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From	 the	 Editor	 

 I am very happy with 
this edition of the 
Quarterly.  It was so 
nice to get articles from 
the membership to be 
included and I always 
love getting ads and 
brags too!  The more 
we put into our 
Quarterly magazine the 
better it will be.   

If you have any 
submissions for the Fall 
edition please feel free 
to email them to me.   

Angela Slauenwhite 

CNASA Quarterly 
Editor

mailto:angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
mailto:cveinot@msn.com
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From Our President 

Welcome to tick season, followed shortly after by mosquito season!  Ahhh, the joys 
of Manitoba summers!

The board of the Canadian Kennel Club approved the request for the 
MINIATURE AMERICAN SHEPHERD to be polled by membership to be 
included as a listed breed for competition purposes, at their March 2016 Meeting.

A brief history for those not familiar with the MAS:

In 1968 breeders began to try and breed a smaller version of the Australian 
Shepherd.  They called these dogs Mini Australian Shepherds.

In 1990 the Miniature Australian Shepherd Club of the United States of America 
was formed.  They developed a standard for the ‘Mini Aussie’.

In 2011 the AKC recognized MASCUSA as the parent club of the Miniature 
Australian Shepherd.

There was a huge 
outcry from the 
Australian Shepherd 
fancy regarding the 
use of ‘Miniature’ and 
‘Australian Shepherd’ 
as all of the parent 
clubs for the 
Australian Shepherd 
have always denied 
any size varieties.

A compromise was 
reached and AKC recognized the Miniature American Shepherd, MAS, in 2012.

In 2015 the AKC granted full recognition to the MAS and we saw the first MAS at 
conformation shows, at Westminster, and champions were finished.
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In 2015 the UKC also recognized the MAS.

If the CKC poll is in favour of including the MAS the CKC will add it to a list of 
listed breeds in the miscellaneous group.  After 3 years the MAS may apply for full 
recognition by the CKC.

In the meantime they will be showing in Group 7, the Herding Group, and dogs 
will be able to earn championships, compete in performance events, etc..  Full 
recognition basically mean that the CKC will hold the stud books and will be able 
to issue pedigrees.

The recognition by the AKC seems to be a positive step for the MAS.  There is a 
breed standard – which is extremely similar to the Australian Shepherd standard (!) 
with the exception of the heights and the height DQ – and they are being judged 
against the standard by AKC judges.  Structure and type seem to be improving.

With the clear division between the Aussie and the MAS some Aussie breeders are 
feeling more comfortable about offering advice to MAS breeders, mentoring, and 
some have even become involved in the breed.  There have been some bumps along 
the road….with some MAS reaching 17-18” and some Aussies falling into that same 
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height range, judges have occasionally been confused as to which breed they have 
in their ring and whether it should be judged on the table or not!

My hope is that the recognition of the MAS will put some pressure on the 
backyard breeders of the so called ‘mini Aussie’, and that more buyers will turn to 
the recognized, hopefully health tested, registered, and reputable MAS breeders.

As an Aussie owner, and someone involved in public education on the Australian 
Shepherd, probably 9 out of 10 people who approach me tell me they have a ‘mini’ 
or are looking for a ‘mini’.  It’s good for us to be informed as to what is happening 
with the breed.

Back to our Aussies!  The 2017 
Nationals may seem like a long 
ways away, but I think it will be 
here much quicker then we 
think!  Start planning ahead and 
book yourself some holiday time 
so that you can come and join us 
in August 2017, for our National 
Specialty.

Putting on a Nationals is a 
HUGE undertaking and we 
don’t want Shannon Cole doing 
it all on her own!  Shannon will 
be asking for help on various 
committees; fundraising 
(everyone’s favourite 
committee!), hospitality, logo 
merchandise, agility, herding, etc..

Have a great summer!                       

Shawna
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Zone 1 Report 

Happy Summer Everyone!  Summer is a time of new beginnings and the season of 
dog shows moving outdoors.  I’d love to hear what everyone in the region is doing, 
I know many of you have been busy with various activities!  On my own front we 
are carrying on with tradition and ended the show season on the island with 
Pounce on 9 points in the fall.  In the past my dogs have then gone on and finished 
at Tyee Kennel Club’s show which has up until recently been the first show of the 
season.  Pounce followed suit finishing on the first day of the show.  She is my first 
bred-by champion and that feels pretty darn good!  She followed up that show by 
going to her first agility trial the following two days.  We didn’t Q any of our runs, 
but had a great weekend and the girls handled walking on the ferry both ways like 
troopers – when traveling with dogs on/off the island as walk on passengers we 
have to walk onto 
the vehicle deck 
which can be a 
pretty 
overwhelming 
experience and 
then are stuck 
down in the little 
“dog room” for 
the duration of 
the ride.  The 
rest of the 
summer will see 
us doing more 
classes and 
playing at a few fun trials and AAC trials now and then.  Fleece has started working 
in rally and loves it as it involves food.  
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Here in the west, we’ve been hit with a super hot spring already with little rain.  
This does not bode well for what we will be facing this summer.  There are a few 
things we can do to make our canine companions and ourselves a little more 
comfortable at shows and trials.

1.  Water.  Lots of water for both you and your dog.  Many performance events 
have hoses and pools for dogs in the summer, if not, bring enough to soak your dog 
down.  I like to freeze water in bottles to use as ice packs for food but also to have 
water for the dogs as it thaws.  Don’t give a hot dog freezing cold water and watch 
that they aren’t drinking excessively, particular before exertion.

2. Shade.  If you’re frequenting a lot of events during the summer the 
investment in a shade tent is a good one.  They range in price so you can set a 
budget and likely stay in it.  There are everything from small tent type covers that 
would fit a couple crates and maybe a chair to the full 10 x 10 easy up canopies.  
Keep in mind whether you’re going to have to be putting up the shade by yourself 
or not, if the sites are windy and remember the more expensive you can go, the 
more likely it will last more than a season or two.  Talk to fellow exhibitors and 
friends and find out what brands they’ve liked or not.  Shade cloths and reflective 
screens are also a great investment.  There are a variety from cloths that provide 
shade to foil type tarps that reflect all sun to silver mesh type screens.  All are 
helpful.  Have enough to be able to put on two sides of your set up/crates.

3. Cooling equipment.  This could be cool coats, cool mats, wet towels etc.  
Often we ask our dogs to run hard in the heat, having a nice cool coat for them to 
wear before/after help to keep their body  heat down.   Again there are a variety of 
styles, some are better than others.  Try them on your dog, ask friends what they 
like before you invest the money.  Or, draping a wet towel over the dog will work as 
well.  There are also cool mats which generally get soaked and they absorb water.  
In my experience the dogs don’t like laying on these, but they are also an option.
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4. Fans.  These are not a necessity, but are nice to have.  One of the nicest I’ve 
seen are the battery powered fans by Ryobi.  They work as just a fan, but put over a 
5 gallon bucket of water and they can mist as well as blow air.  There are many fans 
that will clip onto crates or could be freestanding in front of a crate.  

5. Whatever else you can think of!  A person could spend a lot of money 
getting all the gadgets but water and shade are the main things a person and their 
dog need.

The main thing to remember  is to watch your dog.  If they are getting hot, help 
cool them down.  Remember gradual temperature changes, not sudden ones.  Keep 
an eye on the temperature of the ground surface you’re working on.  Pay attention 
to how the sun is moving and ensure shade moves with the sun.  Be sure to check 
on your dog frequently.

Have a fun and safe summer.  Good luck to everyone on whatever ventures you are 
persuing! 

Carly Smith 

Zone 1  

BC/YT Director 

saucyaussies@hotmail.com 
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Zone 2 Report 

Hello all,

Spring appears to have sprung in beautiful Alberta, and winter has randomly 
returned, sometimes both in the same day.  The unusually mild temperatures this 
year have the Aussies dragging me outside every chance they get.  No complaints 
here as it so much more fun walking 
and exploring when the weather is 
great.  Traveling to the early spring 
shows that are usually fraught with 
unpredictable weather and nasty road 
conditions (Camrose and the BRCA 
comes to mind) was most pleasant this 
year with dry roads, no freak 
snowstorms, and no mud on site.  

Speaking of the Camrose show, this year I had the privilege of attending the CPHA 
Top Dogs dinner and awards held over the weekend.  Top dogs and a top notch 
evening of fabulous food, hilarious entertainment, and a fundraiser auction.  
Congratulations to John and Sheree Miller, breeders of the #8 dog, 
AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD, GCh Copperridge Win Advisory, the handsome 
Chandler. 

I received a phone call several weeks ago from a distraught owner.  Their puppy 
had visited their community vet clinic for his third and final set of vaccines at 16 
weeks of age, and the vet, against this breeder’s recommendation, also 
administered a rabies vaccine at the same time.  Puppy was very soon lethargic 
which rapidly progressed to complete inability to walk or support his own weight.  
They rushed him into the emergency where test after test came up normal/negative 

�11



CNASA Quarterly Summer 2016

and after 3 days of ICU care, the treating vets determined this was a case of 
vaccine reaction.  It was their recommendation that the two vaccines should not 
be combined and should be spaced at least 4 weeks apart.  Pup was treated with 
steroids and supportive care and was released a few days later.  It was over a full 
week before puppy was up and walking on his own and eventually returned to his 
usual puppy self.  My owners have become advocates for awareness of the possible 
dangers of vaccines, reactions that can occur, and the need to have your vet listen 
to your wishes and respect an owner’s decision.  

The local ASCA affiliate club, Australian Shepherd Fanciers of Alberta, will be 
hosting a herding instinct certificate testing day on June 4 in Okotoks.  The test is 
open to all breeds.  Details can be found on CanuckDogs. 

Theresa Casselman 

Director Zone 2 

Alberta 

casselcreek@cciwireless.ca 
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Zone 3 Report 

Greetings from Zone 3

Spring is finally here in Manitoba and it is time to enjoy the outdoors!

Speaking of outdoors we are well underway organizing our Regional Specialty to be 
held the weekend of August 11-14, 2016 in East St. Paul, MB just north of 
Winnipeg.  We were very successful last year with a large entry.  Let’s make this 
year as successful or more.

The club has started working on fundraising for Nationals to be held here in 
Manitoba in 2017!  I would like to take the time out to thank Sylvia Swaenepoel for 
making the arrangements and printing tickets for a 50/50 draw to be drawn at the 
Portage Kennel Club the July long weekend.  I would also like to thank various club 
members for stepping up to help sell tickets!  If you want some tickets to sell 
please contact me.  I still have some books available.

If anyone has fundraising suggestions or would like to lead a fundraising event 
please let me know, your help will gratefully be appreciated.   The proceeds will go 
directly to fund the Nationals.  If anyone would like to assist with any of the events 
or help with the organization of the Nationals your help will be appreciated.

I’m still collecting articles for the puppy packages which when completed will be 
available on the CNASA website.  I’m looking for training articles on recall and 
crate training.  If you have any you are willing to share please send them to my 
email address.

Have a great summer! 

Shannon Cole                                          

Director Zone 3 

MB/SK/NWT 

tscole@mymts.net 
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Zone 4 Report 

Hello to all the CNASA members in Zone 4!!

There is finally warm weather heading our way and a chance to get outside and 
shake off any of the winter blues.  Welcome summer 2016!!  We hope you all have 
been enjoying the weather and had a chance to get out and be active with your 
Aussies.

Not much to report here in Ontario.  We hope to see you out at Conformation 
Shows, Agility Trials, Barn Hunts, Obedience and Rally events.  

Please feel free to contact either one of us with your concerns and/or comments.  
We look forward to seeing you out at dog events!!

We hope you have had a chance to submit any brags to Angela as we didn’t get 
anything to submit with our report.

Just as an FYI – here is a list of some of the up-coming dog events in Ontario:

Ottawa Kennel Club – May 27 – 29

Aurora & District Kennel Club – May 28 – 29

Erie Shores – June 3 -6

Kenora Dog Club – June 17 – 19

Thuder Bay Kennel Club – June 24 – 26
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London Canine Association – July 9 – 10

Barrie Kennel & Obedience Club – July 30 – Aug 1

Poll to the Zone 4 Members:  We have been asked by the Caledon Kennel 
Association if we would like to hold a Regional Specialty and Booster during their 
show.  CNASA Members – would there be any interest?  I know there was one held 
there a few years ago.  If you are interested, can you please let me know in an email 
at holleraussies@gmail.com?  I’d like to put together a show committee for this 
show and would like members to volunteer.  That doesn’t mean you can’t show your 
dog(s) that weekend or even in the Specialty or Booster!!!  I’m just looking for help 
to make sure prizes get to the right person (and help making up prize bags).  Please 
let me know!!

Before we sign off – here’s a thought….have you recently sold a puppy or adult?  
Did you ask the buyers what their plans are for the dog?  Whether the dog will be a 
constant companion or they want to try their hand in a dog sport – they would 
benefit from becoming a CNASA member!!  I know I will be including a 
membership form in documents I give buyers.

Karen Doughty & Vanessa Lobo 

Zone 4 Directors  

Ontario & Nunavut 

vlobo@rogers.com 

kdoughty80@icloud.com 
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Zone 6 Report 

Hello CNASA Members!

Summer is almost here and our show season is in full swing now.  Time to get your 
aussies out whether you are competing in conformation, obedience, rally, agility, 
herding, etc.  The best part of summer in the Maritimes, though, is the beaches!  
It's definitely my aussies favourite place to go...luckily it's mine too!  

The board has been working very hard over the past year and a half to make your 
club the best that it can be.  We have made some great improvements over the 
year, including our new Facebook page, Facebook group and our new website!  We 
have some protects lined up for this year too!  Please don't forget, this is YOUR 
club so if you have any suggestions or ideas that you feel would benefit the club 
please let me know so that I can take it to the board.   

Have a great summer everyone!

Angela Slauenwhite 

Zone 6 Director 

Atlantic Provinces 

angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 
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Ask Morgan... 

Got a question?  Morgan is happy to give you her 
opinion, and she's always got one!  

Her qualifications?  Princess Morgana is descended 
from a long line of royalty, known for their beauty, 
intelligence, did I mention beauty?, and are always 
the epitome of modesty and humility (NOT!!!). 
Morgan has a great deal of training experience as 
shown by her well trained staff of humans. She is also 
an expert in dog behaviour and bending the canine 
mind to do her bidding. Morgan gives back to society 
through her work as Chief Inspector for Puppy and 
Pack Services, so she feels that she is well qualified to 
answer any whelping, neonate, or puppy rearing 
questions. 

Morgan may delegate some of the question answering to her human staff, but she 
can be counted on to always give her opinion!

Question:  Morgan, how do I trim the hair on my Aussie’s ears? 

Morgan: Make sure your mom is a professional dog trimmer.  I insist on a 
professional table, professional noose, professional scissors, professional combs……
I only deals with professionals (professional = princess quality).  Professional 
handlers, professional dog walkers, professional dog feeders.  Anyone who knows 
me, knows that I have to approve your qualifications before you can join my team 
of professionals. (Morgan’s mom - Please don’t tell Morgan that I’m not a 
professional!!  It took 10 years before she agreed to be shown by me!)
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Morgan's Staff: You don’t need to be a professional to do a nice job trimming 
your dog’s ears!  It does take some practice, and it helps to have a few doggy 
victims that won’t be making any public appearances for a couple of months to 
practice on!  You will need professional scissors though!  I love my Geib Speed 
cutters (thinners) although they might take too much hair for someone just 
learning.  My Kenchi’s are also great thinners.  I also use a curved shear. 

My scissor selection: Geib 8" 
curves, Geib Speed Cutters, 
Kenchi's, and another pair of 
Geib's.

A good comb and a small 
slicker are important tools
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It is extremely important to start with clean ears!  I always wash the ears, inner 
leather and outer leather, at least 2 times, often 3 times, to make sure that all 
grease/oil is removed.  People often worry about washing the ears as there is a very 
common belief that it will lead to ear infections.  A healthy ear will not get infected 
from bathing.  In fact, when a dog has a bad infection, the ear is usually flushed out 
to remove all the built up wax, pus, and debris.

Comb through the ear and surrounding 
hair. Comb all hair up to make 
trimming easier.

Take a good look at the ear set and carriage.  
You want the ears and hair to frame the face, 
but not detract from it.  Anything above the 
top of the skull should be trimmed fairly tight.   
Drop ears naturally frame the face. If the dog 
has a high ear carriage, a rose ear, or ‘flying 
nun’ ears, you can fold the ear into a drop ear 
to picture where the ‘frame’ would be.  Keep 
that ‘frame’ in mind when trimming the hair 
under and around the ear.
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Over trimming the hair under and around the ears can lead to the ears looking like 
someone built a dog, forgot the ears, and then at the last moment, remembered, 
and just stuck a pair on.

I always start trimming at the fold of the 
ear.  Comb the hair UP.   Always trim in the 
direction of hair growth, keep the scissor 
tips pointing towards the tip of the ear.  
NEVER trim across the hair.  You’ll end up 
with obvious cut marks. 

I lay the ear across my knuckles, holding it 
snug with my thumb.  The pressure of my 
knuckles helps lift the hair on the outside 
leather making it easier to trim.  As I trim I 
roll my hand so that I work my way down 
the ear leather towards the tip.

Depending on how long the hair is and how long it’s been since the last trim, I trim 
in several layers, always starting at the fold and moving towards the tip. Stopping 
often to comb the hair UP and stepping back to take a look at the progress.  Once 
I have the front of the ear trimmed to the length that I want, I look at the back of 
the ear, behind the fold.  I want to clean up this area so that the ear is defined and 
separate from the ruff.  Pay attention to the direction of hair growth.  The hair 
usually grows down towards the ruff so you need to adjust the direction that your 
scissors are pointing.
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Don’t get carried away!  You want the back of the fold defined, but don’t take any 
of the hair that grows from the back of the head or neck. If you do your dog will 
look scalped (not sculpted, scalped!).

Next I trim the edges of the ears.  I use curved shears to do this.  Lift the ear, 
brush or comb the hair out towards the edge of the ear.  You can see the edge of 
the leather through the hair.  I trim along the edge of the leather towards the tip of 
the ear.  The inner edge of the ear is a little harder to trim.  I often use my thinning 
shears and I don’t trim it as tight.
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I clean up the hair that grows on the inner 
leather and around the actual ear canal.   I'm 
using a curved shear.

The ‘Devil’s Horns’ that Aussies grow where the inner edge of the ear meets the 
skull need to be trimmed.  I pull the ear out straight and use my thinning shears to 
get into that little ‘corner’.  My thinners are pointed towards the tip of the ear.

Depending on the dog and the amount of coat that 
they carry, I may thin out the hair under the ear.  
Dogs with big coats will sometimes have so much 
coat the ear can’t hang properly.  If I need to trim 
under the ear, I use my thinning shears and slide 
them into the hair with the tip pointing in the 
direction of hair growth.  Snip, comb.  Snip, comb.  
Snip, comb.  Pausing to step back and check the 
progress.  Be careful not to take too much, especially 
on a dog with a higher ear carriage.
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The last step is to look at the back skull.  Some dogs have very furry heads!  Too 
much hair growing on the back skull can make a dog look domey.  I use my 
thinning shears, pointing them straight back in the direction of hair growth and 
very lightly and carefully trim the top of the skull.

 

Step back and bait the dog so that their ears come up and forward in attention.  
Do they look even?  Are there any stray hairs that need to be trimmed? Finish your 
touch ups and you’re ready to hit the ring!
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                  Before                                                                After

Question:  My dog barks and lunges at other dogs when he is on a leash, 
what do I do? 

Morgan:  I have strong opinions about other dogs and occasionally about people.  
I always voice my opinions.  There is a time and place for it though; at dog shows I 
usually walk right by with my nose in the air and pretend those other dogs don’t 
even exist.  Well…unless it’s a handsome young male…I might give him a second 
look, throw in a little head toss, and swish my pants when I walk by.                                     
However, I strongly dislike any dogs that appear to be having fun!  That must stop 
immediately!                                                                                                                   
Any loose, strange, dogs that approach are handled by my bodyguard (mom).
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Morgan's Staff:  Barking and lunging at other dogs while on leash is very, very, 
common.  Probably the most common behaviour issue for which people seek a 
trainer’s help.  Behaviourists call it leash reactivity, or describe the dog as reactive.  
It falls into the category of barrier aggression/frustration.

Thankfully, with most dogs it can be fixed fairly quickly!

First establish what behaviours your dog already knows and will perform quickly on 
cue.  ‘Sit’, ‘down’, ‘shake a paw’, etc., if your dog knows a hand touch/target, that’s 
perfect for this situation.

What does your dog consider highly rewarding?  Hopefully food lands somewhere 
near the top of the list as it’s one of the easiest rewards to deliver.  For this type of 
training you will want a couple of different food rewards, one that is good and that 
the dog would normally consider quite nice, and another that is ‘the best food 
ever!’, like liver, steak, or chicken.  You also want a fast and easy way to access the 
food.  I love the clip on bait bags; Outward Hound sells a nice bag for about $10, 
which will clip to a pant pocket, waistband, or belt loop.

While you are working on retraining leash behaviour and meeting other dogs, you 
need to absolutely minimize the encounters that your dog has with other dogs 
while on leash.  Walk early in the morning or late at night.  Choose a new route 
where there are less dogs.  Avoid parks where you might encounter a loose dog.

You need to become a powerful advocate and protector for your dog.  The deal that 
I make with my dogs is that I will keep them safe, I will deal with any stray or loose 
dogs, and they will watch calmly.  This means that you will have to be VERY 
assertive to prevent people from approaching with their ‘friendly’ dogs.  When I’m 
working with a reactive dog I am constantly scanning the environment for dogs.  If 
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I spot a dog coming I will loudly direct the owner to “CALL YOUR DOG!!”, if 
they reply that ‘he’s friendly’, I will repeat “CALL YOUR DOG!!”.  I step in 
between the loose dog and the dog that I’m working with; I will stomp at the loose 
dog and tell it to “GO AWAY” while telling the person to “CALL YOUR DOG”.  
Most people will get the idea by this point, and while they may glare, curse, and be 
ticked off by the whole encounter, they’ll call their dog.  If someone asks if their 
dog can say ‘Hi’ (usually while approaching quickly with their dog lunging at the 
end of a flexi), I say “NO” loudly and quickly.  I don’t try to go into a long 
explanation as to why the dog I’m working with can’t say ‘Hi’, if I did that, they 
would already be on top of us and the reactive dog will have a blow up.  If people 
stop and ask why, then I’m happy to explain provided that they’re at a comfortable 
distance for the dog that I’m working with.  Owners always tell me that they don’t 
want to seem grouchy, and they feel like they need to apologize because their dog 
doesn’t like total strange dogs jumping all over them.  Think of your dog as your 
child and there is a strange creepy guy approaching who wants to hug, touch, and 
kiss your child.  Would you apologize if your child was uncomfortable or would you 
protect them and tell the man to go away?

I often use a Halti/Gentle Leader when I am working with reactive dogs.  A huge 
part of controlling and retraining the dog encounters is being able to refocus the 
dog.  A Halti allows me to turn the dog’s head towards me and break their focus on 
an approaching dog.  Just make sure that the safety clip is attached to a strong well 
fitted collar in case the dog manages to pull the Halti off.

I start by checking how accurate and fast the dog is able to perform behaviours 
that it knows when outside on a leash.  Starting in the driveway I will ask for the 
dog to ‘sit’, ‘down’, ‘shake a paw’, etc.. I want a baseline performance level in a non-
stressful environment.  If the dog is willing to give me its attention and respond to 
cues then we are ready to start.
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I’ll have a friend walk a neutral, non-reactive dog, down the block.  When the dog 
that I’m working with sees the new dog, I step back to break the forward 
momentum, and ask for a simple behaviour like a sit.  Two things may happen:  1. 
The dog is willing and able to perform the behaviour (with a yummy food reward) 
and we are still in business!  2.  The dog is not able to perform something simple 
like a ‘sit’ which means that we have exceeded the dog’s threshold level.  This 
means the dog is in flight or fight mode and isn’t capable of learning, they are 
simply reacting.  

We want to be in situation #1.  We don’t want to push a dog into reacting.  
Whenever we get an explosive reaction, we take a big step backwards in the 
retraining progress.  If you accidentally end up in situation #2, back off quickly, 
and find the distance where the dog is again able to respond to commands.

In situation #1 we gradually decrease the distance between the reactive dog and 
the neutral dog.  Asking the dog to respond to simple commands, and rewarding 
heavily with the really high value treats.  There will come a point when the dog is 
slow to respond, has to be asked twice or three times before it complies, may not 
want the food, and will be starting to focus on the neutral dog.  This is the 
threshold.  We want to work the dog at the threshold, letting it adjust to the idea 
of the neutral dog being close but not reacting, practising focusing on the trainer/
owner.  Most dogs will start to focus and relax fairly quickly.  When the dog is fully 
relaxed, you can start decreasing the distance again.  You’ll reach the threshold 
again, repeat the focusing work, let the dog relax, and then move on. 

A trick that I find works really well with a lot of dogs is to ask them to circle.  
Reactive dogs tend to freeze before they explode.  When we ask them to circle 
they have to pay attention to the trainer/owner, it loosens them up, and circles 
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seem to make dogs happy.  I’ll alternate sit, shake a paw, circle, down, shake, hand 
touch, circle, sit, hand touch, shake, circle, etc..

At this point I usually start some moving encounters.  Have the reactive dog sit at 
the top of a driveway or sidewalk, then bring in the neutral dog.  Have the neutral 
dog start walking down the block, on the opposite side of the street, moving 
towards the reactive dog.  The distance may be the same or ideally even greater 
than the reactive dog was working at previously, but it’s a totally different situation.  
The reactive dog doesn’t know that the neutral dog will stay back, it may think 
that the dog is going to walk right up to it.  Reward heavily for appropriate 
response.  If it’s overwhelming for the dog, then ask the neutral dog to back off a 
bit.

This process is happening over days, possibly even weeks depending on the 
intensity of the reactive dog and how long the behaviour has been going on.  Don’t 
push too hard or too fast.  You are WAY better to move too slow then to make a 
mistake and move too fast.

I try and change up the neutral dog, ideally using dogs of different breeds and 
different colours.  

I introduce new situations gradually.  Walking down the street, staying on the 
opposite side of any approaching dogs.  Walking by yards with crazy barking dogs, 
again staying on the opposite side of the street.  Walking with another dog either 
in front or behind.  Working up to being able to pass a neutral dog on the same 
side of the street, and even going for a walk together with a neutral dog.  If 
possible, I try and use a known, neutral dog, when I’m introducing a new situation.  
I usually have enough happening with managing the reactive dog, and I don’t need 
to be fending off an obnoxious ‘friendly’ dog at the same time.
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Did you hear?  The Nationals are coming! The Nationals are coming! 
And we need you!

Putting on Nationals is a huge endeavour and we need all the help we can get.  
What if you don’t live in Manitoba?  Can you still help?  YES!  Anyone can help us, 
even from afar, or even if you plan to attend as a participant.

We need people in the following areas:

1.  Fundraising- Fundraising can be very easy!  Help sell some raffle tickets, or 
help sell product from one of our fundraising events.  Last year we used Mom’s 
Pantry and we plan to run another Mom’s Pantry event this winter.  Organizing a 
garage/yard sale is another activity which is very simple. I have one every year and 
use the money to purchase prizes for boosters.  Options are endless.

2. Sponsorship-Distributing letters to various pet stores/companies, 
veterinarians or possibly your employer are all sponsorship options. 

3. Hospitality-We need individuals who could put together hospitality bags for 
each competitor including swag for the bags.

4. Nationals Merchandise-This person or persons would be organizing the 
National merchandise by organizing the logo, ordering of the merchandise, and 
distribution of the merchandise.   

5. Event helpers-We need people helping out at both the herding and agility 
venues.  This would include course building, timing, sheet running, sheep/ducks 
wrangler etc.  You don’t have to have any experience in either venue!

If you are willing to assist with the Nationals in anyway please contact myself at 
tscole@mymts.net or Shawna Wiebe at kinring@mymts.net

Thank You,

Shannon
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Brandon Pet Expo Experience

By Shannon Cole

I was asked by one of the organizers of Brandon’s first ever Pet Expo if we 
(CNASA) would be interested in setting up a booth at the Pet Expo to be held on 
May 7 and 8th in Brandon, 
Manitoba.   I thought Why 
Not!  This would give me a 
chance to show case our breed, 
the club and it gave me a 
chance to hang out with my 
daughter for the weekend.  I 
even used one of her old 
projects as part of my display 
along with some flyers I made 
up, pictures, ribbons, and poop 
bags to give away.  I was set.

I must say educating the public was a huge part of my time due to the public’s lack 
of knowledge of our breed and pure bred dogs in general, possibly due to the 
propaganda ideas regarding pure bred dogs from rescue organizations, humane 
societies or the public’s own lack of knowledge.  I had people telling me I was 
mean for cutting off their tails!  I really wasn’t ready for that, but once I explained 
the reasons why the Aussie has no tail and how the tail was docked people were a 
little more receptive and understanding of our support of continued cropping and 
docking of certain pure bred dogs. 

Another popular misconception of the public was the idea Aussies came only in 
merles and one lady argued with me that my black tri was a shepherd/rottie cross 
without a tail but I had pictures on hand to illustrate the various markings /colours 
an Aussie can come in and also explain a reputable breeder will not charge based on 
colour and that you should not pick a puppy based on looks but rather find a puppy 
that would suit you and your family’s lifestyle based on personality.
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A theme which was also emerging was how many people really wanted a blue merle 
mini Aussie because they were so cute and almost everyone said they knew 
someone with a mini Aussie.  People liked the idea of a smaller dog because they 
didn’t want to take the time to exercise their dogs and thought a smaller dog 
wouldn’t need as much exercise.  I think the other breed clubs and the participants 
of the breed parade were given an chance to educate the public that every dog/
puppy needs exercise or to be stimulated mentally to avoid unwanted/destructive  
behaviour.

Monty saying “Hi” to his friend 
Morgan

Participating in the breed parade.
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It's getting HOT in here, so.....bust out the windows of that car that isn't 
yours?  

5/26/2014 by Jennifer Rourk

 Tis the season for the internet lynch mob to swamp the web with pictures of dogs 
that are supposedly roasting in a hot car, or for people to be making statements 
about breaking out the windows of vehicles to "rescue" pets "trapped" inside. I am 
thankful to report that this year it seems that there are marginally fewer of these 
extremist types of posts....but it is early yet. I'd like to take a few minutes to chat 
about this topic. 

First of all, YES!! It is dangerous to leave dogs in vehicles that heat up to extreme 
temperatures. Heat exhaustion and heat stroke are real things. Dogs can, and have, 
died due to being locked in a vehicle that got too hot for them. This is not a myth. 

So why is it that dog people seem to deny this as a possibility? I think that hurts 
our cause, and makes people less likely to listen to the rest of the message. So...yes. 
Hot cars are dangerous. 

So what do you do if you are trekking through the parking lot at your 
neighbourhood grocery store, notice that there is a dog panting in a car that is in 
direct sunlight, and you are concerned for it's safety? 

1. Do not approach the vehicle!! Stay where you can see it for a couple minutes to 
determine if the animal really is in distress. If you approach the vehicle, it is 
possible that the dog will start barking at you. This is problematic for a couple of 
reasons. First off, you now have no way of knowing if any distress is due to the 
heat, or due to you being too close to the car. Secondly, the effort that the dog puts 
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into barking and fussing at you will add additional physical stress to their body. If 
they really are struggling in a hot car, you've just made it WAY worse. (Hint: Dogs 
that are barking are not dogs in immediate risk of death from heat. Those dogs 
tend to lay down and are unresponsive to their environment).

2. If you determine that the animal in the vehicle is at risk, go into whatever 
business is there and alert the manager of the store. Generally they will make an 
announcement regarding the concern, and hopefully the owner will respond.

3. If this does not produce results, call the police. Take note of the vehicle's make, 
model, and license plate number. Wait at a safe distance from the car (so as not to 
disturb the animal inside) until the police arrive or give you further instructions. 

4. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO BREAK THE WINDOWS!!!! This is a knee jerk 
reaction that could have some exceptionally dire consequences. First off all, it's a 
crime for which you will be held accountable. Secondly, you have no idea if that 
dog inside of that vehicle is human aggressive, dog aggressive, prone to running 
away, has some sort of infectious disease....but you're about to find out if you bust 
out those windows! Coming from someone who has a dog that is fearful of people, 
the idea that someone would break into my car, terrify my dog, and potentially get 
themselves bit (which by the way would likely become my fault and could get my 
dog euthanized) is one of my worst nightmares. So....just do yourself (and everyone 
else) a favor and stop saying that this is an acceptable action. It's not. The same 
way that breaking into someone's home is not acceptable.

Alrighty, now that we've got that out of the way. Let's talk about what you *can* do 
to make being in a vehicle when it's hot outside just a bit safer.
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Park in the shade. Direct sun will heat the car much faster. Remember that the sun 
will move, so you need to check up on your car often to be sure that it's still 
shaded.

Open your car as much as possible while still keeping your belongings and the 
animals safe. There are lots of products out there to help make this easier....

Vent-locks (click on the words for the link) are great for opening doors or hatches 
on vans or SUVs. They lock into the latch so that the door can't be opened beyond 
the length of the vent-lock. I use the 6 or the 9 inch for most applications during 
the summer months. And the 4 or the 6 inch in the cooler months. 

Window screens such as Breeze Guard Screens and even the cheaper plastic 
models from Amazon.com will do a lot to keep air flowing through the car.

I have become a HUGE fan of the Ryobi fans that are available from Home 
Depot. These things move a lot of air, and they have rechargeable batteries. When 
I know that I'm going to need to leave dogs in the car for extended periods of time 
(like at agility trials), I pack several batteries per fan. They are expensive, but 
keeping my dogs safe and comfortable is worth that price.

Put your dogs in crates that have a lot of air flow. There are lots of options for this. 
The crates you see below were purchased from Keith Breceda in Oroville, CA. 
They were great when I had my small SUV and I felt very comfortable with the air 
exchange my dogs had in them. 
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2016 update: Since this blog post was published I have now purchased a 2015 Ford 
Transit Connect cargo model. When I did this I also installed new crates that are 
bolted into the vehicle and have locking doors on both sides. These crates were 
purchased from Rogue Custom Crates in White City, OR and I can not understate 
their quality. These crates offer air flow, security, and protection for my dogs in the 
event of an accident. They are an investment for sure, but I would purchase them 
again in a heartbeat for the peace of mind that they have given me. Although I did 
not choose this option, they can also be purchased with Prairie Logic fans already 
installed. 

 

 If I had to pick the one item that I will never leave home without in the summer 
months, it would unquestionably my aluminet shade cloth. This stuff ( in 
conjunction with the other tools listed in this post) kept my car at a comfortable 72 
degrees inside, while parked in direct sunlight for 10 hours, on a day that reached 
100 degrees while at a lure coursing trial. I was actually a little chilly when I sat in 
the car. I have a couple of them and they're fantastic. Available at cleanrun.com

If you're feeling particularly committed, you could even invest in a hybrid vehicle 
that you can leave running while you're not there. This would allow you to leave 
the AC running and it would be very inconspicuous to the average person walking 
by as the vehicles run silently. It is still an important step to check in frequently to 
be sure that nothing has malfunctioned. 

So long story short? Don't jump to conclusions. Stay calm if you're worried about 
something and contact the proper authorities. If you need to transport your dog 
and leave them when it's hot, take steps to keep them safe. It's not rocket science. 
Have a good one guys!
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**WATER! I'm not sure how I forgot to mention water in the original blog post, 
but really. It's important. I personally carry a couple gallons of bottled water with 
me always. This is partially because I have 5 dogs, but also so that I have the ability 
to douse ears, feet, or bellies if one of my girls is hot when we return to the car 
after whatever event we've been participating in. 

**The above post is a general approach to filtering out whether a dog is in distress, 
and a conservative approach to assisting them. There are of course going to be 
exceptions to this rule. I absolutely support calling authorities (including animal 
control) prior to attempting to locate the owner if the situation appears dire. This 
has actually happened to me! I had my dog in my vehicle on an overcast, fairly 
windy, comfortable 50 degree day. A concerned community member called the 
police as they were concerned that my dog was in distress (she was barking at 
them), and an officer was sent into my place of employment to speak with me. He 
was courteous and sought to understand the situation. I was grateful that no one 
acted rashly and vandalized my vehicle, and that I had the chance to share some of 
my precautionary steps with the officer. It really was a nice learning experience for 
everyone.

**As has been mentioned several times in comments, if leaving your dog at home is 
possible during the hot weather months, that may be the safest option and is 
certainly one that needs to be considered. Every person's situation is different here, 
as is everyone's interpretation of "how hot is too hot?" Just like in the story above, 
someone felt that it was too hot for my dog to be in the vehicle. EXCELLENT!!! 
I'm so pleased that they cared enough to take time out of their day to call the 
authorities to make sure that my dog was safe. This is a good thing. If leaving your 
dog at home is not an option, hyper sensitivity to both the safety of the animal and 
the public perception of your actions is essential.
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How the Other Half Live – The Show Scene in the UK

 By Chris Frost of Bushwacker Basenjis

Those of you who know me are aware that I have only lived in Canada for 6 years. 
Before that I was in England, where I was born and brought up. The majority of 
my dog show experience has been in the UK, Southern Ireland and continental 
Europe, and while the basics of showing dogs is the same everywhere, the systems 
we find ourselves in are somewhat different.

It has often surprised me to discover that whilst many of us in the UK happily 
travel and show in other countries, adapting to how things are done in other places, 
often the only thing other nationalities know about English shows comes from 
watching Crufts. Yes, it is the largest dog show in the world and has been for a very 
long time, but the backbone of our sport is the general championship shows 
around the country throughout the year, and (the second tier down) the open 
shows where the majority of us first learn how to show a dog and hopefully 
progress upward.

Dog shows were born in England in Victorian times, where they were the “shop 
window” for breeders to compare stock and test the quality of their dogs against 
the competition. Most popular were the gundogs and terriers, and many of the 
great estates had large kennels of sporting and terrier breeds, sometimes shown by 
their titled owners. Queen Victoria sent a dog to the first Crufts show, and her 
daughter-in-law Queen Alexandra also owned dogs that were exhibited at Crufts. 
Countess Lorna Howe won BIS with her Labrador, Bramshall Bob, in 1932 and 
1933, then won again in 1937 with another Labrador.
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England being a small country, it is perfectly possible for everyone to get to the 
same show, so dog shows in England have always been much larger than their 
counterparts in north America. With our system of open and championship shows, 
there are a lot of shows to go to, but only wins at championship shows count 
towards a title, and there is never more than one general championship show 
happening anywhere in the UK on a given day. You want your dog to be an English 
champion? Then there is only one show to enter to get a win towards that, and you 
can bet everyone else will be there too.

Just stop for a moment and imagine how that would actually be … There is no way 
of  stuffing an entry with your own dogs to make sure you win, no way of “building 
a major” secretly with your friends so certain other people don’t find out. There is 
no way of avoiding dogs that happen to be hot at the moment and winning 
constantly. On top of that, champions are not protected from the competition the 
way they are here, strolling into the ring for BOB when the blood and guts of the 
classes is out of the way. They are in the open class – along with any non-champion 
attempting to portray itself as an equal, as open means “open to any example of the 
breed”. Basically, if you think your dog looks like champion material you can enter 
it in open, thereby making a statement to the judge who will not actually know one 
way or the other. It is up to the judge to sort them out by judging them. Therefore, 
only one dog survives the open class and all the others are beaten. For the 
champions there is no consolation of BOS, SD, SB – there is one winner only, who 
at this point is just a regular class winner. He/she then competes against all the 
other class winners for the Challenge Certificate – just like in WD or WB. 

There is no protection for champions against the up and coming dogs snapping at 
their heels, and there is no guarantee they will survive the encounter. Likewise – 
and this is where it can be heartbreaking – it can often mean that many dogs never 
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get to be a champion, simply because they are required to beat EVERY dog of 
their sex in the ring on the day, and they have to do it three different times under 

three different judges. The dogs they must beat will include the top dogs in the 
breed, often well-known record holders. There is no cap on how many CCs a dog is 
allowed to win. Some go on to win the majority of CCs on offer in a year, and then 
do it the following year and the year after that! Some of you may remember Cid 
(Ch Jethard Cidevant) the only Basenji to win BIS at Crufts. He went on to win a 
further 22 CCs after that. He, and many other high profile Basenjis in the UK over 
the years have often prevented other dogs from becoming champions at all. In 
some years there were no new champions recorded.

I am always reminded of this when I hear North American exhibitors complaining 
about how difficult it is to win a major. A “major” in Canada requires us to beat a 
mere two dogs – hardly difficult! In some US states a major can be as low as 4 (one 
of which is of course your own dog). I take these grumbles with a pinch of salt and 
very little sympathy as the real difference between our systems is one of perceived 
entitlement. In Canada and America the expectation is that any dog shown will 
become a champion, and invariably it will. Just stand in line and wait for all the 
better dogs to finish and be whisked away, and eventually the judge’s finger will 
point at your dog. Just the language used when discussing new dogs coming out 
reveals this - “I will finish him and then ….” as though there is no possible chance 
the dog won’t finish.

In the UK this is not the case. A dog is lucky to finish, and many very good dogs 
that would easily make it here are left by the wayside on one CC, or perhaps two. 
There is simply no hiding place for anyone. The dogs attempting to win their three 
CCs are up against more experienced, more successful dogs, that may be well 
known to group judges; the champions competing on the day are also trying to get 
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past the top dogs while fending off the challenge from below, and nobody has it 
easy. Add to this the fact that CCs are allocated on a sliding scale for each breed, 
based on registrations and show entries in previous years, and no breed gets more 
CCs than is merited by its numbers. So the “big” breeds, like Golden Retrievers, 

Labradors, Whippets, will have many more CCs allocated in a year than Basenjis 
do. Currently, Basenjis have 17 sets of CCs at shows throughout the year. There are 
more than 17 championship shows of course, but some (if they put on classes for 
Basenjis) are just a chance for the BOB to get into the group, and others do not put 
on classes for our breed at all.

So just have a think about that – champions in the open class competing for CCs, 
and if they win it denies the “class dog” an award; all the Basenjis that decide to 
show on that particular day are at the same show, and only 17 chances in a calendar 
year to make your mark. With everyone trekking in the same direction, it goes 
without saying that shows in England are huge in comparison to those in Canada 
and America. When I first began showing it was not uncommon for a general 
championship show to have 12,000-14,000 dogs entered over 3 or 4 days. Each day 
a couple of groups are judged with BIS after the final group on the last day. Entries 
are down these days in comparison, but we are still looking at around 9,000-12,000 
dogs depending upon the show and which breeds it classifies. I had to laugh 
watching the live feed from the Eukanuba national championships in Florida in 
December when a commentator said “Where else in the world would you see 30 St. 
Bernards, or 30 ……? or 30 ……..?” – well the answer of course is England, at every 
championship show, and probably a good deal more than 30!

�40



CNASA Quarterly Summer 2016

Combination or Panel Genetic Testing

By Valerie Yates

Reputable Aussies breeders test their breeding stock for various genetic conditions 
and diseases and have at their disposal a number of labs to do so. Some labs offer a 
combination panel for a specific breed, the idea being that it may be more 
economical for a breeder to test for a number of genetic diseases in one test over 
testing for a couple of conditions. As Genoscoper Laboratories puts it:

“Panel testing is a demonstrated powerful diagnostics and research tool from the 
perspective of a vet or researcher. The regular breeder or dog owner should think 
of it as a convenient and cost-efficient way of getting as many test results known to 
be relevant for the breed as possible in one go, while simultaneously advancing 
breed health- and canine genetics research in a novel way.”

Animal Genetics (www.animalgenetics.us), for instance, offers a combination panel 
for the Australian Shepherd, which tests for the following conditions:

• Collie Eye Anomaly (CEA)

• Hereditary Cataracts (HC, also called HSF4)

• Multi-Drug Resistance (MDR1)

• Canine Multifocal Retinopathy (CMR1)

• Cone Degeneration CD

• Degenerative Myelopathy DM
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Many Aussie breeders have been testing for HC and MDR1 for some years now. 
The genetic mutation for Hereditary Cataracts in Aussies was discovered by 
Animal Health Trust (AHT) 10 years ago. Recently, an increasing number of Aussie 
breeders in Canada and the US have been testing for CEA. Some breeders have 
been opting for combination panels for their breeding stock and in the process 
finding results for conditions they don’t normal test for, such as CMR1, CD, and 
DM. As Genoscoper Laboratories points out: “Based on a couple of years’ 
experience with panel testing, we can safely say that it does bring along some novel 
findings”. Findings may appear to be novel to a breed, or novel to a breeder who 
has never tested for a specific condition. 

More DNA tests for canine diseases are becoming available all the time. More 
DNA tests and more testing means a higher incidence of disease. The more genetic 
diseases we find, the more we need careful genetic counseling.  

Genetic panel testing makes me wonder about the following:

 

• What does a breeding community do about apparently novel findings that 
result from these tests, who do we go to for guidance? 

• Will some breeders ignore the results of some tests if a panel includes tests 
that fall outside their usual scope of interest?

• Will breeding become overly focused on the results of DNA tests, to the 
detriment of the “bigger picture”?
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Again, Genoscoper Laboratories puts it well:

“Long before any panel testing, a “trendy test” phenomenon was observed, 
referring to breeders rushing to eliminate carriers of an inherited disorder from 
breeding as soon as a novel gene test became available for the breed. This has 
obvious detrimental effects on the gene pool of the breed.”

In order to understand the effects of DNA panel testing, we need more breeders to 
use these combination tests, and more information about how breeders use the 
information that comes from these tests. We need to understand how information 
from comprehensive genetic testing is incorporated into and defines breeding 
programs. The latter requires research, analysis, and communication. 

I believe that a test result – whether from a panel test or a single test – is a piece of 
information. A piece of information that may help a breeder or researcher 
determine not whether a particular dog should be bred, but how. 

If you’re considering ordering a panel test for your Aussie, I suggest you:

• Consider what you will do with the results of tests that may fall outside your 
usual scope of interest

• Consider sharing results of panel tests with your trusted network, and 
discuss with your trusted peers how best to use these results
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• Do some research on any unfamiliar conditions so that decisions that may 
trickle down from novelty tests are informed decisions and made for the 
betterment of your breeding program and for the betterment of the breed

To read about diseases we less commonly test for in Aussies that are offered in 
combination tests, go to the Australian Shepherd Health & Genetics (ASHGI) 
website:

• Canine Multifocal Retinopathy

• Cone Degeneration

• Degenerative Myelopathy

 

To read an article by Genoscoper Laboratories on the subject of panel testing, see:

www.genoscoper.com/en/news/panel-testing-canine-inherited-disorders-provides-
great-opportunities-requires-new-level 
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Update on Spirit

by Theresa Boucher

Spring, a season of change, of new growth, warm weather, time for family outings 
and vacations and a time of renewal. Just 5 years ago I was in search of a special 
Australian Shepherd that would have a very special and unique job, an Aussie that 
would make healing possible, life worth living and that would become very well 
travelled and well known and admired by all that come to know of her. An Aussie 
with a special temperament that would be able to put in hundreds of hours of 
unique training and that would be suitable for the special job I needed her to do.

Meet Spirit (Kinring’s Spirit of Grace); no 
she doesn’t have “CH” in her title nor does 
she possess a fancy or intriguing name. She 
hasn’t competed in any venue or been shown 
in a ring. But Spirit has been seen in 
hospitals, stores, restaurants, hotels, 
government buildings, places of worship, 
inside the Parliament Buildings and The 
National Defence Headquarters, airports, 
inside the cabin of many aircrafts (without a 
crate), on cruise ships, in taxis, on trains and 
busses, and she has been to 15 countries and 
has been featured on TV, radio, in 
newspapers and magazines and she has been 
“Interviewed” by many reporters. 
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Spirit is not a celebrity, she is a special 
dog with a special job, she is a Certified 
Medical Service Dog (An Elite Service 
K9) and Spirit has been trained as a 
medical aid and lifeline for her handler 
Butch who depends on her daily to 
monitor his heart rate, help him cope 
with anxious and stressful situations, to 
get him out of places when he doesn’t 
feel safe. Spirit allows Butch to go out 
and is helping him to regain some 
independence and helps him manage 
social interactions with strangers. 
Thanks to Spirit, I have been able to 
find time to myself, time to recharge 
and relax and Butch no longer needs 
me by his side all the time.

June 1st will mark the end of a 35 year 
military career for Butch and the 
beginning of retirement, he will be medically released (retired) from the Canadian 
Armed Forces due to his military injury (PTSD) and thanks to Spirit he will be able 
to face the challenges of whatever this next phase in life will bring.5 years ago we 
could not have imagined that we would ever return to a fulfilling life again or that 
we would be able to enjoy travelling the world again as we once did, but thanks to 
the entire Aussie Community for their support and especially to Shawna Wiebe at 
Kinring Australian Shepherds for the most generous gift of Spirit a fulfilling life has 
become possible for us once again.

People sometimes ask “What will you do when Spirit is nearing retirement?” And 
the answer is this; Butch’s goal is to not need a service dog once Spirit is ready to 
retire. Spirit is showing Butch daily that he is able to handle more and that he is 
getting stronger. Spirit is teaching him skills that are helping him to cope with new 
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situations and recently it has become possible for us to travel on our own so that 
Spirit can stay behind with Samson (her best Aussie Friend also from Kinring 
Australian Shepherds) and enjoy life as a dog at the “Doggy Spa” in our absence. 

We have been able to share so much with people we meet about Aussies, the 
CNASA, Temperament testing, MDR1, PTSD, anxiety, depression and service dogs 
and it has become our mission to educate in order to help break down the terrible 
walls that exist due to a lack of understanding about mental illness.

Spirit too has been teaching people about 
service dogs and she wants to share a 
message; “I know I am cute as everyone that 
sees me tells me so but when you see me in 
my service dog vest with my handler I want 
you to know that I am working. It may not 
look like I am but I have been trained to do 
special things to help Butch so please do not 
try to distract me, touch me or try to get my 
attention. I am concentrating on my handler 
and he needs all of my attention. You can 
search for me on Facebook (Spirit Service 
Dog) to learn more about me and send me a 
message”. 

            Happy Spring, Theresa & Butch Boucher & Spirit & Samson
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Manitoba Dogs Summer Show Case!

"Blue" doing what she likes best sent in by the 
Markovics Family

                                               "Roxy" at the beach

"Chevy" says " I don't think so"
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"Sheldon" says "That's my spot" sent in by Shawna Wiebe

"Hush" Are you taking to me?  Sent in by Shawna Wiebe

"Bandit" and "Jaxson" A little father/son rivalry sent 
in by Colleen and Jim Rogola
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"Monty" and "Brighton" at the beach sent in by Shannon 
Cole

"Jaxson" Where's the water? Sent in by Colleen 
and Jim Rogola

"Two" Look what I got! Sent in by Keri Hudson-
Reykdal
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"Georgie" and "Stryker" best of friends sent in by 
Sylvia Swaenepoel

"Georgie" and "Stryker" The neighbourhood watch 
sent in by Sylvia Swaenepoel

"Siri", "Pep" and "Two" ditch fishing in Ashern sent 
in by Keri Hudson-Reykdal
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Member Brags 

From Vanessa Lobo...

Sinead (Grand Can Ch/UKC Ch & BIS/Int'l Champion Vulcan's Baby O'Riley 
DNA-CP HIC CGN TT RN ) owned and loved by Vanessa Lobo got FIRST place 
in the Novice Toss & Fetch division  (out of 24 dogs) at the Mt. Forest Deep 
Freeze Disc Dog trial . This is only her second disc dog competition - She placed 
2nd in her first trial late last year.
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From Bev Hurst...

Performance Plus Australian Shepherds

Check out the website  Stars 2016 for complete list of dogs bred by Bev Hurst and 
their acheivments so far this year.   www.k9101.ca

ATCh. Lein's Wontstop Tiligetenuf! 

RAVEN

owner Bev Hurst

April 2016

CARO Rally Obedience

1 Q Adv

3 Q Excellent C 

1 Q Versatility C

AAC AGILITY

MASTER STEEPLE CHASE Title 

2 Q Master Jumpers

2Q Master Snooker

4 Q Steeplechase
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Can.Ch.Windmill's Life in the Fast Lane 

" ROWDY"April 2015

owner Bev Hurst

April 2016

CARO Rally Obedience

NOVICE BRACE Title

ADVANCE TEAM Title

1 Q Novice Brace

2 Q Advance Team

2 Q  1 x 200 Excellent

ATCh Lein's XS Ability 

CRUMP

owner Bev Hurst

April 2016

CARO Rally Obedience

NOVICE BRACE Title

BRONZE title

1 Q Novice Brace

2 Q Adv 

3 Q  Excellent  (1 x 200)
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