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Greetings fellow CNASA members… 
 

As I head into my second term as president I’m pleased to be able to reflect on our accomplishments over the last two 

years.  CNASA has held a large number of very successful events, including some wonderful Herding Trials, two Regional 

Specialties, many Boosters, a hugely successful Herding Clinic, and a National that was not only a financial success, but 

saw our largest Conformation entry to date. 
 

Our next two years show promise of being even more successful in terms of CNASA events.  Already for 2013 plans are 

well underway for a number of Boosters, more Herding Trials, and two Regional Specialties – and there are sure to be 

more events added as the year wears on.  Upcoming in 2014 will be our next National, and National Chair Tanya Wheeler 

is hard at work planning for that. 
 

But the mandate of a National Breed Club is about more than just holding successful events and promoting our wonderful 

breed!  Our first order of priority must be about protecting this breed we love! 
 

Our club by-laws state that an Objective of CNASA will be: 
 

To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed as originated by the Australian 
Shepherd Club of America and as approved by the Canadian Kennel Club as the premier standard of excellence

for the Australian Shepherd. 
  

Up to now CNASA has been adamant in its opposition to any changes to our standard to include “tails”.  We have stated 

our refusal in our letter to the CKC in response to their “survey” several years ago, and the CNASA are active supporters o

the two organizations (K9 Alliance and RRCD) that are working to retain our rights, as breeders, to dock and remove dew 

claws. 
 

Up to now the CKC has remained content to leave the matter of breed standards in the hands of the National Breed Clubs.

But that is no longer the case!! 
 

As all of you who are breeders and/or CKC members should now be aware the CKC has changed its stance.   
 

In an e-mail sent to all members, and on the CKC website - at the link below 

(http://www.ckc.ca/en/Default.aspx?tabid=201&NewsID=675&prevID=201&utm_source=February+2013+Newsletter+-

+Eng&utm_campaign=February+2013+e-newsletter&utm_medium=email)  they make their intentions quite clear.  What’s 

relevant to us is this statement: 
 

The Committee will solicit and encourage final breed club input regarding potential changes to the CKC breed 

standards with the proviso that the CKC intends to revise these standards where necessary. The purpose of
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    such changes will be to facilitate the exhibition and judging of dogs with natural tails and ears or with dew claws 

intact on an equitable basis with dogs that may have docked tails, cropped ears or dew claws removed.   

 

So the “writing is on the wall”, and while we might not like it, or want to do it, we must comply or have those changes made 

by others who have no knowledge of our breed! 

 

To that end we have struck a Special Committee that will be working on this issue, and elsewhere in this newsletter is full 

information on the Committee mandate, its chair, how it will be manned, and it’s plans for receiving input from the 

membership.   

 

II  uurrggee  yyoouu  aallll  ttoo  rreeaadd  tthhee  CCNNAASSAA  SSppeecciiaall  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ttoo  AAmmeenndd  tthhee  BBrreeeedd  SSttaannddaarrdd  ppaaggee,,    

aanndd  ttoo  ggeett  iinnvvoollvveedd  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  vveerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iissssuuee!!!!!!  
 
The fact that changes to our standard must be made is beyond our control, so it’s up to us to ensure that those 
changes be done with the least possible detriment to the breed. 
 

On a more up-beat note we’d love to have some feedback on the new way of delivering this newsletter in the “book” 

format.  We got the idea from a visit to the ASCA website and seeing the way they make their issues of the Aussie Times 

available on-line ☺ 

 

I’m looking forward to a good 2013/14 term with our board.  It was sad to have to say good-bye to the people who stepped 

down, but a number of the “old guard” remains and we have a few new faces.  

 

New to the board this year is our Treasurer Melissa O’Reilly, ready and able to ensure our club finances are well looked 

after, Zone 2 Director Leah McBride, who has lost no time and already organized two events for this year, Zone 3 Director 

Shannon Cole, who has also organized two events so far for this year, and Zone 4 Director Leah Swatko, who has taken 

on the thankless job of Chairing the Special Committee responsible for the changes to the standard. 

 

And congratulations go out to Leah S. who was recently awarded a Maxwell Medallion by the Dog Writers Association of 

America!  Well done Leah – I’m sure we’ll be looking to you for more of your writings to include with future issues of the 

Quarterly ☺  

 

As always I’m happy to hear from any members with ideas or suggestions so please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Wishing you all wonderful Spring with your Aussies (with as little mud as possible ).  

 

Until next time… 
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CCNNAASSAA  SSppeecciiaall  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ttoo  AAmmeenndd  tthhee  BBrreeeedd  SSttaannddaarrdd  

oard of Directors online meeting held Feb 25th  2013 a special committee has been struck to 

adian Kennel Club’s directive to all CKC Parent Breed Clubs to amend their breed standards with 

 Dew Claws, and Cropping. 

 Committee as chosen by the Board of Directors of CNASA is Leah Swatko. 

e directive from CKC is to allow all CKC members and their dogs to enter events, and breed to a 

s equal to all. (Please see the Committee Mandate, and explanation below). 

 

 

MMaannddaattee  ttoo  AAmmeenndd  tthhee  CCaannaaddiiaann  KKeennnneell  CClluubb  BBrreeeedd  SSttaannddaarrdd  22001133..  

mittee has been called into being to address the Canadian Kennel Club’s directive to all 

rent breed clubs to amend their breed standards with regards to Tails, Dew Claws, and 

g. 

on for the directive from CKC is to allow all CKC members and their dogs to enter events, 

d to a standard which is equal to all. 

tion: In the past few years Provinces, Regions, and Municipalities have passed animal 

n and anti cruelty laws/bylaws to control the docking, cropping and removal of dew claws; 

 rear, as they pertain to dogs. Some areas have a complete ban on the sale of docked, 

, and dewclaw removed puppies, others restrict the performance of such to “Qualified 

”. Some breeders may be, or have been, faced with charges under law of causing pain 

ering under animal cruelty rulings.   

 resulted in an unfair restriction of breeders in some areas of Canada.  

s directed all parent clubs to develop amendments to breed standards which 
 un-docked, un-cropped, and dewclawed dog descriptions and sections. 

embers of the Canadian National Australian Shepherd Association, and this Committee, 

at it would be in the best interest of our breed to amend our breed standard utilizing the 

ho have the experience, devotion, and knowledge to develop a standard that is in the 

rest of the Australian Shepherd. 

iitttteeee  CChhaaiirr……  

 members will work to develop correct wording of the CKC Breed Standard for the Australian 

ertains to dew claws and tails. As the Chair I will ask the actively breeding membership of CNASA
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to send me a short résumé. Please include how and why you will be an asset to the committee and work to 

fulfilling the mandate.  

 

I understand the difficulty facing this committee and hope to have a representative from each zone with two from

Ontario/Nunavut due to the larger membership representation; this does not include the Chair. 

 

We do have a tight schedule to work within and the completed amendments must be to the CNASA Board of 

Directors for the August meeting and then to the CKC Event Officiating Committee no later than the last week of 

August 2013 so the Event Officiating Committee can present it to the CKC Board of Directors at their September

2013 Board Meeting. 

 

The Committee will function through a Yahoo group I will set up by no later than March 11th . 2013. 

 

If you have a passion for the breed and an understanding that this committee will be breaking new ground, have 

the resolve and time to see this project through to the end, if you are willing to participate in all aspects of this 

committee, and be a positive voice to the future of The Australian Shepherd send your résumé. 

 

Please send to ministik@xplornet.com with the subject “DC and T Committee”  

 

Yours in Dogs; 

 

Leah Swatko Director Zone 4 Ontario/Nunavut 

Chair DC and T Committee. 
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SSaalluuttiinngg  tthhee  NNeeww  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  CChhaammppiioonnss  
 

 

HHaarrppeerr    

 
Supreme Performance Champion 

 

MBIS MBISS HOF SPCh GChEX Clearfires 
Dreaming In Colour TDX CDX RAE AGIS AGIJS 
CGN 
 
Owner Phyllis McCullum 

 

 

JJaassppeerr  

 

Performance Champion 

 

WTCh PCh(Am/Cdn) TCh Jasper Lil' Bear of 
Tucker Crk RTDs HI AGI TDX UTDX CD, JS-E 
RS-O, GS-O, EAC EJC TN-E OCC TG-O, RE, 
FDCh, TT, CGN 
 

Owner Karen Boyes 

 

 

 

Congratulations Phyllis and Karen on all the achievements of these wonderful Aussies ☺ 
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Zone 1 – Jessie Dare 
 
Hello CNASA Members 

  

Welcome to a new year with CN

 

We have a number of new mem

years we've held some wonderfu

Most have been so successful th

it out to these events and show s

table or sell tickets, your support

 

There is an event page on our w

website to let everyone know wh

  

Here's to another great year ahe

  

All the best,  

  

Jessie Dare 

sendoaaussies@gmail.com  

CNASA Zone 1 Director - BC/Yu

  
NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

ASA!   

bers across Canada, it's nice to see our club slowly getting bigger.  In the last few 

l events that our members have put countless hours into making them a success.  

at they are now an annual occurrence.  I'd like to encourage everyone to try and make

upport for the members that have worked so hard.  Even if it's just to help at a raffle 

 in every aspect of the event is needed.   

ebsite that features what's coming up, and don't forget to add your event to the 

at's going on (E-mail the information to the Webmaster – alchera@sympatico.ca)  

ad with many fun filled days with our fur kids!   

kon 
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NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 
 

Zone 2 – Leah McBride 
 
Hello to All 

I am hoping since I am writing zone notes for the Spring edition that Mother Nature will take the hint… 

 

It has been a VERY long winter here in Alberta with no real break since the end of October and the forecast for next 

week not looking anything like Spring yet! In spite of it all we are looking forward to warmer days and many activities in 

all venues with our wonderful dogs. 

 

March brings 2 ASCA conformations shows   in Conjunction with the Battle River Canine Assoc. in Camrose under  

senior breeder judges. 

 

In April CNASA sponsors a breed booster  on the Sunday of  the Red Deer shows, and a prize will also be given for 

Highest qualifying Aussie in Obedience and Rally O on that day as well,  so looking for a good entry in all venues! 

 

May 4th we are holding a Herding Instinct Test in Okotoks, open to all breeds, with a wide range already registered, 

including several Aussies. I am hoping this event sparks more interest in the herding venue…I know I am hooked! 

 

I am hearing of more classes available in all venues in this region lately so I am hoping that brings a bigger entry at the 

shows and trials this year for our breed. 

 

In spite of the snow, I am off to my herding lesson this Family Day weekend and then building snowmen with my 

family, both 2 and 4 legged , if it’s here we might as well enjoy it J 

 

Looking forward to seeing and hearing from all of you out and about this year. 

  

Leah McBride 

colanna@xplornet.com  

CNASA Zone 2 Director - Alberta 
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Zone 3 – Shannon Cole 
 
Greetings 

 

Here in Zone 3 we are busy plan

Breed Show.  Thank you to thos

We are also working on a Regio

Show in Brandon, MB.  Our prev

class sponsorships, donations to

names will be listed in the catalo

advance. 

 

Cheers  

  

Shannon Cole 

tscole@mymts.net  

CNASA Zone 3 Director – SK/M

 

NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

ning a rally sanction match this February at the Crocus Obedience Kennel Club All 

e members who volunteered to assist with the match.   

nal Specialty in November, in conjunction with the Wheat City Kennel Club All Breed 

ious Specialty was received very well and was a huge success.  We will be looking for 

 the auction table, and donations for the competitor gift bags in the future.  Sponsors 

gue.  Should anyone be willing to assist us in the Regional Specialty  thank you in 

B 
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Zone 4 – Leah Swatko 

 
Hello Ontario and CNASA members,  
 
 

Though still in the grip of winter we can see the faint glimmer of spring in the distance. This is a great time to take 

stock of what we have accomplished and what our plans will be for the coming year. Titles to be earned, litters planned

dogs to train in the many arenas where the Aussie excels.  

 

This year promises to be a busy one for CNASA here in Ontario as we move toward our Regional Specialty in 

conjunction with the Caledon Kennel Club shows at the International Centre the end of November.  This show will be 

dedicated to the memory of Nigel Stephens, late husband of our CNASA Secretary Gail, and a long time Aussie 

enthusiast. Plans are well underway, and in the weeks ahead we’ll be contacting all you Ontario members to let you 

know how you can help with, and support, this event.  Plan on attending this show and the associated all breed 

conformation shows and the associated Royal Canin Breeders’ Classic. You will have a grand time and any time is 

Aussie time!  

 

Welcome to the new members who have joined us and to the members who have renewed. By joining and 

participating in CNASA you will promote the Australian Shepherd in all its many colours and venues.  

 

I am always happy to hear about our wonderful breed and the great people who own them. If you have a special 

comment or question please email me at Ministik@xplornet.com . 

 

Wishing you all an early spring, may the season of mud be short. 

 

Yours In Dogs 

 

Leah Swatko 

ministik@xplornet.com  

CNASA Director Zone 4 - Ontario and Nunavut  
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NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 
 

Zone 5 – Caroline Carrier 

 
Bonjour à tous les membres de la zone 5, 

 

Je vous souhaite à tous une très belle année 2013, remplie de pleins de petits et grands bonheurs, plein de belles 

réussites et bien sûr de santé à vous et vos toutous! 

 

Cette année, pour notre zone, nous avons un booster (Conformation et obéissance) de prévu pour l’exposition Canine 

de Trois-Pistoles qui aura lieu les 4 et 5 mai 2013.   

 

Ensuite, il y aura aussi très probablement un Booster (Conformation, obéissance, Rallye) à l’exposition Canine de Ste-

Foy qui aura lieu les 2,3 et 4 août 2013.  

 

J’aimerais aussi pouvoir organiser quelques activités supplémentaires cette année si vous avez des idées, n’hésitez 

pas à me contacter, j’attends vos suggestions avec impatience!!!! 

 

Si des personnes parmi vous avez des contacts pour des commandites (donc de gâteries, jouets etc..) pour les 

cadeaux des boosters et activités, tout est bienvenue! 

 

Ensuite,  si vous avez des photos que vous aimeriez voir dans votre « journal » ou des annonces à faire au sujet de 

vos réussites, n’hésitez pas à m’écrire pour m’en faire part. Il me fera plaisir d’inclure cela à mon petit mot!!! 

 

Donc je vous souhaite une excellente saison à tous et toutes, que ce soit en conformation, obéissance, rallye, herding 

ou toutes autres disciplines pratiquées par nos aussies!!!  

 

Au plaisir de vous y voir! 

Caroline Carrier. 

sweetnsour@hotmail.fr  

CNASA Director Zone 5 - Quebec 
 

 



 

               THE  CANADIAN  NATIONAL  AUSTRALIAN  SHEPHERD  ASSOCIATION   NEWSLETTER                                                         SPRING  2013 

 

              
NNootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZoonnee  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 

 

Zone 6 – Angela Slauenwhite 

 
Hello CNASA Members! 

 

Hope that you all had a great winter, it was definitely a cold one! 

 

Here in the Maritimes, we just had our first show of the season.  Our Halifax Kennel Club shows are the biggest in the 

Maritimes and we always look forward to seeing everyone there.  This year, however, we had a blizzard on the first 

day of the show!  The show committee worked really hard and ended up having both of their shows on one day to try 

to avoid the storm.  This meant canceling some events such as the CGN test they had planned, Juniors and the 

Juniors Auction but other than that the show ran smoothly and almost everyone showed up who was entered.  It was 

definitely an interesting start to our show season! 

 

Angela Slauenwhite 

angelaandcollin@hotmail.com   

CNASA Director Zone 6 – Atlantic Provinces  
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WWaatteerr  IInnttooxxiiccaattiioonn  

NNeeww  TThhrreeaatt  oorr  NNeeww  AAwwaarreenneessss??  
     by Leah Swatko 

 

Editor’s Note:  this article first appeared in the Fall 2012 issue of Royal Spaniels and is reprinted here for 

the benefit of all Aussies with the gracious permission of the author. 

 

I know at first glance this doesn’t seem to be one of my usual articles on performance or behavior. However, this 

one hit close to home and I think it an important bit of advice to include in your pack sack of dog training and 

conditioning. 

 

Envision a young Cavalier in a great home, well cared for, plenty of exercise, training in agility, it is a sunny day, 

not overly hot but the lake across the road beckons. The family takes all their dogs, the one and a half year old 

Cavalier, a couple of Aussies, an old English Cocker, and a little mixed breed, to retrieve and paddle in the lake. 

Waves lap the shore and the Aussies jump and retrieve sticks, the old dog lounges in the shade with the small mix 

breed. The Cavalier who loves water and has her own kid’s pool on the deck, is frolicking in the shallows bobbing 

for weeds, little fish, sticks, and then has a great game of wave chasing. After an hour, the mixed group goes back 

to their property to play in the lush pasture. Soon all are tired, the old dog has already found her spot on the deck 

to snooze with the little mixed breed. The rest of the dogs relax on the deck while the family has dinner. 

 

After dinner is cleaned up, the daughter scoops up the Cavalier to give her a bath. Everything seems fine, other 

than the Cavalier is so tired; maybe she just had too much fun playing. In the tub, she suddenly gets wobbly and 

collapses unconscious. Her young owner had just finished a two year nursing program and was studying for her 

finals for her nursing diploma. She started CPR right away as her parents helped her into the van with the dog and 

headed for the nearest vet. This was not their regular vet, but he was the closest and open on a Sunday afternoon. 

This vet curtly declared the dog was dead and that eighty percent of Cavaliers have heart failure. The family was in

shock the daughter devastated, she had worked so much with the dog in agility and other dog sports. They were 

ready to earn a title that summer. This little Cavalier had become her best friend. The parents couldn’t muster the 

courage to ask the vet questions, everything had happened so fast, less than twenty minutes. Everyone was so 

distraught they couldn’t call to tell me what had happened, but wrote a long message and sent it to me. The shock 

of the day was numbing. 

  

I was also upset. The loss of this wonderful young dog, the insensitivity of the vet, and my own thoughts on other 

related dogs - there was no history of early onset heart issues for generations. Something just didn’t ring true in my

mind; there was something wrong with the description of the day’s events.  I asked questions and started to do 

some research. I found an article on a Boston Terrier breeder’s website about water intoxication (hyponatremia). 

Then I found a paper on the topic on IVIS (a veterinary website). The latter went into more detail about the 
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It seems it was so rare that few vets even knew about it. When presented with a dog that had collapsed in normal 

weather not over heated, no signs of bloat, the first thought was heart failure. Few vets looked past this obvious 

diagnosis. Dogs dead, it was the heart, no need to look further. The speed of the event was thirty minutes on 

average from symptoms to death. But there is more, there is something else, and a few vets are now seeing this 

happen. This is not only happening in Canada or the US, and it is not restricted to big water dogs. After the 

unexplainable death of two local dogs, a Dobe mix, and a Staffie mix, both young vibrant healthy active dogs, on a 

canoe trip, this issue was brought to light by my own research and that of the owners of the two dogs. Both of 

these dogs were dead by the time they got out of the bush and in to town. 

 

The Sudbury and District Kennel Club asked the treating vet if she would give a short talk on this new-to-us issue. 

On August 13, 2012, Carolyn Lariviere DVM, of the Walden Animal Hospital in Lively Ontario, came to the club 

training hall and made a wonderful, informative presentation. She willingly answered many questions, some of 

which were not related to the topic and I will note them towards the end of this article. 

 

Carolyn, as she asked to be addressed, was filled with facts and interesting explanations. The workings of our 

dogs bodies is a wondrous balancing act, developed over millions of years of evolution, the release of chemicals, 

hormones, and other unknowns. All of these systems contribute to our dog’s wellbeing, with the smallest 

imbalances resulting in sometimes catastrophic organ failures. She simplified the chemical dance that goes on 

inside to focus on water, salt, and potassium. She listed the dogs most likely to have a serious reaction to 

ingesting too much water, what actually happens in the body, and what can be done to prevent the dire results of 

too much of a good thing. We all know water is essential to life, however too much water can kill in a very short 

time, a matter of ten to twenty minutes.  

 

One of the first dogs she treated for water intoxication was a Papillon, who loved his water pool and played as 

often as he could. Bobbing for toys, taking a drink, submerging his head to scope the bottom and find a treat or to 

just blow bubbles. The owners let the dog into the house after his pool time and noticed he was staggering, 

seemed to be star gazing, and knew there was something very seriously wrong. He was rushed to the vet and 

fortunately the vet identified the problem with a blood draw. It would show high water levels and low sodium and 

potassium levels, by volume. His blood was overly hydrated, too much water and with normal levels of salt and 

potassium. These two important chemicals were diluted and not at sufficient levels to sustain life. 

 

The water is rapidly absorbed into the dog’s blood stream directly from the stomach. The result is the brain 

drowning in fluid and swelling and causing neurological symotoms: staggering, star gazing, followed by muscle 

weakness. 

 

In this Papillon’s case, there was little time to spare as the dog would soon seizure and slip into a coma and death
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would follow in rapid succession. The dog was placed on a sodium drip. The tricky part is to add the sodium very 

slowly, actually over the course of a couple of days. Too fast and the dog would die, too slow and the dog would 

slip into a coma and die. The additional course of treatment is to use diuretics to help the kidneys dump water out 

of the system, thus lowering the water and helping with the balance of this triad of chemicals. Potassium can only 

be removed by the internal organs. 

  

The above is what happens if you recognize the symptoms, get the dog to the vet at the first signs of problems, 

and the vet identifies the problem correctly and treatment is started as soon as possible. There is no time for 

hesitation! Water Intoxication can kill as fast, if not faster, than bloat or torsion. The latter two issues are more 

familiar to many, especially to those who own deep bodied dogs like Dobes, Danes, and many of the sight hounds.

Once the dog has gone into a coma, the chances of reviving him are very slim, and even then, the likelihood of 

permanent neurological dysfunction is great. 

 

We know how this happens and what needs to be done at the vets, but what about dogs prone to this, what can 

we do when we are out at the lake or participating in dog sports, what are the early warning signs? 

 

First the dogs that are predisposed to water intoxication are surprisingly - smaller breeds. Logic says they have 

less volume of fluids and so a small imbalance is more critical than compared to the mass of a larger breed such 

an Australian Shepherd. The next are the lean dogs who do not carry excess fat. They can be the hard working 

Border Collie, fast working agility dogs of many breeds, Doberman, Great Dane, and sight hounds. 

 

Fat is a great place to store excess water. We all have seen this after a salty meal of pizza. Our bodies retain fluid 

in our fat cells. Just a note here, think how fast fluid retention happens. For some, it happens moments after the 

meal. The same happens to dogs that are well padded.  

 

Dogs with Addison’s disease are at a higher risk as well.  Their bodies do not metabolize fluids and will show 

symptoms much faster. 

 

The next group would be those who are resource guarders and have OCD with regards to water. They will guard 

the water bucket, or drink until it is all gone to prevent any other dogs from having their water. There is a mental 

disorder called psychogenic polydipsia, where afflicted dogs just cannot stop drinking water. They must have their 

access to water strictly controlled or they will literally drink themselves to death. Dogs in this group have an 

obvious behavior problem that the owner should be aware of. 

 

There are other diseases which can induce a dog to drink excessively, such as diabetes or kidney problems, but 

these would present daily. Though these dogs are at risk when taken to lakes where access to water is unlimited 

and often seen as the dog having a great time playing. 
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There is another category of dogs at risk and these are dogs with physiological and environmental factors 

involved. Competitive dock diving and working retrievers who tend to be water hogs can get over loaded, 

especially during hunt competitions, rapid retrieves of downed waterfowl, in part due to the job at hand, but also 

attributed to their swimming style. The latter can affect other breeds as well. Look at your dogs’ swimming style. 

Do they tend to swim low with their mouths in the water, slurping and blowing water out their flews? If so, you can 

be sure they are swallowing a good amount of water too. Dogs that like to play in water picking up rocks or sunken 

sticks also ingest more water than they should. Often they will come out of the water and regurgitate water; this is 

a sign few of us recognize. We dismiss it as “well he drank too much” or “he swallowed it wrong,” and 

subsequently he vomits up watery foam. The problem is much more water had already gone into his blood stream 

and the triad was starting to tip. Now is a good time to remove the dog from free access to the water, maybe do a 

few dry land retrieves. Give the dog a sports drink as these contain salt and help balance out his system, the same 

way they do for us.  

 

Another diuretic that is normally available is coffee. A cup of sweet coffee can get the kidneys going and the 

problem is resolved before it goes too far. Balance is restored.  

 

When working a dog in water, retrieval work, or dock diving, work for ten minutes then do some other less vigorous

activity for ten minutes. This allows the body to recover. Be sure to allow the dog time to urinate before getting him 

focused on working again. If you are using food rewards, salty treats, such as potato chips, can help keep things in 

balance. 

  

Your best defense is prevention. Following the interval training I outlined is a good place to start. To address your 

dogs swimming style, put a life vest on the dog so his head is up out of the water. There are retrieve toys 

specifically made to be high floating so the dog again cannot get their mouth down into the water. Some of the 

bumpers used for water retrieve training can be inflated to make them float higher in the water as well. 

 

Entirely Pets is a good source to purchase water toys: http://www.entirelypets.com/kyjenh2otoys1.html 

 

The best advice from Carolyn was to monitor your dogs’ water intake. To calculate appropriate water intake by 

size, figure 100 ml/kg. So a 10 kilogram dog can deal with one liter of water. 

 

Note - dogs taking steroids are not at risk as the steroids act as a diuretic and also stop inflammation of the brain.  

 

During the question and answer section of the presentation, much of what I have written was discussed, but there 

were interesting sojourns into other areas:  

 

1. What is the correct way to remove a tick? Dab with a drop of Vodka, and then gently grasp the hard head, 

in front of the soft abdomen. Gently pull head out. Do not squeeze the soft body or pull soft body only, as there is a 
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poison sack behind the tick’s head and this can cause a number of problems if squeezed, releasing the toxin 

through the mouth into the bite. Revolution was the best tick treatment. 

  

2. Dogs who suffer seizure disorders have poor brain blood barriers and as such are overly sensitive to 

drugs, toxins, and stressors. 

  

3. The proper way to cool a dog or heat them up was to use tepid water at a temperature of thirty-eight 

degrees Celsius and slowly warm or cool as needed. When cooling or warming place wet blankets in the groin, 

under the front legs where they connect to the shoulder, the neck and importantly the head. If the brain is not 

cooled or warmed with the body it can signal the internal temperature control to go to one extreme or the other. 

Both result in death or permanent brain damage.  

 

4. We also talked about blue green algae and it is seen as a bright green to yellow floating cloud sometimes 

mistaken for pond scum or the action of waves. It is very toxic and normally all dogs and humans if they drink this 

water will soon show serious symptoms. Unless treated it can be deadly. 

 

When asked why we are seeing more of this water intoxication the answers were mixed:  an extremely hot 

summer; people spending more time with their dogs; the increase in dog sports, such as dock diving and retriever 

trials; people spending more time out in the wilderness boating and canoeing with the family dog(s); ready access 

to water at home and out in the bush; an increased number of backyard pools, some traditional chlorine, others 

salt water; and last but not least, letting kids and dogs play with hoses. These activities can all result in swallowing 

far more water than is advisable. 

 

For many of the readers, summer is winding down, but those who live in more tropical areas or those taking the 

dog on the family journey south to spend the winter, keep this invaluable information in mind. There are also those

of us seeing the approach of cooler temperatures as summer changes to fall, please watch your duck dogs, and 

remember this lesson on water toxicity for next summer when we will all enjoy the refreshment of playing in the 

water again.  

 

This past summer I know of no less than seven dogs that have died of water intoxication. I don’t know if I can face 

one of those messages telling me of the death of a young dog innocently playing in the water. It is so devastating 

and with the information in this article, it is preventable. 

 

Many thanks to Carolyn Lariviere DVM, The Walden Animal Hospital, The Sudbury & District Kennel Club, and the

owners of the dogs who died, for allowing me to tell your stories. 

 

Leah Swatko of Ministik Cavalier King Charles Spaniels and Australian Shepherds is an ASCA Obedience Judge, 

on the Conformation Committee, CKC Rally Judge, and CGN Evaluator and CNASA Director for Zone 4.  
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BBoooommeerr  BBooookkss  BBuuiilldd  SSttuuddeenntt  SSuucccceessss  
 

Boomer, an Australian Shepherd & his Mom, Brenda Severinsen (a Resource 

Teacher) are making a difference to student life and learning at École Edward 

Schreyer School in Beausejour, MB. Boomer spends about one day per month 

at school with a packed agenda filled with students reading books to him, doing 

tricks with him and just enjoying each other’s company. Boomer has picked up 

where Soda, also an Aussie left off after retiring from school life 3 years ago. 

 

L-R: Melissa Gobel, Sara Best (EA), Donovan Cork, Sydney Deneka, Brenda & 

oda (Sheep’s Kin Secret Ingredient) started supporting student learning at ÉESS by reading with a class of students 

 

Pictured at left are Sydney Deneka & Soda in reading class 

 

oomer (Sheep’s Kin Lil’ Roo) was called in after Soda’s retirement to pick up the program. Boomer has also developed 

t right Melissa Gobel, Brenda & Boomer enjoying a "Boomer Book". 

tudents enjoy baking cookies for Boomer, which supports math skills and when 

working directly with Boomer students are practicing and learning communication  

Boomer at ÉESS reading class 

 

S

during I Love To Read Month. Soda made such powerful connections 

to the students with special needs that the one- time reading session 

turned into monthly sessions with specific students only. Soda soon 

began to participate in school life including Halloween parties and 

fundraising efforts such as the Alzheimer’s Society. Soda was even 

featured as the community Volunteer of the Week in the local 

newspaper!  

B

strong bonds with the students he works with. Expanding on the literacy theme of the program, students are now building 

their own books using photos of Boomer as well as photos of themselves to 

develop a story. With support from the school administration, connections were 

made with the local newspaper, The Clipper, and now the student work is 

developed into professional looking books for the school library at a subsidized 

cost. Some of the books are developed by Brenda to support student learning & 

involve Boomer touring our community, saving the environment or practicing life 

skills such as bathing and teeth brushing.   

 

A

 

S



 

               THE  CANADIAN  NATIONAL  AUSTRALIAN  SHEPHERD  ASSOCIATION   NEWSLETTER                                                          SPRING  2013 

 

skills, empathy, following directions and appropriate behavior. 

Boomer has a large repertoire of tricks & students practice matching 

their own words to their body language when asking Boomer to 

perform for them. Planning Boomer’s birthday party incorporates 

countless skills as well!   

 

At left Melissa, Donny & Sydney at Boomer’s birthday party at ÉESS 

April 2012!  Hats, cakes & singing!   

 

Boomer is no ordinary Aussie either!   He is a CKC Champion, has 

his CGN certification and has taken countless classes including 

Rally-O, obedience, agility, dance and tricks classes. Even with this extensive training the natural personality of the dog 

must be considered.  

 

Boomer is content to sit quietly while students read their books to him 

and then enjoys a quiet tummy rub.  

 

One of the most invaluable benefits is the student engagement in 

activities and anticipation to come to school when doing anything 

related to Boomer.  

 

Pictured at right Sydney with Boomer enjoying ice cream!  And below 

Melissa uses Boomer’s "Happy Ball" to make him dance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Boomer is fun to rea

Occasionally falls as

Open the door and h  

to see me. 

Makes me feel like I’

Every moment I feel 

Relax and enjoy a ne

 

Original poem written
My Poem for BOOMER: 

d with. 

leep with a good book. 

e greets me with his tail wagging and is happy

m reading to my own dog. 

special when I’m with him. 

w book! 

 by Chelsea for Boomer December 2012. 
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Continuing with last issue’s arti

that I give to my puppy people 

 

One is a simple shopping list of

The other is for people who wil

 

Again, I invite others to share a

anything you’d like to share (kin

 

SShhooppppiinngg  LLiisstt      

  

1. Kennel – 400 Vari kenn

 

2. Kennel mat – a blanket

strangulation hazards).  Store b

 

3. Collar – soft nylon or le

 

4. Leash – 6’ nylon or lea

 

5. Identification Tag – you

that have a piece of paper inse

 

6. Dishes – you will need 

indestructible, and will not rub t

 

7. Measuring cup – a 1-2 

 

8. Grooming tools – slicke

nail clippers (Miller’s Forge, the

 

9. Toys – there are many

enjoy the stuffed, soft toys with

nylabones. 
What’s in YOUR puppy package? 
By Shawna Wiebe 

cle regarding what we enclose in our puppy packages I wanted to mention 2 items 

as PRE puppy package items. 

 items I recommend they have on hand when they bring their puppy home. 

l be picking up their puppy at the airport. 

rticles and information they give to their puppy people. Please e-mail me with 

ring@mts.net). 

el, 450 Furrari kennel 

 will work, but make sure that there are no frayed edges or silk edging (both pose 

ought pet mats work well. 

ather collar (buckle, quick release, or I love the martingale style) 

ther lead (1/2” thickness) 

 can order these through most pet stores or vet clinics.  Do not use the plastic tags 

rted to write on, the ink smears when wet and the writing fades over time. 

two, one for food and another for water.  Stainless steel dishes work best, almost 

he pigment off noses or cause allergic reactions. 

cup measure will work fine for keeping track of how much you are feeding the dog.

r brush, pin brush, medium comb (I like #1 All System brushes and combs), good 

 big orange “scissor’ type), dog shampoo (I like Nature’s Specialties) 

, many toys to choose from.  Ask pet store personel for their favorites.  My dogs 

 squeakers, tennis balls, rope toys, Kongs, nylon Frisbees, and some like the 
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10 .Food – buy a small bag of the food that you wish to feed, try it and see if the puppy likes it and does well 

on it.  If all goes well, buy a big bag. They will be arriving with a bag of Performatrin Medium Breed Puppy, 

available at Pet Valu stores.  Please do NOT use any grocery store or Walmart food brands!! 

 

11. Treats – dog cookies for kennel time; Rollover (my favorite), Jerky, Pupperoni, weiners, or string cheese, 

for training; Charlie Bears or Dr. Dean’s are dry, small treats, and work well to leave in pockets. 

 

12. Vet – if you do not already have a regular vet, shop around, ask for recommendations, and find one before 

your puppy arrives home. 

 

13. Pet Odor/Accident Eliminator - It is very important to completely remove all traces of smell from an 

accident.  The enzyme cleaners specifically formulated for pet accidents work best.  I like Nature’s Miracle, but 

there are many other brands on the market.  Personally, I like a concentrate and then mix it up in a handy spray 

bottle. 

 

 

PPiicckkiinngg  uupp  PPuuppppiieess  aatt  tthhee  AAiirrppoorrtt 
 

Expect your puppy to arrive in the cargo building 30-60 minutes after the flight lands. 

 

Things to bring: 
 

 Flight numbers, waybill/air bill number, and my contact information (in case you need to reach me if there’s

a problem; and also to notify me that the puppy has arrived safely) 

 water 

 dish 

 garbage bag 

 bedding for the crate 

 paper towels 

 baby wipes 

 wet wash cloth /rag in a ziplock baggie 

 

The crate will be packed with absorbent bedding in case the puppy has an accident on the flight.  There is a thick 

layer of newspaper, wrapped in puppy ‘pee pads’, and then a layer of shredded paper over top. 

 

You may want to change the bedding when the puppy arrives, thus the garbage bag for the old bedding and the 

new bedding for the crate on the list of things to bring. 
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The paper towels, baby wipes, and wet cloth are all in case of a major accident.  Don’t worry though; I haven’t had 

any puppies arrive dirty at their destination but better to be prepared then to have to drive home with a stinky crate 

and puppy! 

 

The puppy will likely be thirsty, so a dish and water will be appreciated.  Unless you have a very long ride home, I 

wouldn’t worry about feeding the puppy until you reach your destination. 

 

Before picking up the puppy, try to find an area close by the airport that would be safe to let the puppy out of it’s 

crate for a play and potty break.  They might pee on a leash, but likely won’t poop when on a leash, so a safe area 

where they can be off leash for a few minutes will do the trick.  When they arrive, you can take them outside 

immediately, hopefully they will pee.  Then load them back into their crate and take them to the area that you found

for them to have a few minutes off leash. 

 

I usually put a toy in the crate with the puppy, so don’t throw it out with the bedding. 

 

There should be an envelope taped to the top of the crate that will have all the puppies paperwork, as well as an 

envelope that has a ziplock baggie inside with puppy food (this may not be possible for international flights 

because of the restrictions on transporting pet food across the border). 

 

PLEASE call or email me as soon as possible to let me know that the puppy arrived safely! 
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We have some amazingly talented groom

challenged Aussie owners…. 
 

Many people are just looking for a quick 

 

WWhhaatt  yyoouu  wwiillll  nneeeedd::  
  

 Small slicker brush (I prefer #1 A

 Large slicker brush 

 Good quality comb; tines can be

 Nail trimmers or dremel 

 Straight or curved shears 

 Thinning shears 

 

AAnndd  aa  CCLLEEAANN  ddoogg!!  
  

Trying to trim a dirty dog not only will ruin

 

How do you get that clean dog?  Dilute y

part shampoo to 10 parts water will work

 

Wet your dog.  Apply shampoo.  This firs

round 2 with the shampoo to properly pe

This time really work that shampoo in.  M

the ears.  This is one of the areas on the

clean.  Get the hair on the outside of the

up; and pay careful attention to get the h

 

Don’t forget that bottom!  Lift the hair and

any swelling of anal glands, or irritation o

and that area tends to get dirty. 

 

Rinse, rinse, rinse, and when you’re sure

 

I use a chamois type towel to dry my dog

go right back to soaking up more water! 

               

TThhee  ““DDoogg  PPaarrkk  TTrriimm””  

ers in our Aussie community, and then we have some…..scissor 

neat trim, not conformation ring perfection, but dog park appropriate ☺ 

ll Systems slickers) 

 medium to coarse, and should be at least 1” (I prefer 1 1/2”) long 

 your scissors, but you will get a very poor trim. 

our shampoo according to directions (or if none given, usually about 1 

) in very warm water. 

t shampoo is basically your grease dissolving shampoo, which will allow 

netrate and get down to the skin. Rinse.  Apply shampoo a second time.  

any people forget or don’t think that it’s safe to wash the ears and around 

 dog that tends to get greasy, so it’s an important area to get nice and 

 ear leather soaped up; get the hair on the inside of the ear leather soaped

air that grows right below the ears.  Get it good and clean! 

 actually check the rectal area and make sure that it’s clean, check for 

f the skin.  Many Aussies have a little crease right underneath their dock, 

 they’re clean, rinse again! 

s.  I like being able to soak up the water and then wring out the towel, and
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               I use a high velocity dryer (a blower) to dry my dogs.  Toweling them and then letting them air dry is fine for the 

“Dog Park Trim”.  But if you ever have some extra cash, buy a blower!!  Love it for quickly drying dogs after baths; 

quickly blowing off rain water and dirt in yucky weather; and there is no substitute for a blower when your dog is 

blowing coat!  A good bath, and blow them out, and all that loose hair is gone! 

 
Note:  Never bath a matted dog!  Matts will tighten as they dry, making it much more difficult and more painful for 

your dog to remove them! 

 

Use extreme caution if you try to dry your dog with a ‘human’ hair dryer.  Dog dryers don’t use heated air.  It’s very 

very very easy to burn a dog’s skin with a hairdryer.  If you are going to use one, keep your free hand within the air 

stream from the dryer so that you can tell how hot your dog’s skin is getting. 

 

Now you have a clean and dry dog!  Time to start trimming! 

 

FFeeeett  
  

Trim the nails as short as possible without ‘quicking’ the dog (if you haven’t practiced this, you may want to have 

Qwick Stop or Styptic sticks handy to stop the bleeding if you accidentally trim a nail too short).  Don’t forget the 

dewclaws if your dog has them.  They grow fast due to not being worn down by contact with the ground, so you 

can expect to have a significant amount to cut back. 

 

Time to get rid of those fuzzy bedroom slipper feet!  

 

Use your straight or curved shears to trim the hair on the bottom of the foot.  Trim it flush with the pads.  Trim 

around the outside edges of the foot so that the hair is even with the top edge of the pads. 

Next, use your small slicker brush to brush the hair on the top of the foot backwards.  You will get the soft hair from

between the toes sticking up as well as the coarser guard hair from the top of the foot sticking up.  If you’re brave, 

use your curved shears or straight shears to trim off all the long hair that sticks up.  If you want to go a bit slower, 

use your thinning shears to trim away this hair.  Thinning shears take less hair with every snip, and the scissor cuts

are blended with the uncut hair, so if you make a mistake, it shouldn’t be as drastic as an oops with regular shears.

 

Trim all 4 feet. 

 

On the front legs you can tidy up the pasterns.  This is the area between the foot and the wrist.  Use your small 

slicker to brush the pastern hair so that it is standing straight back from the leg.  Depending on your bravery, you 

can use either your regular shears or your thinners to neaten up this hair.  If the dog is a companion, and you 

really don’t like water and mud tracked into the house, you can take this hair fairly short.  If you prefer the look of 

the ‘show’ dogs, then neaten it up but leave it about ¾ - 1” in length. 
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On the back legs you have hock hair to deal with.  The hock is the area between the foot and the ankle.  Brush 

the hock hair out thoroughly with your slicker, and then use your comb to brush and lift the hair so that it stands out

from the hock.  For most companion dogs about 1” of hock hair should be enough.  Show dogs may leave it a little 

longer, and their groomers are going to be much fussier on the shape of the hock hair.  For the “Dog Park Trim” we

don’t need to be quite as fussy.  Again, decide on how brave you are and if you want to use your regular shears or 

your thinning shears.  Making a straight line, trim the hock hair to the desired length.  We don’t want square 

‘corners’ on the hock hair, so use your scissors to round off the edges.  For companion dogs I do one more step – 

lift the leg, brush the hock hair straight down, flat to the leg, any hair that extends past the edge of the pad, trim off. 

You can get fancy and round off the bottom where the hock hair meets the back of the foot. 

 

TTaaiill  
 

Since we’re already at the rear of the dog, we can deal with the tail (the shorter the dock the easier it is to trim the 

tail).  I run my thumb and forefinger down the spine; keeping that same width I continue down to the tail (or where 

the tail would have been), that tells me the width that I want to trim the tail hair.  I use curved shears, but thinning 

shears are just fine.  The hair that is sitting between my thumb and forefinger I cut straight across.  If it’s the first 

time the tail has been trimmed, you are going to have a lot of thick hair.  You’ll end up with a bit of a wedge cut.  I 

try to minimalize that by cutting the layer of hair closest to the skin/butt, shorter, and leave the top most layer 

slightly longer to camouflage the wedge.  How short should we trim?  Personally I prefer a very short tail trim, so I 

trim as short as I can without the anus showing.  Most people don’t like to walk behind their dog and look at it’s 

anus! 

 

EEaarrss  
 

Back up to the front end and let’s get rid of those scraggly ears!  This is where a good pair of thinning shears is 

going to make a huge difference in the quality of your trim.  Brush the ear hair out thoroughly.  Make sure to comb 

the area behind the ears where mats often form.  Use your small slicker to brush the hair backwards so that it is 

standing up on the ears.  Grasp the ear so that your thumb is on the outer side, and your curled fingers are lifting 

and rounding the ear leather from underneath. 

 

Use your thinning shears to blend the top half of the ear with the skull.  Always cut in the direction of hair growth!  

Never cut across the hair or against the hair growth!!  The lower half of the ear can be trimmed fairly short and 

smooth.  Flip the ear up so that you can trim the underside of the ear leather.  Use your regular scissors to quickly 

trim away all the long straggly hairs from under the ear.  Fold the ear back down, use your slicker to brush the ear 

hair flat; lift the ear and look at the edge.  Is there hair extending past the edge of the ear?  Use your thinners or 

regular shears to neaten the line of the ear.  Use your thinners to blend the area where the ear meets the head. 

 

Stop often and step back to evaluate your work.  You can always trim more off, but it’s hard to put it back once it’s 

been cut! 
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Some dogs have very thick, but very soft, fine hair behind their ears and under the ear.  You can thin this out with 

your thinning shears.  Slide your thinners into the hair so that the thinners are flat against the skin IN THE 

DIRECTION THE HAIR GROWS. Snip.  Comb out.  Stop and take a look and decide if you need to take more out, 

or if you are pleased with the appearance. 

 

Repeat with the other ear. 

 

When you think you are finished, step back and check that the ears are even.  Say your dog’s name, make a 

squeaky noise, show him/her a cookie, and evaluate your ear trim when the ears are at attention.  If you see any 

areas that need fixing, do so.  If not, wow!  You have done an excellent job with your first ear trim! 

 

BBooddyy  
  

What’s that large slicker for?  If your dog will lay on its side, you can use the slicker to line brush your dog.  This 

will absolutely maximize removing loose hair, totally eliminate any tangles, and allow you to check your dog’s skin 

from head to ….tail…dock? 

 

To line brush, start at one end of the dog or the other.  Your choice.  Part the hair in a straight line so that you can 

see the skin.  Hold back the rest of the hair with the flat of your hand.  Now use your slicker to brush tiny sections 

of hair, moving towards your hand, and always making sure that you can see right down to the skin.  Brush the 

entire body like this and you will have a gorgeous soft coat, nice and glossy, and completely tangle free! 

 

And now you’re ready to show off that new look at the dog park! 
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HHuummaann  MMeeddiiccaattiioonnss  TTOOXXIICC  ttoo  DDooggss

 Pain relievers (Advil, Aleve, Motrin, Tylenol) 

 Antidepressants (Zoloft, Cymbalta, Effexor) 

 ADD/ADHD medications (Ritalin, Vyvanse) 

 Sleep aids (Klonopin, Ambien, Lunesta) 

 Muscle relaxants (Lioresal, Flexeril) 

 Heart medications (Cartia, Cardizem) 

 

LLoottss  

HHoouussee  PPllaannttss  

Castor Bean 

Daffodil 

Dieffenbachia (Dumb Cane) 

Elephant Ear 

Hyacinth 

Narcissus 

Oleander 

 

FFlloowweerr  GG

Autum

Bleedin

Foxglo

Iris 

Larksp

Lily-of-

Monks

Star of

 

AAnndd  SSoommee  TT
 Alcohol and alcoholic beverages 

 Caffeine 

 Antifreeze 

 Cedar Mulch 

 Laundry detergent 

 

               

BBee  AAwwaarree!!    

  AAnndd  SSoommee  FFooooddss  TToooo……  

 Chocolate 

.Onions 

.Grapes and raisins 

.Garlic   

Egg whites (uncooked are difficult to digest) 

Turkey/gravy – very high fat,can cause pancreatitis 

Chewing gum & candy containing Xylitol 

Avacado 

Raw bread dough 

Macadamia nuts 

  

ooff  DDiiffffeerreenntt  PPllaannttss  

aarrddeenn  PPllaannttss  

n Crocus 

g Heart 

ve 

ur 

the-Valley 

hood 

 Bethlehem 

VVeeggggiiee  GGaarrddeenn  PPllaannttss  

Rhubarb 

 

TTrreeeess  &&  SShhrruubbss  

Black Locust 

Elderberry 

Oak trees 

Wild and cultivated cherries 

hhiinnggss  iinn  HHoouussee  aanndd  YYaarrdd……..  
 Fertilizer 
 Plaster 

 Putty 

 Cocoa Bean Mulch 

 Cigars & Cigarettes 
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From Shawna Wiebe (Kinring Aussies in Manito
 

Kinring had an excellent weekend in Brandon! 
  

ASCA/CKC CH Kinring's Azeri (AKC GCH/ASCA

JS-E RS-O x CH Kinring's Let Them Eat Cake) finis
  

CKC CH. Harmony Hill's Talk Is Cheap ( MBIS CH

JS-O GS-N AGN ADC SGDC) finished his CKC cha
  

BIS CKC CH. Kinring's Ticket To The Top (AKC 

GCH/ASCA HOF/CKC/UKC BIS CH Crofton Hide 

and Seek STDd GS-E JS-E RS-O x CH Kinring's Le

Them Eat Cake) picked up his first ASCA major.  

Shown to WD, BOS (to his sister), by his mom 

Colleen Rogala. 
  

The ASCA/AKC/CKC CH Harmony Hill's La Bamba

x CH Stormridges Isn't It Obvious? litter hit the ring 

for the first time. Oak Hollow's Obviously 
Exquisite, co bred and owned by Heather Rodger,

started off with a BOS over specials and a Best 

Puppy in Group.  
 
Obviously Kinring (pictured) took over the next da

 

The puppy group ring was a clean sweep as CH Ki
Denzin, took a BOW to finish, and topped it off with

  

Brother Shelby out West has been having fun in the

a couple of weekends, owned and handled by Heat

  

Nikki has continued to rack up the agility titles and a

CD ADC SGDC AGDC (AKC GCH/ASCA HOF/CK

x ASCA/CKC CH Kinring's Let Her Fly STDs). Own

              

BBrraaggss  

ba) 

 HOF/CKC/UKC BIS CH Crofton Hide and Seek STDd GS-E 

hed her ASCA championship with a Best of Breed win. 

 Harmony Hill Money Talks x CH Harmony Hill Heads or Tails 

mpionship with a 4 point BOW. 

t 

 

 

y with her own BOS win and Best Puppy in Group. 

nring's Joy Ride, co owned, trained, and handled by Lydine 

 a Best Puppy in Group (and WOW was he naked!) 
 ring, Kinring's Obviously Aimnhigh, is up to 7 points in just 

her Cloran. 

dds AGDC to her name, Kinring's In The Nick of Time CGN 
C/UKC BIS CH Crofton Hide and Seek STDd GS-E JS-E RS-O  

ed, trained and handled by Sally Spiss.. 
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From Gail Stephens (Kirrabilli Aussies in Ontario) 

 

Kirrabilli is excited to announce that our Scotty daughter, 

"Capri"  (Jolifilo I Believe At Kirrabilli) received her CKC 

championship at Ontario Breeders show in February, going WB 

and BOS.  

 

 Linda Limoges at Jolifilo was pleased as punch to hear the 

news! 
 

 

 

From Karen Cunningham (Cedarpaws Aussies in Ontario) 

 

At  the Ontario Breeders show Feb. 16th and 17th  

Terwins One In A Million, daughter of Ch Cedarpawsnterwin 

Coup Deville X Cedarpaws I’m A Believer won Best Baby Puppy 

In Show both days. 

 

Thanks to Judges Tom & Sandy Alexander 

 

Love that Kenzie 

 

 

 

From Phyllis McCullum (Starwood Aussies in New Brunswick) 

 

Harper has earned the required titles to become a Supreme 

Performance Champion and also received the new CKC Grand 

Champion Excellent title.  She is now MBIS MBISS HOF SPCh 
GChEX Clearfires Dreaming In Colour TDX CDX RAE AGIS 
AGIJS CGN.  Harper was bred by Jacqueline Campbell. 
 

Harper’s daughter, Brenna has also earned the Grand Champion 

Excellent title and is now MBIS GChEX Starwoods Awake In A 
Dream CGN RE AGN AGNJ CD. 
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From Angela Slauenwhite (Novacoast Aussies in Nova Scotia) 

 

On February 10th, we had our first shows of the season.   

 

We finished our beautiful red tri girl, Adele under judge Ole 

Nielson.  Adele is now known as Ch Novacoast Feel My 
Love.  We also had Adele's littermate entered in the show, 

it was their last show as puppies.  Ch Novacoast Justify 
My Love, "Justus", ended his puppy career in style by 

winning the herding group of 52 dogs!  We couldn't have 

been prouder!  Adele and Justus were both breeder/owner 

handled. 
 

 

From Brittany Ernst (Nova Scotia) 
 

Woobie (CFC CKC Ch Novacoast Calculated Risk CGN RA CD DD) recently earned three Rally Advanced B 

legs to complete his Rally Advanced (RA) title earning High in Class each of the three trials with scores of 98, 98 

and 99.  Later in the day Woobie went on to earn the first leg of his Rally Excellent B class with a score of 98 and 

another High in Class win.  Woobie and I enjoyed a wonderful start to the 2013 show/trial season at the Halifax 

Kennel Club show. 
   

Woobie has just turned two years old in January; I am proud to 

say we have accomplished a lot together over the last year.  

Woobie started off 2012 by earning his Canine Good Neighbour 

(CGN).  He then went on to finish his Pre-Novice Obedience 

(PCD) and Rally Novice (RN) titles in two weekends, earning 

multiple 2nd High in Class in the Rally Novice A class.  Spring 

2012, Woobie passed the Therapeutic Paws of Canada therapy 

dog test in hopes of starting to make visits to nursing homes 

and hospitals. 
   

Woobie and I then worked hard to earn his Novice Obedience (CD) title and earned 3 High in Class wins and a 

High in Trial win!  After attending a Draft Dog workshop, summer 2012, Woobie and I then successfully completed 

a Draft Dog test to receive his Draft Dog (DD) title.   
 

Woobie earned his CFC Championship and picked up a group 1st and group 2nd along the way.  Woobie was 

owner handled to a Best of Breed win for his 3pt major and then owner handled to his final point to finish his CKC 

Championship. 
 

Woobie is owned, trained, handled and loved by Brittany Ernst, NS. 
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DDOOGG  OOWWNNEERRSS  FFIITTNNEESSSS  PPRROOGGRRAAMM......  
 

You've seen those ads on TV promising amaz

Well, there's no need to invest in fancy equipm

need to get in shape now!!! 

 

The following exercises can (and will) be done

 

Inner Thighs: Place the dog's favorite toy bet  

legged - dogs that favor shortcuts to success 

 
Upper Body Strength: Lift the dog - off the co

As the dog ages, this exercise is reversed - on

 

Balance and Coordination  
 

Exercise 1: Remove your puppy from unsuitab

for you. Do it anyway! 

 

Exercise 2: Practice not falling when your dog

slams both front paws into the back of your kn

 

Exercise 3: (for use with multiple dogs) Remo

 

Exercise 4: (alternate) For older dogs, attemp

without crushing any part of a sleeping elderly

 

Upper Arms: Throw the ball. Throw the sque

 
Upper Arms: (alternate) Tug the rope. Tug th

the dog gives up (we all know which comes fir

 

Hand Coordination: Remove foreign object f

owners. Repeat. Repeat. Repeat. Remember

(think concert pianist) to prevent trips to the ve
JJuusstt  FFoorr  FFuunn  !!  

ing results from all sorts of contraptions.  

ent. If you have (or can borrow) a dog, you have everything you 

 anywhere, anytime. 

ween thighs. Press tighter than the dog can pull. Do not attempt bare

will just dig the toy out. You could be damaged. 

uch, off the bed, out of the flowerbed. Repeat, repeat, and repeat. 

to the couch, onto the bed, into the car and so on. 

le tight places. If they're too small for him, they're certainly too small 

 bounds across the full length of the room, sails through the air, and 

ees. 

ve all dogs from lap and answer the phone before it stops ringing. 

t to cross a room without tripping over the dog. Get off your couch 

 dog. ·  

aky toy. Throw the Frisbee. Repeat until nauseous. 

e pull toy. Tug the sock. Repeat until your shoulder is dislocated or 

st). 

rom locked jaw. This exercise is especially popular with puppy 

, this is a timed exercise. Movements must be quick and precise 

t, which only offer the minimal exercise 
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Calves: After the dog has worn out the rest of your body, hang a circular toy on your ankle and let the dog tug 

while you tug back. WARNING: This is feasible only for those with strong bones and small dogs. Have you taken 

your calcium supplement today? 

·  

Calves: (alternate) Run after dog - pick any reason, there are plenty. Dogs of any size can be used for this 

exercise. Greyhounds are inadvisable. 

 

Neck Muscles: Attempt to outmaneuver the canine tongue headed for your ear, mouth, or eyeball. This is a 

lifelong fitness program. A dog is never too old or too feeble to "French Kiss" you when you least expect it.·. 
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The CNASA directors for the 2011

• President - Clare Park – a

• Vice President – Marney 

• Secretary - Gail Stephens

• Treasurer – Melissa O’Re

Directors - at - Large 

• Zone 1 - B.C./Yukon - Jes

• Zone 2 - Alberta – Leah M

• Zone 3 - Man/Sask/NWT 

• Zone 4 - Ontario/Nunavut

• Zone 5 - Quebec - Carolin

• Zone 6 - NB/NS/PEI/NL -

 

 

 

Many members have indicated on

If you would like to bring your tale

Contact the Committee Chair (if n  

member - you'll be welcomed with

 

• Herding – Chairperson –

• Public Information/Educ

• Constitution/Bylaws/Co

• Hall of Fame and Top D

• Health/Genetics 

• Membership - Chairpers

• National Specialty - 201

• Newsletter - Chairperson

 

Brief descriptions 
 
TThhee  22001133//1144  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  &&  DDiirreeccttoorrss

-12 term 

lchera@sympatico.ca  

Cook – blktri@vianet.ca  

 - kirrabilli@xplornet.ca 

illy - moreilly3@gmail.com 

sie Dare - sendoaaussies@gmail.com 

cBride – colanna@xplornet.ca 

– Shannon Cole - tscole@mymts.net  

 – Leah Swatko – ministik@xplornet.ca  

e Carrier - sweetnsour@hotmail.fr 

 Angela Slauenwhite - angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 

CCoommmmiitttteeeess  

 their Membership Applications that they are willing to work on Committees.   

nts and hard work to one of these Committees  PLEASE DO NOT BE SHY!!  

amed) or your Zone Director and let her know of your willingness to be a working

 open arms!! 

 Heather Forbes - glenerran@xplornet.com  

ation - Chairperson - Angela Slauenwhite - angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 

de of Ethics/French Translations 

og - Chairperson - Caroline Carrier - sweetnsour@hotmail.fr  

on - Clare Park - alchera@sympatico.ca 

4 National Chair – Tanya Wheeler – tuckercr@tbaytel.net  

 - Gail Stephens -  kirrabilli@xplornet.ca 

of the work carried out by each Committee can be found on the website 

http://www.cnasa.ca/committees.htm

mailto:alchera@sympatico.ca
mailto:blktri@vianet.ca
mailto:kirrabilli@xplornet.ca
mailto:moreilly3@gmail.com
mailto:sendoaaussies@gmail.com
mailto:colanna@xplornet.ca
mailto:tscole@mymts.net
mailto:ministik@xplornet.ca
mailto:sweetnsour@hotmail.fr
mailto:angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
mailto:glenerran@xplornet.com
mailto:angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
mailto:sweetnsour@hotmail.fr
mailto:alchera@sympatico.ca
mailto:tuckercr@tbaytel.net
mailto:kirrabilli@xplornet.ca
http://www.cnasa.ca/committees.htm


 

               THE  CANADIAN  NATIONAL  AUSTRALIAN  SHEPHERD  ASSOCIATION   NEWSLETTER                                                          SPRING  2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End 
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