von Willebrand's Disease is a bleeding disorder similar to hemophilia. Mode of inheritance in Aussies is not 

known. VWD can be secondary to thryroid disease. Any dog which tests positive for vWD should also be tested for

thyroid function. 

 

Elbow Dysplasia has been receiving more attention from Aussie breeders over the past few years. If a dog 

exhibits continuing or intermittent front-end lameness with no obvious cause, it should be screened for elbow 

dysplasia. Any dog closely related to a dog with elbow dysplasia should also be screened. Mode of inheritance is 

polygenic. 

 

Rage Syndrome is a neurological disorder. The affected dog will suddenly attack anyone or anything in its vicinity,

without warning or any behavioral cue. The episodes are felt to be a form of seizure. Due to the extreme danger 

such dogs pose, and lack of any effective treatment, euthanasia is only sensible option. Mode of inheritance is 

unknown. 

 

Hemophilia types A and B occasionally show up in Aussies. Both types are X-linked, so the gene is almost 

always inherited from the dam. Affected males can pass it on if they are bred. Unaffected males do not carry the 

gene. 

Continued ….
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Muscular Dystrophy is another X-linked disorder that has been noted in Aussies and will be passed in the same 

manner as hemophilia.  

 

Strategies  
Every breeder who remains active for an extended period of time will encounter hereditary disease. When this 

happens, the worst thing one can do is ignore it or cover it up. Simple honesty would go a long way to reducing 

frequency of most hereditary diseases, but being open often exposes the forthright individual to attack and 

intimidation from those who feel their breeding programs will be damaged by the information. The dark side of 

human nature is far more difficult to cure than any hereditary disease. An ethical breeder must bear the slings and 

arrows, taking whatever steps are necessary to limit further genetic damage to his kennel and the breed as a 

whole.  

 

When a hereditary disease is diagnosed, the affected dog should be removed from the breeding pool. Aussies are 

a very populous breed. Many unaffected animals are available, so there is no need to breed a dog known to have 

an inherited disease.  

 

If a disease is life-threatening or has serious life-long health impact, and is also rare, stringent steps should be 

taken to eliminate all possible carriers to prevent its spread. A "scorched earth" policy with diseases which occur 

more often can have a deleterious effect by removing too many dogs from the population at once. For the more 

frequent conditions, first-step relatives of an affected (parents, offspring and siblings) should be removed from 

breeding and extreme care used when making mate selections for other relatives.  

 

If impact on health is moderate or minor and it is possible to identify carriers, known carriers should never be bred 

together. Preference should be given to non-carriers. If there is no way to determine carrier status for certain, 

individuals which have produced multiple affected offspring - especially with multiple and/or unrelated mates - 

should be assumed to be carriers and removed from further breeding.  

 

Conclusion  
Hereditary disease is a growing problem for the Australian Shepherd, but it does not need to remain so. If breeders

make conscientious efforts to reduce disease incidence through using available screening tests and disease 

registries, removing affected animals from the breeding population and, most importantly, being open and honest 

with each other, there is no reason why our breed cannot continue in good health for decades to come.  

 

 

Originally published in the 2000 Australian Shepherd Annual 

Reprinted here with the kind permission of the author 
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Zone 1 – Jessie Dare 
 
Hello Members, 

  

Well it's been quite the year in th

known to us as 'mosquito' seaso

time with the dogs was hindered

time of year and the dogs I'm su

 

Next on the agenda for BC is the

Vancouver Island Herding Trials
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disappoint for those who are ent

and 4 Arena Duck trials.  The po

go toward the 2013 Herding Sho
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many trials right at their finger tip
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have put on this very successful

thank them for their hard work o

appreciate your dedication to ou

to hearing the results from the tr

like to add them to the brags sec

  

Good luck to all of the competito

 

Jessie Dare 

sendoaaussies@gmail.com  

CNASA Zone 1 Director -BC/Yu

 

 
 

NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  
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ch an opportunity to have so 

s! 

 dedicated group of people 

 Herding Trial.  I would like to 

rganizing such an event, we 
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Zone 4 – Marney Cook 

 
Well another season has flown b

 

It has been a scorcher in more w

at London Canine in Tillsonburg

heat the dogs, owners, and hand

 

This was organized and pulled t

President Clare Park!!  Assisting

Stephens (Silent Auction), Kelly 

Wear), Valerie Yates (Promotion

Meulemeester (Hospitality)!!!  A 

 

A full list of the happenings is co

Special Edition of the Newslette

inbox less than 2 weeks after the

thank you to the Newsletter com

this out so quickly!!!  This and re

posted on the 2012 Specialty Fa

all interested parties in the loop.

ventures were firsts for CNASA!

will continue to work on new and

to advance our Club!! 

 

This has been a good summer f

shows at Kawartha with multiple

Congratulations Terry on Jag's a

earning an AOM at the Nationals

 

Karen Cunningham attended the

CiCi!!  Congratulations Karen we

 

NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

y!!  Here we are in late summer staring fall in the eye.. 

ays than temperature..  Ontario has just finished one of the most successful Nationals 

!!  What a great turnout of Canadian & American dogs we had :-)!!!  Despite blistering 

lers put on a terrific performance!! 

ogether by CNASA 

 her were Gail 

St-Jacques (Logo 

), & Sue 

great job by all!! 

vered in your 

r..  This was in your 

 event :-)..  A huge 

mittee for getting 

al time results 

cebook page kept 

  Both these 

!  We hope everyone 

 progressive ideas 
 

or our members..  Terry Browne finished her homebred boy Jag in one weekend of 

 Group Placements!!  Jag picked up a 5 point ASCA major at HONYASC this month..  

wesome start in the ring!!  Jag's beautiful sister Porsche wasn't to be left behind 

!! 

 HONYASC show with Terry and came home with two 5 point majors on her lovely 

ll done :-)!! 

Continued
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 A great week for Anna Hewson a 3 point ASCA major on  Civic Weekend at Willoughby Stock Dog show!!  Then 

ThundeRun That's The Spirit garnered 2 Group Ones, & 2 Group Threes at Grey Bruce KC..  A New Champion 

ThundeRun Raven Rock Star..  More excitement with the addition of Gefion's Blue Print to the ThundeRun family..  

Congratulations on the show wins and your new blue girl Anna!!  

 

Please send lots of positive thoughts for our hard working secretary Gail Stephens..  Her husband Nigel is recovering 

from a serious health scare just before Nationals!!  We're sending healing energy to Nigel and some for you too Gail!!  

We'd be lost without your dedication to CNASA!!! 

 

But on an upbeat note Gail welcomed a lovely litter of 8 on July 14th..  The proud parents are Capri and Tye!!  

Congratulations on the new arrivals at Kirrabilli :-)!! 

 

Marney Cook 

blktri@vianet.ca  

CNASA Director Zone 4 - Ontario and Nunavut  
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Zone 5 – Caroline Carrier

 
Bonjour à tous les membres de 

 

Cet été pour la première fois se 

Ste-Foy. Encore là nous avons e

  

En conformation, 12 entrées En

J’espère sincèrement que vous 

Pistoles est confirmé avec le Clu

s’il accepte de nous recevoir enc

spécialité régionale. 

  

Si vous avez des nouvelles, des  

l’organisation d’activités, n’hésite

 

Au plaisir de vous rencontrer!!! 

 

Caroline Carrier 

sweetnsour@hotmail.fr  

CNASA Director Zone 5 - Quebe

. 
NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 

la zone 5,  

tenait un booster au show de la Société Canine de Québec à la base de plein air de 

u une très belle participation. 

 obéissance, 7 entrées En Rallye, 2 entrées  

avez apprécié l’activité! Pour l’année prochaine, l’organisation d’un booster à Trois-

b Canin du Bas St-Laurent. Et pour Ste-Foy, je dois voir avec le comité organisateur 

ore une fois et s’il y a possibilité d’envisager à plus ou moins long terme une 

 idées ou que vous désirez vous impliquer sur un de nos comités ou simplement dans

z pas à nous en faire part!!!  

c  
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Zone 6 – Angela Slauenwhite 
  

  
Hello CNASA Members!  

 

As the summer ends we look forward to some cooler temperatures and some fall fun with our Aussies!   

 

Things in the Atlantic Provinces have been pretty quiet over the past two months.  We would like to wish a happy 

belated birthday to Jacqui Brown's girl, Fly, who recently turned 12 and to Marco who has turned 9!  The two have 

been busy helping Jacqui develop a new property...their specialty is carrying sticks!   

 

Here at Novacoast, we have a new champion!  Ch Novacoast Bound By Honor "Derwyn" finished his 

championship in July at the Bathurst show going Group 3rd.  When they aren't at shows, the Aussies have really 

been enjoying our pond this summer, it is the perfect way to keep cool! 

 

We are looking forward to our upcoming Boosters!!!!!  The first booster is coming up on Labor Day weekend at the 

Halifax Kennel Club show and the second is in October at the Island Dog Club show in Charlottetown!  We are 

hoping to see lots of beautiful Aussies at both boosters!   

 

Until next time, 

 

Angela Slauenwhite  
angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
CNASA Zone 6 Director – NB/NS/PEI/NL  
 

 
 

mailto:angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
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BBrraaggss  
 

From Bev Hurst (Lein Aussies in Ontario)… 

 

Lein's Won'tStop TiliIGetEnuf  ADC,SGDC, AG.N, AGNJ, RPT, DD, HIT CGN CRNMCL,CRNT,CRACL.CRAT -  

"Raven" -  earned 2 Advanced Gambler Q's--2 Advance Standard Q's and 1 Starters Jumpers Q  which gave her 

her Starters Games title. 

She also was 2011 Canadian National Australian Shepherd  Association Agility Top Dog and earned her CKC 

Intermediate Standards title in Agility in three straight runs with 2 first and a 2nd placement.  

  

Lein's XS Ability  ADC, SGDC, AG.N, RPT, BDD, HIT, CGN CRNMCL, CRAMCL, CRNT   "Crump" earned 3 

Advanced Snookers Q's (which puts him in Masters Snookers), and 1 Advanced Gamble Q. 

  

Ch. Lein's Playing To Win  CCGN,CGC, AGN,AGNJ, AGI,ADC, SGDC,AGDC,AADC, MGDC, MADC, MSDC, 

DD,BDD,RPT,HT, CRNMCL, CRAMCL, CRXMCL,CRNT,CRAT -  "Vegas"  -  earned her Master Standard title and 

Master Snookers title  and also earned  3 of the 4 jumpers Q's required  for her Agility Trial Championship. 

 

Ch. Lein's Straight Up Design ATch.CD,.CGC,CCGN,HT,HS,JHD,ADC,ADC,AGDC,AADC,AGDC,MADC, 

MTRDC,MSDC,MJDC, MGDC, ExBStd, ExBG,ExBS,AGN,AGNJ,RPT,BDD,DD,DDX. DDCH CRNMCL, 

CRAMCL,CRXMCL, CRNT, CRAT CRB – “Arrow” - earned her  Expert Bronze Standard, Expert Bronze Snooker 

and Expert Bronze Versatility Titles and is working on her silver level. 

 

 

From Kylarra Simmers (MountainAsh in BC)… 

  

On August 12th at the Victoria  City Kennel Club show my 11 month old black tri bitch, MountainAsh More Of That 

Jazz - "Roxy", went BOS/BOW/BOBp for 2 points and BPIG under judge Valerie Hansen.  The entry was 1-4-1-0. 
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The CNASA directors for the 2011

• President - Clare Park – a

• Vice President - Debbie M

• Secretary - Gail Stephens

• Treasurer - Kelly St-Jacq

Directors - at - Large 

• Zone 1 - B.C./Yukon - Jes

• Zone 2 - Alberta - Kim Sc

• Zone 3 - Man/Sask/NWT 

• Zone 4 - Ontario/Nunavut

• Zone 5 - Quebec - Carolin

• Zone 6 - NB/NS/PEI/NL -

 

 

 

Many members have indicated on

If you would like to bring your tale

Contact the Committee Chair (if n  

member - you'll be welcomed with

 

• Herding – Chairperson –

• Public Information/Educ

• Constitution/Bylaws/Co

• Hall of Fame and Top D

• Health/Genetics 

• Membership - Chairpers

• National Specialty - 201

• Newsletter - Chairperson

 

Brief descriptions 
 
TThhee  22001111//1122  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  &&  DDiirreeccttoorrss

-12 term 

lchera@sympatico.ca  

arkowski- Ironwill@Telusplanet.net 

 - kirrabilli@xplornet.ca 

ues - hit2b@rogers.com 

sie Dare - sendoaaussies@gmail.com 

hmidt - kschmidt@canopycanada.net 

- Rhonda Shewchuk - rsdogs@gmail.com 

 - Marney Cook – blktri@vianet.ca  

e Carrier - sweetnsour@hotmail.fr 

 Angela Slauenwhite - angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 

CCoommmmiitttteeeess  

 their Membership Applications that they are willing to work on Committees.   

nts and hard work to one of these Committees  PLEASE DO NOT BE SHY!!  

amed) or your Zone Director and let her know of your willingness to be a working

 open arms!! 

 Heather Forbes - glenerran@xplornet.com  

ation - Chairperson - Angela Slauenwhite - angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 

de of Ethics/French Translations 

og - Chairperson - Caroline Carrier - sweetnsour@hotmail.fr  

on - Clare Park - alchera@sympatico.ca 

4 National Chair – Tanya Wheeler – tuckercr@tbaytel.net  

 - Gail Stephens -  kirrabilli@xplornet.ca 

of the work carried out by each Committee can be found on the website 

http://www.cnasa.ca/committees.htm
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      TThhee  CCNNAASSAA  QQuuaarrtteerrllyy  
          Editor 

Sandra Czarny 
 
Advertising Rates for CNASA Members: 

One Full Page Colour FREE 

Second ad from the 
same member 

$5.00 

 

Non-member rates (ads subject to approval): 

One Full Page Colour $20.00 

Two Full Pages $25.00 

Half Page $15.00 

 
Send submissions to:  
Sandra Czarny: sandra@eweturnaussies.com  AND 
Clare Park: alchera@sympatico.ca  
Ads must be camera ready  (i.e. a standard page 
portrait layout). 
 
Business Card Index (members only): 

4 Issues $20.00 

 
Please send cheques to the Treasurer:  
Kelly St- Jacques: 
795 Wingate Dr. 
Ottawa, ON 
K1G 1S2 
hit2b@rogers.com 
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The End… 
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