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From the Editor 

It's always nice to get 
submissions from the 
membership.  We 
always need articles 
and recipes and love to 
hear your brags!   The 
more we put into our 
Quarterly magazine the 
better it will be.   

If you have any 
submissions for the 
Spring 2018 edition 
please feel free to email 
them to me.   

Angela Slauenwhite 

CNASA Quarterly 
Editor

mailto:angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
mailto:info@cnasa.ca
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From Our President 

Welcome winter, snow, and ice!

ASCA Nationals have come and gone. Several Canadians made the long trip down 
to Texas and I’m hoping that they will share their brags and stories with us.

As usual, there have been the post Nationals reports of illness. At USASA 
Nationals it was Canine flu, at ASCA Nationals it was parvo. And, as usual, it has 
spurred discussions about the puppy classes at Nationals. As most of you are 
familiar with, ASCA offers a 2-4 month puppy class and a 4-6 month puppy class. 
How well vaccinated are these puppies? Most breeders don’t do first vaccinations 
until 7-8 weeks. It takes about 2 weeks for the puppy to build some immunity from 
that first vaccination. Even then, their immunity isn’t as strong as an adult 
vaccinated dog. Some puppies may have had 2 vaccinations, and the older pups may 
even have had 3 vaccinations. However, most puppies aren’t used to the stresses of 
travel and the week at Nationals. Long car rides, leash walking, being cooped up 
for a week, the constant noise of buildings with hundreds of dogs kenneled in 
them, the stress of the show ring, and they sense our stress as well. It’s no surprise 
that puppies get sick.

On the other hand…a LOT of puppies are at Nationals, both entered and those 
that are just along for the ride, and only a very few ever get sick. It’s quite possible 
that if we surveyed 1000 puppies that all stayed safely at home with their new 
families, that 1 or 2 may come down with parvo. If that’s the case, Nationals aren’t 
that risky. Plus the puppy classes are also a lot of fun and it’s really nice to see 
littermates together in a class – it gives you a good idea of what certain dogs are 
producing.
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I’m not suggesting that ASCA cancel the puppy classes. I like showing puppies and 
I think it’s fun at local shows. For myself, puppies are too much work and worry to 
take to Nationals. Everyone needs to weigh the risks for themselves. Be aware that 
there will likely be an outbreak of something after a Nationals. Take precautions 
when you come home to not expose puppies, young dogs, or seniors to dangerous 
diseases. Be prepared to not be allowed to show for 30 days past Nationals.

At the time of this writing, the ASCA Board of Directors have voted in favour of a 
motion that will remove all puppy classes from the 2018 Nationals. This includes 
the show grounds, so no one will be able to travel with puppies under 6 months. 
That’s quite the reaction to 3 sick puppies!

There has also been a really good discussion on tails and the breed standard on the 
ASCA Discussion list. The original breed standards were posted and it’s quite an 
eye opener to go back and read those documents. I am including copies in this 
newsletter (in the articles section).

- Blue merles were preferred, with blacks being tolerated, reds were only 
recognized later in our history

- Prick ears were once breed standard

- Full tails, including a description of how the tail was to be carried, were once part 
of our standard
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- Heights used to range up to 24”, but then decreased to 21”, and then back up to 
23”

- Breeders were directed to ‘destroy’ any white puppies at birth as part of the breed 
standard

- A paddling front was described as correct and proof of a purebred Aussie (“The 
forepaws have an odd, forward "flip" that appears awkward but actually imparts 
more reach”)

- Breed characteristics included:

o Peculiar bark-howl combination

o In a fight their quick snapping usually makes them the victor

I want to wish everyone a safe and merry holiday season. Remember to be cautious 
with tinsel, poinsettias, and chocolate, as they don’t mix well with our furry friends!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

~Shawna
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Zone 2 Report 

Hello from Alberta!

No news to report.

I wish to take this opportunity to wish all members and their families a joyous 
holiday season and a happy, healthy, and prosperous 2018.

Theresa Casselman 

Director Zone 2 

Alberta 

casselcreek@cciwireless.ca 
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Zone 3 Report 

Greetings from Zone 3

It has been really busy here in Zone 3 this year and I think I'm still recovering from 
the Nationals! It was an extremely busy week and I believe a successful one at that. 
We now have a facility which is willing to work with us in the hopes we will have 
future CNASA herding trials now that we have the bugs out. Herding was 
something new for us out here and I think herding will continue to grow in 
Manitoba in the future.

Not only were we busy with the National in August, but members and myself 
participated in 3 Meet the Breed type of events. I reported we were at the Brandon 
Pet Expo in May, and in June we were at Meet the Breeds at the Red River 
Exhibition. October 20 & 21 CNASA President Shawna Wiebe and I were at the 
Winnipeg Pet Expo and our Aussies were a big hit. This show has 8000 people 
coming through their doors with several breed booths, pet stores or boutiques, and 
business for the public to view. This year not only did extreme dogs perform 
(CNASA member Rhonda Shewchuk and amazing Scorch) but there was an actual 
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All Breed Show for the public to view and gain knowledge about. I'm sure we will 
be back again next year!

That being said, I'm asking our members if you happen to have some pictures in 
high resolution of your Aussie participating in events and are willing to share with 
me so I can make a banner for display I would appreciate it. I already have some 
herding photos so I'm looking for Agility, Rally, and Obedience etc. Please send 
your photos to tscole@mymts.net.

Next show for us is Brandon, MB in February and I will be putting on a booster in 
the All Breed Show. Hope to see you there!

Shannon Cole                                          

Director Zone 3 

MB/SK/NWT 

tscole@mymts.net 
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Zone 4 Report 

Welcome to the last Quarterly of 2017. Winter is just around the corner and I know 
I’m not looking forward to the cold days and nights!! We’ve already had snow in 
most of Ontario in November. Hopefully this doesn’t mean we are going to have a 
harsh winter. I might just have to hibernate!!

It’s been nice to see some newer people come out and try their hand at dog shows 
too. The shows I have been to have seen Aussies doing very well in the ring – often 
getting Group placements in a line up of some very nice Herding dogs. There are 
shows coming up this Winter and I hope to see nice size Aussie entries. Come out 
and play!! Whether it be Conformation, Agility, Obedience or Rally-O. We really 
do have fun at dog shows.

Please keep your latest accomplishments in mind for the Quarterly. We LOVE 
reading about member brags and seeing members and their dogs succeed in all 
aspects of dog ownership.

As always, you can contact me at any time with questions and concerns. We hope 
to see you at a dog event in the near future!!

Before signing off – here’s a thought….have you recently sold a puppy or adult? Did 
you ask the buyers what their plans are for the dog? Whether the dog will be a 
constant companion or they want to try their hand in a dog sport – they would 
benefit from becoming a CNASA member!! I know I will be including a 
membership form in documents I give buyers.
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I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. I can’t wait to see what 2018 brings us!!

Don’t forget to renew your membership.

Karen Doughty  

Zone 4 Director 

Ontario & Nunavut 

kdoughty80@icloud.com 
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Zone 5 Report 
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Sur ce, je vous souhaite un bel hiver rempli de moments cocasses et d’activités 
stimulantes avec vos bergers australiens. Passez également un beau temps des Fêtes 
avec votre famille et vos amis.

Julie Plourde  

julie.plourde13@gmail.com 

Nancy Guerin 

nancy.guerin@dusilence.com  

Zone 5 Directors 

Quebec 
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Zone 6 Report 

Hello CNASA Members!

Another year is almost over!  With our above season temperatures lately it sure 
doesn't seem like winter is coming but we know it's still right around the corner.  
The first snowfall is always an exciting time of the year and each year it's always 
like it's the aussies' first time seeing snow.  I'm not a winter person but I do enjoy 
watching how excited the aussies get when that first accumulation of snow comes.  

I hope that everyone had a very successful 2017 and I wish everyone all the best for 
2018.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!!!

Angela Slauenwhite 

Zone 6 Director 

Atlantic Provinces 

angelaandcollin@hotmail.com 
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Member Brags 
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Well, the past few months have been a little different around here.  Bizi has been 
enjoying all HIS time at the dock, in the sheep pen, on the agility field, in the 
Obedience ring and sniffing during his Sport Detection trials.  Tex, on the other 
hand, has been a bit confused, and frustrated, waiting on the sidelines, watching.  
Thankfully, after his Chase Ability 'mishap', Tex has rested & rehab'd his way back 
to competing this winter.  There are plenty of agility venues to choose from, in our 
area, through this season, that he'll fill his calendar.  In between,  I think Tex will 
also be taking up the sniffing Sport.  Bizi earned his Master Championship in 
SDDA, so, Tex might as well try for the second Aussie in Canada.  

I look forward to reading all of your Nationals 2017 brags, here, from the trip to 
Texas. 

Season's greetings and all the best in 2018!  

Sincerely,

Gina and her boys
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Nationals Photos...
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Old ASCA Breed Standards...

_________________________________________________________________________

Australian Shepherd Club of America

Standard for the Australian Shepherd

Proposed May 1961

Adopted July 1962

Color: Blue, i.e., salt & pepper or black and white is desired; buff, i.e., brown and 
white; all white pups should be destroyed at birth, as they will develop blindness or 
deafness.

Coat: Moderate length, water resistant with a dense undercoat in winter. The head, 
ears, feet, and front of legs should have short hair.

Height: Dogs should be 18” - 24” at withers; length 19” - 26”.

Head: The head shall be in proportion with the body. The skull flat or slightly 
domed with a moderate stop. The jaw shall not be massive.
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Eyes: Shall be almond shaped of average size, set well apart, neither prominent nor 
sunken. They must have an alert, intelligent expression. In color may be blue, 
brown, or one blue and one brown.

Ears: Moderate length, semi-erect or pricked, set wide apart.

Teeth: Should be sound and strong. Lower incisors shall close just behind the upper 
incisors. Overshot or undershot jaws are serious faults. Tip of nose may extend 
beyond teeth.

Muzzle: Moderately strong, clean, with black nostrils. Puppy pink nostrils often 
turn black in adult dog.

Neck: Should be strong, well set on the shoulders, slightly arched, free from 
throatiness and with a fair ruff.

Shoulders: Muscular, finely boned and sloping with close set withers. Elbows set 
parallel with the body.

Chest: Deep rather than wide, ribs well sprung and not barrel.

Forelegs: Muscular, fine boned and perfectly straight when viewed from the front. 
When viewed from side the pastern should show a slight angle with the forearm.

Back & Loins: Moderate length, straight with broad, strong loins.
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Hindquarters: Should show breadth and strength. The haunch bone should be long 
rather than short and laid at a corresponding angle to the shoulders. The rump 
rather long and sloping to the legs; the stifles well turned, the hocks fairly well let 
down and placed parallel with the body. Cow-hocks and bow-hocks are defects.

Feet: Should be round, strong, deep in pads and close knit, with well-arched toes 
and strong short nails.

Tail: During rest should hang straight, should not be shorter than hocks. During 
movement or excitement should be raised, but never carried higher than the 
vertical line of the back. Tails should be furnished with a good brush and free from 
curls or hooks. Bob-tails are accepted on working dogs.

Disposition: Australian Shepherds are sensitive, easily trained, natural guardians 
with strong herding instinct. Distinctive characteristics are: (1) Unusual gentleness 
and patience; (2) Peculiar bark-howl combination; and (3) In a fight their quick 
snapping usually makes them the victor.

_________________________________________________________________________

Australian Shepherd Club of America, Inc.

Tentative Breed Standard

Proposed March 1968
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Color: Blue, i.e. salt and pepper or black and white is desired; buff, i.e., brown and 
white. All white pups should be destroyed at birth as they will develop blindness or 
deafness.

Coat: Moderate length, water resistant with an undercoat. The head, ears, feet and 
front of legs should have short hair.

Height: Preferred height 18” to 24” at withers, length in proportion to height.

Head: The head shall be in proportion with the body. The skull flat or slightly 
domed with a moderate stop. The jaw shall not be massive nor too pointed.

Eyes: Shall be almond shaped of average size, set well apart, neither prominent nor 
sunken. They must have an alert, intelligent expression. In color may be blue, 
brown, or one blue and one brown, or flecked or halves.

Ears: Moderate length, erect, ¾ -½, or fox.

Teeth: Should be sound and strong. Lower incisors shall close just behind the upper 
incisors. Overshot or undershot jaws are serious faults. Tip of nose may extend 
beyond teeth.

Muzzle: Moderately strong, clean, with black nostrils. Puppy pink nostril often 
turn black in adult dog.
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Neck: Should be strong, well set on the shoulders, slightly arched, free from 
throatiness and with a fair ruff.

Shoulders: Muscular, finely boned and sloping with close-set withers.

Chest: Deep rather than wide, ribs well sprung and not barrel.

Forelegs: Muscular, flat dense bones and perfectly straight when viewed from the 
front. When viewed from the side, the pastern should show a slight angle with the 
forearm. Elbows set parallel with the body and well under the body.

Back & Loins: Moderate length, straight with broad, strong loins.

Hindquarters: Should show breadth and strength. The haunch bone should be long 
rather than short and laid at a corresponding angle to the shoulders. The rump 
rather long and sloping to the legs; the stifles well turned, the hocks fairly well let 
down and placed slightly under the body. Cow-hocks and bow-hocks are definitely 
defects.

Feet: Should be oval, strong, deep in pads and close knit, with well arched toes, and 
strong, short nails.

Tail: Should be natural bob, or on long tails should be docked for working dogs.
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Disposition: Australian Shepherds are sensitive, easily trained, natural guardians 
with strong herding instinct. Distinctive characteristics are: (1) Unusual gentleness 
and patience; (2) peculiar bark-howl combination, and (3) In flight, their quick 
snapping usually makes them the victor.

_________________________________________________________________________

BASIC STANDARD of the AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD

Approved by the Animal Research Foundation in 1967

Approved by the Australian Shepherd Club of America, Inc., in October, 1970

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS:

The Australian Shepherd may be best described by the words "moderate” and 
"medium". He must never be seen as one portion -- the entire dog must be in 
perfect balance and harmony. That is best described in this way; a dog that appears 
to be heavy, or blocky, or weedy, or fine, or coarse, is definitely a faulty Aussie. He is 
a lithe, powerful, lively dog of medium size; the entire structure of the Aussie must 
show tremendous strength combined with unusual agility. His disposition is 
friendly and outgoing unless his family or property is threatened; then he is 
aggressive and bold.

Disqualification: ANY form of shyness or timidity; any dog or bitch that shies, 
sneaks, crawls or piddles, when approached by anyone, should NEVER be used for 
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breeding. The Aussie is a bold, up-standing, aggressive (but not obnoxious) breed 
and any deviation from this type of temperament can not be permitted.

HEAD:

The perfect Aussie head is in perfect balance. The backskull is strong, medium 
wide and flat; some are very slightly domed at the outer edges. The muzzle is of the 
same length as the backskull and must be strong but never coarse. The "stop" or 
"break" between the backskull and the muzzle must be well defined. Pigmentation 
of the skin around the eyes and on the lips must always be either black or a very 
dark gray. The nose-leather must always be black except in very young puppies. The 
cheeks are well muscled but not overly prominent. The teeth must definitely have a 
perfect "scissors bite" and be of good size and strength.

Faults: Wide, clumsy head or narrow and snipey in appearance. Pink or "butterfly" 
nose in adults. Teeth overshot or undershot or meeting evenly.

EYES:

The eyes are slightly almond-shaped and of average size and set well apart. The 
eyes are VERY important as they must be large enough to give the lively, full-of-
sense expression so distinctive in the Aussie but are never to appear to be bulging 
nor overly prominent. The color may be blue, "china", brown, hazel, or brown or 
hazel flecked with blue. Absolutely no preference should be shown between eye 
colors; all are correct.

                                                         �33



CNASA Quarterly Winter 2017

Faults: Eyes too full or too small and sunken in the head or colored so dark that 
they appear to be black.

EARS

The ears are quite large, very soft and "break down" just slightly above the base; 
the tips hang forward toward the eyes. Some may "break" about halfway above the 
base and this is not to be considered a fault. The fur at the base of the ears is quite 
long and very soft and silky but the ear, itself, is covered with very short, dense, 
silky hair.

Faults: Either very small or very large "houndy" ears; "pricked" ears; "tuliped" ears 
that break over only at the tips.

NECK:

The neck is firm, clean and muscular with no hint of throatiness; it should be of 
medium length and slightly arched at the nape.

Faults: Neck that appears either short, long, coarse or thin.

BODY:

The body is firm, hard and muscular and is a bit longer than in the height. The ribs 
are deep and well-sprung but never overly wide nor "bulldogy" in appearance. The 
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back is level with a slightly rounded croup and the loin is powerful and slightly 
"tucked-up".

Faults: Thin, "weedy", clumsy or heavy. Blocky or overly long.

LEGS:

The bone in the legs is well rounded and very dense. When viewed from front and 
rear, the legs must appear straight and powerful. The pasterns in the Aussie are 
unusually thick and strong but still flexible. The pastern will show a slight slope 
when viewed from the side. The shoulders are well laid back and the thighs are 
heavily muscled and extremely powerful and have MEDIUM angulation. The feet 
are oval in shape and the toes are well arched and very tight. The pads are deep, 
thick and well cushioned and must feel firm, pliable and flexible.

Faults: Thin, fragile bone or thick, heavy bone. Cow-hocks or bow-hocks. Straight 
or weak pasterns. Straight or steep shoulders. Angulation in rear quarters that is 
either deeply curved or very straight -- this angulation MUST be moderate. Toes 
that are slack or weak. Thin pads or "horney" pads. Dewclaws on the rear legs (if 
present, these should be removed at birth).

GAIT:

Here, again, is the proof in the purebred Australian Shepherd. At a fast trot, they 
have a tremendous "reach", both in fore and rear. The forepaws have an odd, 
forward "flip" that appears awkward but actually imparts more reach. When 
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making a sharp turn, they lift the forequarters and use the body and hindquarters 
to turn the body. This same action is shown by champion cutting-horses and will 
be shown by a good Aussie puppy by the age of 8 weeks during normal play periods. 
The action, at any speed, is smooth and flowing and the Aussie must be able to 
cover ground at a maximum speed over any kind of terrain. IF he is built right, he 
can do this with ease and a minimum of effort.

Faults: Choppy; "hackney"; or loose, shambling action.

TAIL:

The tail should always be a natural bob -- the shorter, the better -- but NOT 
tailless. Purebred Australian Shepherds will produce a high percentage of puppies 
with natural bobtails. These natural bobs will vary all the way from a 2 inch tail 
bone to about 1/2 of the length of the normal tail length of other breeds. Aussies 
retained for breeding purposes should be selected for the natural bob factor -- 
again, the shorter the better. Other things being equal, no Aussie should be used 
for breeding if it has a tail more than 1/4 the normal length. Long-tailed Aussies 
should never have a tail in which the bone reaches below the hock-joint of the rear 
leg. Pups with tails over 1/4 normal length should be docked shortly after birth. 
Owners and breeders of good Aussie bitches should always base their breeding 
programs on a Foundation or "Hub" stud, which has a natural bobtail in which the 
bone is no longer than 2 or 3 inches. Only through this type of selective breeding, 
can the true type of Australian Shepherd be produced.

Faults: Long tails; tails over 1/4 normal length; tail of any length in which the bone 
is twisted or "screwed" -- the bone must be straight with not a hint of kinking or 
swirling.
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COAT:

The coat is harsh and straight and MODERATE in length. Coat on the muzzle, 
backskull, ears, feet and fronts of forelegs and backlegs is very short, dense, fine 
and silky. The coat around the neck is only a little longer than the body coat -- just 
long enough to give a nicely finished appearance to the ruff -- but never long and 
hanging as in the Collie and Shetland Sheepdog. The coat on the backs of the 
forelegs is fairly long and silky; the breeching on the backs of the thighs is also 
fairly long in comparison to the body coat. The undercoat is short, very thick and 
wooly. The texture of the entire coat must be weatherproof.

Faults: Soft, hanging coat; coat short or wiry; lack of undercoat except in house 
dogs or during the heat of summer.

COLOR:

The basic body color should be some shade of gray -- ranging all the way from a 
very dark, steel gray to a light blue-gray. It should be liberally speckled and 
blotched with jet, shiny black. The cheeks, breast and legs should be well marked 
with deep, rich tan. White markings will usually appear on all 4 feet and on the 
breast and may appear around the neck and as a narrow blaze on the face. Too 
much white in the markings should be avoided when selecting breeding stock as it 
is a sign that some albinism may be appearing in these lines. In this case, select a 
dog that has a bit too much black in the body color as a mate for the dog with too 
much white. Other things being equal, no shade of "blue merle" is to be considered 
as preferable to another shade. For breeding purposes, a black Aussie, from a blue 
merle sire and dam, is highly desirable in helping to eliminate any form of albinism 
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in the Blue Merles. However, the black Aussie must be a deep, pure, jet black with 
only a small amount of white in the markings and, preferably, with the same type of 
tan markings previously described. A Black with both tan and white markings is 
commonly known as a "tricolor".

Faults: Basic body color of anything other than some shade of gray; absence of jet 
black markings in body coat; excessive white markings -- as in white on the stifles 
or blotches of white in the body coat; absence of rich tan markings on breast, 
cheeks, above eyes ("shepherd spots"), and on all 4 legs; any hint of a reddish or 
rusty tinge in the gray or of a brownish cast in the black merling of the Blue Merle; 
a brownish or rusty cast in the body color of the Black dogs.

SIZE:

Mature bitches should be from 18 to 20 inches in height (measured at natural 
stance at the withers) and mature dogs should be from 19 to 21 inches in height. 
Probable weights will not be estimated as the weight is too much dependent on the 
type and amount of work the Aussie is doing. The IDEAL should be considered at 
19 inches for the bitch and 20 inches for the dog.

Note to above: IF a dog or bitch is a bit over-sized or a bit undersized but is 
otherwise outstanding in type and quality, it should be bred to one of the IDEAL 
size. Size is MOST important, as the Aussie has retained its popularity due to the 
fact that he is small enough not to be rough with lambs but is still large enough to 
handle any other kinds of livestock. Strict avoidance must be made of any tendency 
for the Aussie to appear delicate or of "toy-type" and the exact opposite of being 
large, burly or clumsy.
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Disqualification: Monorchidism and Cryptorchidism.

_________________________________________________________________________

SUPPLEMENT OF ANNOTATIONS to the AUSTRALIAN SHEPUERD 
BREED STANDARD

This supplement is not intended to be part of the breed standard. It is merely a 
tool by which the committee can explain why the standard is written as it is, so 
that the ASCofA membership will understand more clearly on what they are voting 
when the standard is presented for approval. By the time the standard is in the 
hands of the membership it will have been critiqued and reviewed by some of the 
most knowledgeable and well-respected people in dogdom, including judges, 
veterinarians, professional handlers and the like. Suggestions and comments will 
have been solicited from the affiliate clubs on two occasions. The standard will 
have been rewritten and polished incorporating appropriate recommendations 
from the above as well as from the ASCofA 'Board until the document presented 
to the membership is what the committee hopes is the most accurate and 
representative description of the breed possible. Hopefully, the supplement will be 
interesting and informative to all breeders, novice and experienced alike.

INTRODUCTION

The basic philosophy underlying the way in which this document is written is that 
a breed standard should be a brief, concise description of the ideal specimen. A 
breed standard is not intended to be a breeding manual for the novice, but rather 
describe the ideal dog for those with a working knowledge of dog terminology. The 
committee drew heavily on the following literature: The Complete Dog Book, The 
Dog in Action, Dog Steps, “AKC Guide for Writing Breed Standards".
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In describing the ideal, it was thought redundant to list all faults as they are 
implied as being contrary to the ideal. It is also implicit that variation from the 
ideal is to be faulted according to the extent of deviation. This is in accordance 
with the "AKC Guide for Writing Breed Standards". Only those faults that are 
unique to the breed and/or significantly detract from breed character are 
described. Disqualification is reserved for those things, which detract totally from 
desired breed character and/or soundness.

In most cases, when describing matters of measurement, the committee chose to 
use descriptions of the relationship between various parts of the dog rather than 
measurement by inches. This method was believed superior because it emphasizes 
the desirability for the various parts of the animal to be in proportion to one 
another (balance), affords the viewer of the animal the means to easily estimate 
such proportion without resorting to the awkwardness of a measuring stick, and 
allows for sligh variation in the size of the respective parts among several dogs 
given a variation in overall size.

In writing this standard the committee attempted to produce a description of the 
truly ideal Australian Shepherd without compromise to any faults or fads regardless 
of how prevalent they might be in our breed today.

ANNOTATIONS

GENERAL APPEARANCE: This section is intended as a visual description of the 
first impression one has of an Australian Shepherd. It include8 only those features 
which are apparent at some distance and distinguish the Aussie from other breeds. 
In this section as well as throughout the standard, emphasis has been placed on the 
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balance and sense of moderation that the committee believes is indicative of the 
Aussie.

CHARACTER: This section is intended to describe the impression the Aussie 
gives as to personality and temperament. Emphasis has been placed on the working 
aspect and versatility. The breed standard is not the place to brag about our breed. 
Therefore, much of the character material from the affiliate club proposals has 
been condensed, and peculiarities not evident in the conformation ring deleted.

HEAD: It was felt necessary to specify the proportion of width and length of 
topskull to muzzle length in order to keep the head in proportion and from 
becoming too long and narrow. It might be noted that in some other breeds where 
definite proportions were not stipulated, one of the first things to be, changed as 
the breeds evolved was the head.

Several of the affiliate clubs' initial proposals specified the toplines of muzzle and 
topskull to lie on parallel planes. Upon close examination one finds this to be 
untrue. Due to the slight tapering of the muzzle the toplines of these two features 
are set slightly obliquely. If one examines the heads of the breeds whose standards 
call for parallel planes, most notably setters and pointers, one also finds they call 
for a square, blunt muzzle with a prominent brow and fairly abrupt stop, which 
helps to create the appearance of parallel planes. These structural features are not, 
however, typical of the Aussie head, whose parts, although well defined, are not 
obviously abrupt but rather blend smoothly from one part to another.

Another common proposal deleted from this standard is that calling for a distinct 
narrowing where the backskull meets the muzzle. Firstly, the natural makeup of 
every dog includes some narrowing where the backskull meets the muzzle and, 
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therefore, needs no description. Secondly, a distinct narrowing would give the 
appearance of cheekiness or a snipey muzzle not characteristic of the breed.

(A) TEETH: The scissors bite is the true ideal because it is the most functional, 
allowing the animal to grip with a pinching bite and eat without excess wear on the 
teeth. The even bite is acceptable but faulted because it is still functional in terms 
of grip, although somewhat weaker than the scissors bite. With the even bite there 
is more wear on the teeth as well as a tendency toward more breakage of the teeth. 
The overshot and undershot bites are totally dysfunctional for a herding breed as 
well as being very difficult faults to eradicate and are therefore disqualified. Teeth 
missing or broken by accident are not penalized to allow for working dogs. In the 
face of many affiliate club comments regarding bite, the committee decided to 
remain firm on this issue. It must be remembered when evaluating bite that this is 
not merely a function of the set of the teeth but also involves the structure of the 
entire jaw assembly. Variation from the ideal scissors bite involves changes in 
proportion between upper and lower jaws and changes in the set of the jawbone 
into the skull. These changes in addition to leading to problems in functioning, 
also change the appearance of the head and, in turn, breed character. While it is 
true there are currently in the breed many good dogs with level bites the 
committee chose to retain the level bite as a fault as it is a deviation from the ideal. 
It is listed as a fault to distinguish it from the unacceptable undershot bite for 
purposes of clarity. The committee believed that leniency in the matter of bite 
would lead to a proliferation of bad bites in the breed. (Note: At the National 
Meeting held 11/28/75, the ASCA Board voted to change the committee's 
disqualification of all overshot bites to disqualify bites over 1/8th inch overshot).

(B) EYES: Attention not normally given to pupils in breed standards Is given here 
because of the prevalence of eye' defects, in the breed.
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(C) EARS: The means of measuring the ear is included to give clarity to the term 
moderate size. Ear's breaking from: ¼ to ½ above the base are ideal, imparting 
more typical Aussie character. As ears approach ¾ erect, they more clearly 
resemble the tuliped ear of the Collie which Is not characteristic of the Aussie. 
Ears breaking ¼ above the base are believed to include those ears which many 
affiliates described as "breaking at the base" 'because in order for there to be a 
"break" (unlike hound ears which do not break), there must be some rise to the car 
leather. Prick and hound-type ears are severely faulted for detracting significantly 
from breed character but are not disqualified because of the relative unimportance 
of earset compared to structural soundness. Description of the ears folding into 
the frill while in repose is unnecessary because this feature is a natural 
phenomenon of soft eared dogs.

NECK AND BODY: Neck firm and clean implies free from throatiness and loose 
folds of skin. The words "at a natural foursquare stance", are added because it is 
the natural stance for the Aussie and defines how the dog will be shown, preventing 
possible faults to be camouflaged with an unnatural stance. The thirty degree angle 
of the croup is thought to be about average for the Aussie as well as being 
described as ideal in The Dog in Action, allowing the best compromise between 
the two purposes of the rear assembly, i.e. drawing the feet under the body and 
lifting the center of gravity for quick turns in the beginning of the stride and, 
secondly, delivering power and push by extending the leg in the latter part of the 
stride.

FOREQUARTERS: The description contains the ideal angulation for a tireless 
trot with long reach--indispensable to the Aussie. It was felt necessary to include 
precise angles because there is a tendency in the breed toward steep shoulders, 
creating faulty, inefficient compensations in gait to be described below. The forty-
five degree shoulder as described in The Dog in Action allows for a longer blade 
and gives maximum reach, necessary for absorbing the shock of the stride with 
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least tension. It also allows for more thrust along the line of body travel rather than 
a bobbing action. The ninety degree angle of the humerus to the shoulder blade 
allows for longer humerus also facilitating more power and greater ability 
to .absorb shock, as well as, allowing the foreleg to drop straight with vertical 
support of the front assembly passing ideally through the center point of, the 
blade. The slight angle to the pastern then places the weight of the animal directly 
on the heel pad rather than the toes or heel.

The width of the withers is specified at a natural stance for the purpose of clarity 
and to prevent narrow or wide withers from, being camouflaged by raising or 
lowering the dog's head. The two-finger width on a medium sized dog is sufficiently 
narrow for adequate inclination of the blades over well-sprung ribs while allowing 
ample room for muscling between the withers. This description of the 
measurement is one of estimation with a knowledgeable viewer taking into 
consideration variation's in size of fingers and dogs.

HINDQUARTERS: The description of width of hindquarters equal to width of 
forequarters as well as the word "balanced" used throughout the standard describes 
the symmetry of the Aussie and eliminates the need for a special section by that 
name.

It is a popular misconception that the words "corresponding angulation of front 
and rear" mean the angle of shoulder blade to humerus to the stifle. However, both 
The Dog in Action and Dog Steps describe the rear angulation as that between the 
pelvis and femur. This angle of ninety degrees to a thirty-degree pelvis allows for 
adequate bend to the stifle for speed while maintaining endurance. The stifles in 
the Aussie are clearly defined rather than acutely bent--the "well-bent" stifle being 
for speed only and often accompanied by sickle hocks. The moderately bent (well 
defined) stifle allows for sufficient length to both upper and lower thighs for good 
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leg action and stride while allowing a moderate bend to the hock joint for the 
metatarsi to drop straight with the pad of the foot directly under the vertical 
center of gravity of the rear assembly.

COAT: Non-typical coats (including short smooth, excessively curly, wiry, etc.) are 
severely faulted as they are felt to be substantially different from the desired Aussie 
coat-both in appearance and protection from the elements. The greater amount of 
ruff in males is partly what gives them a more masculine appearance. Reference to 
another breed, as in "Collie coat" has been deleted as it is felt to detract from the 
breed at hand.

COLOR: The combination of breed character and soundness had perhaps a 
stronger influence in this section than any other. The requirement for color over 
eyes and ears and exclusion of white areas on the body other than trim is 
necessitated by the semi-lethal factors associated with the presence of two merling 
genes. At the same time this description eliminates the pattern white (piebald) 
which is not necessarily unsound, but detracts drastically from breed character. It 
also eliminates the albino should it appear in the breed; albinism, and merle white 
should not be confused, albinism being an unsound mutation of total absence of 
pigmentation. The sentences regarding color around eyes and ears and white areas 
together with hairline of the collar sufficiently delineates white trim areas 
eliminating the need to specifically describe them. The liver pigmentation on nose, 
lips and eye-rims of the Red and Red Merle is required because black pigmentation 
on a red dog is evidence of mongrelization. All colors other than those recognized 
are disqualified because they are not typical of the breed, evidence of 
mongrelization, and their acceptance would encourage mongrelization.

GAIT: This is perhaps the area of greatest misinformation in the breed. The 
peculiar "flip” to the front feet, while typical of the breed (and perhaps promoted 
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more from the motivation of having a unique breed rather than a correct one), is a 
faulty compensation for a rear overdriving a weak, straight-shouldered front. This 
"flip" is commonly known in dogdom as padding, an attempt to delay the impact of 
the front feet on the ground so they won't be clipped by the rear feet.

Another misconception is that the Aussie moves with his feet foursquare rather 
than converging toward the center line as speed increases. This type of movement 
is clumsy and inefficient because the center of gravity shifts from side to side 
creating lateral displacement of the center of gravity, which requires excess energy 
for the dog to maintain forward motion. Whereas, when the feet converge toward 
the centerline, the center of gravity is nearer the centerline so the dog does not 
have to use as much force to maintain forward motion. Feet converging toward the 
centerline is characterized by the legs traveling in a place from shoulder and hip 
joint to pad with no interference of the passing legs with each other. Another 
reason converging is desirable is for the purpose of agility; a dog does not turn by 
pulling himself around but rather by drawing the legs under 'the body to the' center 
line of gravity and, pushing himself around, pivots on the centerline. '

Many of the affiliate proposals required the Aussie to move with the head below 
the shoulders. This is a faulty compensation for weak, muscling between the 
withers and is not to be confused with a dog deliberately dropping its head while 
working.

SIZE: These specifications do not decrease overall range but do acknowledge a 
differentiation' between males and females. A two-inch differentiation is generally 
recognized as necessary for maintaining size. In establishing the three-inch span 
for each sex, a statistical study was done with a sample size of 85 dogs. The study 
revealed the size spans chosen were ideal, with the spans encompassing 95% of the 
sample in a normal bell-curve distribution with the greater number of dogs falling 
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in the middle. The statistician informed the committee that our size ranges were 
the most ideal and the distribution the best he had seen in an animaI.related study. 
He cautioned us, however, that to eliminate the other 5% falling outside of the 
range on either side would eventually cause a disruption in the distribution as these 
individuals are necessary In order to maintain the range. Thus preferred sizes, but 
no disqualifying sizes, are stated. Also disqualifying sizes are believed to be 
unnecessary as agility and working efficiency are based more on sound structure 
than size.

OTHER DISQUALIFICATIONS: It is unnecessary to stipulate altered males and 
spayed females as disqualifying because it is understood that the breed ring is for 
the purpose of promoting animals capable of reproduction. This matter is also 
more appropriately dealt with when included in show rules. Monorchidism and 
cryptorchidism are included as disqualifications because they are serious 
hereditary, naturally occurring faults.

A judging' synopsis is unnecessary if a breed standard is adequately written. Point 
scale is deleted per AKC guidelines.

_________________________________________________________________________

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD BREED STANDARD

Effective Nov. 29, 1975

(Temporary approval by. ASCofA Board of Directors)
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GENERAL APPEARANCE: The Australian Shepherd is a well-balanced dog of 
medium size and bone. He is attentive and animated, showing strength and 
stamina combined with unusual agility. Slightly longer than tall, he has a coat of 
moderate length and coarseness with coloring that offers variety and individuality 
in each specimen. An identifying characteristic is his natural or docked bobtail. In 
each sex, masculinity or femininity is well defined.

CHARACTER: The Australian Shepherd is intelligent, primarily a working dog of 
strong herding and guardian instincts. He is an exceptional companion. He is 
versatile and easily trained, performing his assigned tasks with great style and 
enthusiasm. He is. Reserved with strangers but does not exhibit shyness. Although 
an aggressive, authoritative worker, viciousness toward people or animals is 
intolerable.

HEAD: Clean-cut, strong, dry and in proportion to the body. The topskull is flat to 
slightly rounded, its length and width each equal to the length of the muzzle which 
is in balance and proportioned to the rest of the head. The muzzle tapers slightly 
to a rounded tip. The stop is moderate but well defined.

(A) TEETH: A full complement of strong white teeth meet in a scissors bite. An 
even bite is a fault. Teeth broken or missing by accident are not penalized.

Disqualifications: Undershot bites; overshot bites exceeding 1/8 inches.

(B) EYES Very expressive, showing attentiveness and intelligence. Clear, almond-
shaped, and of moderate size, set a little obliquely, neither prominent nor sunken, 
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with pupils dark, well defined and perfectly positioned. Color is brown, blue, 
amber, or any variation or combination including flecks and marbling.

(C) EARS: Set on high at the side of the head, triangular and slightly rounded at 
the tip, of moderate size with length measured by bringing the tip of the ear 
around to the inside corner of the eye.. The ears, at full attention, break slightly 
forward and over from one-quarter (1/4) to one-half (1/2) above the base. Prick ears 
and hound-type ears are severe faults.

NECK AND BODY: The neck is firm, clean and in proportion to the body. It is of 
medium length and slightly arched at the crest, setting well into the shoulders. The 
body is firm and muscular. The topline appears level at a natural foursquare stance. 
The chest is deep and strong with ribs well sprung. The loin is strong and broad 
when viewed from the top. The bottom line carries well back with a moderate 
tuck-up. The croup is moderately sloping, the ideal being thirty (30) degrees from 
the horizontal. Tail is straight, not to exceed four (4) inches, natural bobtail or 
docked.

FOREQUARTERS: The shoulder blades (scapula) are long and flat, close set at the 
withers, approximately two fingers width at a natural stance and are well laid back 
at an angle approximating forty-five (45) degrees to the ground. The upper arm 
(humerus) is attached at an approximate right angle to the shoulder line with 
forelegs dropping straight, perpendicular to the ground. The elbow joint is 
equidistant from the ground to the withers. The legs are straight and powerful. 
Pasterns are short, thick and strong, but still flexible, showing a slight angle when 
viewed from the side. Feet are oval shaped, compact, with close-knit, well-arched 
toes. Pads are thick and resilient; nails short and strong. Dewclaws may be 
removed.
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HINDQUARTERS: Width o£ hindquarters approximately equal to the width of 
the forequarters at the shoulders. The angulation of the pelvis and the upper thigh 
(femur) corresponds to the angulation of the shoulder blade and upper arm forming 
an approximate right angle. Stifles are clearly defined, hock joints moderately bent. 
The metatarsi are short, perpendicular to the ground and parallel to each other 
when viewed from the rear. Feet are oval shaped, compact, with close-knit, well-
arched toes. Pads are thick and resilient; nails short and strong. Rear dewclaws are 
removed.

COAT: Of medium texture, straight to slightly wavy, weather resistant, of moderate 
length with an undercoat. The quantity of undercoat varies with climate. Hair is 
short and smooth on the head, outside of ears, front of forelegs and below the 
hocks. Backs of forelegs are moderately feathered; breeches are moderately full. 
There is a moderate mane and frill, more pronounced in dogs than bitches. Non-
typical coats are severe faults.

COLOR: All colors are strong, clear and rich. The recognized colors are blue 
merle, red merle, solid black and solid red, all with or without white and/or copper 
trim with no order of preference. The blue merle and black have full black 
pigmentation on nose, lips and eye-rims; the red merle and red have full liver 
pigmentation on nose, lips and eye-rims. On all colors, both ears and eyes are 
surrounded and covered with color other than white. The hairline of a white collar 
does not exceed the point of the withers.

Disqualifications: Other then recognized colors. Eyes and ears not entirely 
surrounded and covered with color other than white. White areas on the body 
other then trim. Dudley (flesh-colored) nose.
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GAIT: Smooth, free and easy, exhibiting agility of movement with a well-balanced, 
ground-covering stride. Fore and hind legs move straight and parallel with the 
center line of the body; as' speed increases, the feet, both front and rear, converge 
toward the center line of gravity of the dog, while the topline remains firm and 
level.

SIZE: Preferred height at the withers for males is 20 - 23 inches; that for females is 
18 - 21 inches, however, quality is not to be sacrificed in favor of size.

Other disqualifications: Monorchidism and cryptorchidism

_________________________________________________________________________

Australian Shepherd Club of America

SUPPLEMENT OF ANNOTATIONS TO THE AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD 
BREED STANDARD©

This supplement is not intended to be part of the Breed Standard. It is merely a 
tool by which the Committee can explain why the Standard is written as it is, so 
the ASC of A membership will understand more clearly on what they are voting 
when the Standard is presented for approval. By the time the Standard is in the 
hands of the membership, it will have been critiqued and reviewed by some of the 
most knowledgeable and well-respected people in dogdom, including judges, 
veterinarians, professional handlers, and the like. Suggestions and comments will 
have been solicited from the Affiliate Clubs on two occasions. The Standard will 
have been rewritten and polished, incorporating appropriate recommendations 
from the above, as well as from the ASC of A Board, until the document presented 
to the membership is what the Committee hopes is the most accurate and 
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representative description of the Breed possible. Hopefully, the Supplement will be 
interesting and informative to all breeders, novice and experienced alike.

Introduction

The basic philosophy underlying the way in which this document is written is that 
a breed standard should be a brief, concise description of the ideal specimen. A 
breed standard is not intended to be a breeding manual for the novice, but rather 
describe the ideal dog for those with a working knowledge of dog terminology. The 
Committee drew heavily on the following literature: The Complete Dog Book, The 
Dog in Action, Dog Steps, and the “AKC Guide for Writing Breed Standards.”

In describing the ideal, it was thought redundant to list all faults as they are 
implied as being contrary to the ideal. It is also implicit that variation from the 
ideal is to be faulted according to the extent of deviation. This is in accordance 
with the “AKC Guideline for Writing Breed Standards.” Only those faults which 
are unique to the breed and/or significantly detract from breed character are 
described. Disqualification is reserved for those things which detract totally from 
desired breed character and/or soundness.

In most cases, when describing matters of measurement, the Committee chose to 
use descriptions of relationship between various parts of the dog rather than 
measurement by inches. This method was believed superior because it emphasizes 
the desirability for the various parts of the animal to be in proportion to one 
another (balance), affords the viewer of the animal the means to estimate easily 
such proportion without resorting to the awkwardness of a measuring stick, and 
allows for slight variation in the size of the respective parts among several dogs 
given a variation in the overall size.
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In writing this Standard, the Committee attempted to produce a description of the 
truly ideal Australian Shepherd without compromise to any faults or fads, 
regardless of how prevalent they might be in our breed today.

ANNOTATIONS

GENERAL APPEARANCE: This section is intended as a visual description of the 
first impression one has of an Australian Shepherd. It includes only those features 
which are apparent at some distance and distinguish the Aussie from other breeds. 
In this section, as well as throughout the Standard, emphasis has been placed on 
the balance and sense of moderation that the Committee believes is indicative of 
the Aussie.

CHARACTER: This section is intended to describe the impression the Aussie 
gives as to personality and temperament. Emphasis has been placed on the working 
aspects and versatility. The breed standard is not the place to brag about our breed. 
Therefore, much of the character material from the Affiliate Club proposals has 
been condensed, and peculiarities not evident in the conformation ring deleted.

HEAD: It was felt necessary to specify the proportion of width and length of 
topskull to muzzle length in order to keep the head in proportion and from 
becoming too long and narrow. It might be noted that in some other breeds where 
definite proportions were not stipulated, one of the first things to be changed as 
the breeds evolved was the head.
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Several of the Affiliate Clubs’ initial proposals specified the toplines of muzzle and 
top skull to lie on parallel planes. Upon close examination, one finds this to be 
untrue. Due to the slight tapering of the muzzle, the toplines of these two features 
are set slightly obliquely. If one examines the heads of the breeds whose standards 
call for parallel planes, most notably setters and pointers, one also finds they call 
for a square, blunt muzzle with a prominent brow and fairly abrupt stop, which 
help to create the appearance of parallel planes. These structural features are not, 
however, typical of the Aussie head whose parts, although well defined, are not 
obviously abrupt but rather blend smoothly from one part to another.

Another common proposal deleted from this Standard is calling for a distinct 
narrowing where the backskull meets the muzzle. Firstly, the natural makeup of 
every dog includes some narrowing where the backskull meets the muzzle and, 
therefore, needs no description. Secondly, a distinct narrowing would give the 
appearance of cheeklines or a snipy muzzle not characteristic of the breed.

A. TEETH: The scissors bite is the true ideal because it is the most functional, 
allowing the animal to grip with a pinching bite and eat without excess wear on the 
teeth. The even bite is acceptable but faulted because it is still functional in terms 
of grip, although somewhat weaker than the scissors bite. With the even bite there 
is more wear on the teeth as well as a tendency toward more breakage of the teeth. 
The overshot and undershot bites are totally dysfunctional in a herding breed as 
well as being very difficult faults to eradicate and are therefore disqualified. Teeth 
missing or broken by accident are not penalized to allow for working dogs.

In the face of many Affiliate Clubs’ comments regarding bite, the Committee 
decided to remain firm on this issue. It must be remembered when evaluating bite 
that this is not merely a function of the set of teeth, but also involves the structure 
of the entire jaw assembly. Variation from the ideal scissors bite involves changes in 
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proportion between upper and lower jaws and changes in the set of the jawbone 
into the skull. These changes, in addition to leading to problems in functioning, 
also changes the appearance of the head and, in turn, breed character. While it is 
true there are currently in the breed many good dogs with level bites, the 
Committee chose to retain the level bite as a fault as it is a variation from the ideal. 
It is listed as a fault to distinguish it from the unacceptable undershot bite for 
purposes of clarity. The Committee believed that leniency in this matter of bite 
would lead to a proliferation of bad bites in the breed. (NOTE: At the national 
meeting held November 28, 1975, the ASC Board voted to change the Committee’s 
disqualification of all overshot bites to disqualify bites over 1/8-inch overshot.)

B. EYES: Attention not normally given to pupils in the breed standards is given 
here because of the prevalence of eye defects in the breed.

C. EARS: The means of measuring the ear is included to give clarity to the term 
moderate size. Ears breaking from a quarter to a half above the base are ideal, 
imparting more typical Aussie character. As ears approach three-quarters erect, 
they more closely resemble the tuliped ear of the Collie which is not characteristic 
of the Aussie. Ears breaking a quarter above the base are believed to include those 
ears which many Affiliates described as breaking at the base for in order for there 
to be a break, they are unlike hound ears, which are severely faulted for detracting 
significantly from the breed character but are not disqualified because of the 
relative unimportance of earset compared to structural soundness. Description of 
the ears folding into the frill while in repose is unnecessary because this feature is a 
natural phenomenon of soft-eared dogs.

NECK AND BODY: Neck firm and clean implies free from throatiness and loose 
folds of skin. The Committee included the words at a natural four-square stance 
because it is the natural stance for the Australian Shepherd, and defines how the 
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dog will be shown, preventing possible faults to be camouflaged with an unnatural 
stance. The thirty-degree angle of the croup is about average for the Aussie, and is 
described as ideal in The Dog in Action, allowing the best compromise between 
the two purposes of the rear assembly: drawing the feet under the body thereby 
lifting the center of gravity for quick turns in the beginning of the stride, and 
delivering power and push by extending the leg in the latter part of the stride.

FOREQUARTERS: The description contains the ideal angulation for a tireless 
trot with long reach — indispensable to the Aussie. It was necessary to include 
precise angles because there is a tendency in the breed toward steep shoulders, 
creating faulty, inefficient compensations in gait to be described below. The forty-
five-degree shoulder, as described in The Dog in Action, allows for a longer 
shoulder blade and gives maximum reach, which is necessary for absorbing the 
shock of the stride with the least tension. The forty-five-degree shoulder also 
allows for more thrust along the line of body travel, rather than a bobbing action. 
The ninety-degree angle of the humerus to the shoulder blade allows for a longer 
humerus, also facilitating more power and greater ability to absorb shock, as well as 
allowing the foreleg to drop straight, with the vertical support of the front 
assembly passing ideally through the center point of the shoulder blade. The slight 
angle to the pastern then places the weight of the animal directly on the heel pad, 
rather than the toes or the heel.

The width of the withers is specified at a natural stance in order to provide clarity 
and to prevent narrow or wide withers from being camouflaged by raising or 
lowering the dog’s head. The two-finger width on a medium-sized dog is 
sufficiently narrow for adequate inclination of the blades over well-sprung ribs, 
while allowing ample room for muscling between the withers. This description of 
measurement is one of estimation, with a knowledgeable viewer considering 
variations in size of fingers and dogs.
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HINDQUARTERS: The description of width of hindquarters equal to width of 
forequarters, as well as the word balanced used throughout the Standard, describes 
the symmetry of the Aussie and eliminates the need for a special section by that 
name.

It is a popular misconception that the words corresponding angulation of front and 
rear means the angle of shoulder blade to the angle of the humerus to the stifle. 
However, both The Dog in Action and Dog Steps describe the rear angulation as 
that between the pelvis and the femur. This angle of ninety degrees to a thirty-
degree pelvis allows for adequate bend to the stifle for speed while maintaining 
endurance. The stifles in the Aussie are clearly defined rather than acutely bent, the 
well-bent stifle being for speed only and often accompanied by sickle hocks. The 
moderately bent (well-defined) stifle allows for sufficient length of both upper and 
lower thighs for good leg action and stride, while allowing a moderate bend to the 
hock joint for the metatarsi to drop straight with the pad of the foot directly under 
the vertical center of gravity of the rear assembly.

COAT: Non-typical coats (including short, smooth, excessively curly, wiry, etc.) are 
severely faulted as they differ substantially from the desired Aussie coat, both in 
appearance and protection from the elements. The greater amount of ruff in males 
is partially what gives them a more masculine appearance. Reference to another 
breed, as in Collie coat, has been deleted as it detracts from the breed at hand.

COLOR: The combination of breed character and soundness perhaps has a 
stronger influence in this section than any other. The requirement for color over 
the eyes and exclusion of white areas on the body other than trim is necessitated 
by the semi-lethal factors associated with the presence of two merling genes 
(double or homozygous merles). Simultaneously, this description eliminates the 
pattern white (piebald), which is not necessarily unsound, but detracts drastically 
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from breed character. It also eliminates the albino, should it appear in the breed. 
Albinism and merle whites should not be confused, albinism being an unsound 
mutation of total absence of pigmentation. The reference to white areas and color 
around the eyes and ears, together with the hairline of the collar, sufficiently 
delineates white trim areas and eliminates the need to describe them specifically. 
The liver pigmentation on the nose, lips, and eye rims of the red and red merle is 
required because black pigmentation on a red dog is evidence of mongrelization. 
All colors other than those recognized are disqualified because they are not typical 
of the breed, may evidence mongrelization, and their acceptance would encourage 
mongrelization.

GAIT: This is perhaps the area of greatest misinformation in the breed. The 
peculiar flip to the front feet, while typical of the breed (and perhaps promoted 
more from the motivation of having a unique breed rather than a correct one), is 
faulty compensation for a rear overdriving a weak, straight-shouldered front. This 
flip is commonly known in dogdom as paddling, an attempt to delay the impact of 
the front feet on the ground so they won’t be clipped by the rear feet.

Another misconception is that the Aussie moves with his feet foursquare, rather 
than converging toward the centerline as speed increases. This type of movement 
is clumsy and inefficient because the center of gravity shifts from side-to-side, 
creating lateral forward motion. Whereas, when the feet converge toward the 
centerline, the center of gravity is nearer the centerline so the dog does not have to 
use as much force to maintain forward motion. Feet converging toward the 
centerline is characterized by the legs traveling in a plane from shoulder and hip 
joint to pad with no interference of the passing legs with each other. Another 
reason converging is desirable is for the purpose of agility; a dog does not turn by 
pulling himself around, but rather by drawing the legs under the body to the 
centerline of gravity and, pushing himself around, pivots on the centerline.
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Many of the Affiliate proposals required the Aussie move with the head below the 
shoulders. This is faulty compensation for weak muscling between the withers and 
is not to be confused with a dog deliberately dropping its head while working.

SIZE: These specifications do not decrease overall range, but do acknowledge a 
differentiation between males and females. A two-inch differentiation is generally 
recognized as necessary for maintaining size. In establishing the three-inch spread 
for each sex, a statistical study was done with sample size of 85 dogs. The study 
revealed the size spans chosen were ideal with the spans encompassing 95 percent 
of the sample in a normal bell curve distribution with the greater number of dogs 
falling in the middle. The statistician informed the Committee that our size ranges 
were the most ideal and the distribution the best he had seen in an animal-related 
study.

He cautioned us, however, that to eliminate the other five percent falling outside 
of the range on either side would eventually cause a disruption in the distribution 
as those individuals are necessary in order to maintain the range. Thus preferred 
sizes, but no disqualifying sizes were stated. Also, disqualifying sizes are believed to 
be unnecessary as agility and working efficiency are based more on sound structure 
than size.

OTHER DISQUALIFICATIONS: It is unnecessary to stipulate altered males and 
spayed females as disqualifying because it is understood that the breed ring is for 
the purpose of promoting animals capable of reproduction. This matter also is 
more appropriately dealt with when included in show rules. Monorchidism and 
cryptorchidism are included as disqualifications because they are serious, 
hereditary, naturally occurring faults.

A judging synopsis is unnecessary if a breed standard is adequately written. Point 
scale is deleted per AKC guidelines.
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©Written and submitted to ASCA membership by the Breed Standard Committee 
in 1976

Differs slightly from ASCA Business Office Copy

_________________________________________________________________________

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD BREED STANDARD

Effective January 15, 1977

GENERAL APPEARANCE: The Australian Shepherd is a well-balanced dog of 
medium size and bone. He is attentive and animated, showing strength and 
stamina combined with unusual agility. Slightly longer than tall, he has a coat of 
moderate length and coarseness with coloring that offers variety and individuality 
in each specimen. An identifying characteristic is his natural or docked bobtail. In 
each sex, masculinity or femininity is well defined.

CHARACTER: The Australian Shepherd is intelligent, primarily a working dog of 
strong herding and guardian instincts. He is an exceptional companion. He is 
versatile and easily trained, performing his assigned tasks with great style and 
enthusiasm. He is reserved with strangers but does not exhibit shyness. Although 
an aggressive, authoritative worker, viciousness toward people or animals is 
intolerable.

HEAD: Clean-cut, strong, dry and in proportion to the body. The topskull is flat to 
slightly rounded, its length and width each equal to the length of the muzzle which 
is in balance and proportioned to the rest of the head. The muzzle tapers slightly 
to a rounded tip. The stop is moderate but well defined.

(A) TEETH: A full compliment of strong, white teeth meet in a scissors bite. An

even bite is a fault. Teeth broken or missing by accident are not penalized.

Disqualification: Undershot bites; overshot bites exceeding 1/8 inches.
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(B) EYES: Very expressive, showing attentiveness and intelligence. Clear,

almond-shaped, and of moderate size, set a little obliquely, neither prominent nor

sunken, with pupils dark, well defined and perfectly positioned. Color is brown,

blue, amber, or any variation or combination including flecks and marbling.

(C) EARS: Set on high at the side of the head, triangular and slightly rounded at

the tip, of moderate size with length measured by bringing the tip of the ear

around to the inside corner of the eye. The ears, at full attention, break slightly

forward and over from one- quarter (1/4) to one-half (1/2) above the base. Prick

ears and hound type ears are severe faults.

NECK AND BODY: The neck is firm, clean and in proportion to the body. It is of 
medium length and slightly arched at the crest, setting well into the shoulders. The 
body is firm and muscular. The topline appears level at a natural foursquare stance. 
The chest is deep and strong with ribs well sprung. The loin is strong and broad 
when viewed from the top. The bottom line carries well back with a moderate 
tuck-up. The croup is moderately sloping, the ideal being thirty (30) degrees from 
the horizontal. Tail is straight, not to exceed four (4) inches, natural bobtail or 
docked.

FOREQUARTERS: The shoulder blades (scapula) are long and flat, close set at the 
withers, approximately two fingers width at a natural stance and are well laid back 
at an angle approximately forty-five (45) degrees to the ground. The upper arm 
(humerus) is attached at an approximate right angle to the shoulder line with 
forelegs dropping straight, perpendicular to the ground. The elbow joint is 
equidistant from the ground to the withers. The legs are straight and powerful. 
Pasterns are short, thick and strong, but still flexible, showing a slight angle when 
viewed from the side. Feet are oval shaped, compact, with close-knit, well-arched 
toes. Pads are thick and resilient; nails short and strong. Dewclaws may be 
removed.
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HINDQUARTERS: Width of hindquarters approximately equal to the width of 
the forequarters at the shoulders. The angulation of the pelvis and upper thigh 
(femur) corresponds to the angulation of the shoulder blade and upper arm forming 
an approximate right angle. Stifles are clearly defined, hock joints moderately bent. 
The metatarsi are short, perpendicular to the ground and parallel to each other 
when viewed from the rear. Feet are oval shaped, compact, with close-knit, well-
arched toes. Pads are thick and resilient; nails short and strong. Rear dewclaws are 
removed.

COAT: Of medium texture, straight to slightly wavy, weather resistant, of moderate

length with an undercoat. The quantity of undercoat varies with climate. Hair is 
short and smooth on the head, outside of ears, front of forelegs and below the 
hocks. Backs of forelegs are moderately feathered; breeches are moderately full. 
There is a moderate mane and frill, more pronounced in dogs than bitches. Non-
typical coats are severe faults.

COLOR: All colors are strong, clear and rich. The recognized colors are blue 
merle, red (liver) merle, solid black, and solid red (liver) all with or without white 
markings and/or tan (copper) points with no order of preference. The blue merle 
and black have black pigmentation on nose, lips and eye-rims. Reds and red merles 
have liver pigmentation on nose, lips and eye rims. Butterfly nose should not be 
faulted under one year of age. On all colors the areas surrounding the ears and eyes 
are dominated by color other than white. The hairline of a white collar does not 
exceed the point at the withers.

 Disqualifications: Other than recognized colors. White body splashes. Dudley 
nose.

GAIT: Smooth, free and easy; exhibiting agility of movement with a well balanced,

ground covering stride. Fore and hind legs move straight and parallel with the 
center  line of the body; as speed increases, the feet, both front and rear, converge 
toward the center line of gravity of the dog, while the topline remains firm and 
level.
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SIZE: Preferred height at the withers for males is 20 to 23 inches; that for females 
is 18 to 21 inches, however, quality is not to be sacrificed in favor of size.

 Other Disqualification: Monorchidism and cryptorchidism. 

_________________________________________________________________________

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD BREED STANDARD

Draft: Febrauary 2003

GENERAL APPEARANCE: The Australian Shepherd is a well-balanced dog of 
medium size and bone. He is attentive and animated, showing strength and 
stamina combined with unusual agility. Slightly longer than tall, he has a coat of 
moderate length and coarseness with coloring that offers variety and individuality 
in each specimen. An identifying characteristic is his natural or docked bobtail. In 
each sex, masculinity or femininity is well defined.

CHARACTER: The Australian Shepherd is intelligent, primarily a working dog of 
strong herding and guardian instincts. He is an exceptional companion. He is 
versatile and easily trained, performing his assigned tasks with great style and 
enthusiasm. He is reserved with strangers but does not exhibit shyness. Although 
an aggressive, authoritative worker, viciousness toward people or animals is 
intolerable.

HEAD: The head of the Australian Shepherd is a reflection of the overall 
moderation needed in a stock dog and is structured to provide maximum 
protection from injury when working livestock. The skin is taut on a head which is 
clean-cut, strong and in proportion to the body. The top skull is flat to slightly 
rounded, its length and width each equal to the length of the muzzle. The muzzle 
is of medium width and depth and tapers gradually to a rounded tip without 
appearing heavy, square or snipy. The stop is moderate but well defined. The lips 
are tight, close fitting, meeting at the mouth line with only a slight overlap and the 
mouth is dry.

(A) TEETH: A full compliment of strong, white teeth meet in a scissors bite.
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Anything other than a scissors bite is considered a fault. Teeth broken or missing

by accident are not penalized. All other missing teeth should be faulted with the

severity increasing with the number that are missing.

Disqualification: Undershot and overshot bites.

(B) EYES: Very expressive, showing attentiveness and intelligence. Clear,

almond-shaped, and of moderate size, set a little obliquely, neither prominent nor

sunken, with pupils dark, well defined and perfectly positioned. Color is brown,

blue, amber, or any variation or combination including flecks and marbling. All

eye colors are acceptable in combination with all coat colors.

Faults: Round eyes, open haws.

(C) EARS: Set on high at the side of the head, triangular and slightly rounded at

the tip, of moderate size with length measured by bringing the tip of the ear

around to the inside corner of the eye. The ears, at full attention, should lift from

one- quarter (1/4) to one-half (1/2) above the base and break forward, and in

addition may break to the side..

Severe faults: Large, heavy, hanging ears; prick ears.

NECK AND BODY: The neck is firm, clean and in proportion to the body. It is of 
medium length and slightly arched at the crest, setting well into the shoulders. The 
body is firm and muscular. The topline appears level at a natural foursquare stance. 
The chest is deep and strong with ribs well sprung. The loin is strong and broad 
when viewed from the top. The bottom line carries well back with a moderate 
tuck-up. The croup is moderately sloping, the ideal being thirty (30) degrees from 
the horizontal. Tail is straight, not to exceed four (4) inches, natural bobtail or 
docked.
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FOREQUARTERS: The shoulder blades (scapula) are long and flat, close set at the 
withers, and are well laid back. The upper arm (humerus) is attached at an 
approximate right angle to the shoulder line with forelegs dropping straight, 
perpendicular to the ground. The elbow joint is equidistant from the ground to the 
withers. The legs are straight and powerful. Pasterns are short, thick and strong, 
but still flexible, showing a slight angle when viewed from the side. Feet are oval 
shaped, compact, with close-knit, well-arched toes. Pads are thick and resilient; 
nails short and strong. Dewclaws may be removed.

HINDQUARTERS: Width of hindquarters approximately equal to the width of 
the forequarters at the shoulders. The angulation of the pelvis and upper thigh 
(femur) corresponds to the angulation of the shoulder blade and upper arm forming 
an approximate right angle. Stifles are clearly defined, hock joints moderately bent. 
The metatarsi are short, perpendicular to the ground and parallel to each other 
when viewed from the rear. Feet are oval shaped, compact, with close-knit, well-
arched toes. Pads are thick and resilient; nails short and strong. Rear dewclaws are 
removed.

COAT: Of medium length and texture, straight to slightly wavy, weather resistant, 
of moderate length with an undercoat. The quantity of undercoat varies with 
climate. Hair is short and smooth on the head, outside of ears, front of forelegs 
and below the hocks. Backs of forelegs are moderately feathered; breeches are 
moderately full. There is a moderate mane and frill, more pronounced in dogs than 
bitches. The Australian Shepherd is a working dog, and is to be shown with a 
natural coat. Trimming of the feet, ears, front and rear pasterns is permissible. 
Whiskers are not trimmed.

Severe faults: Non-typical coats such as collie-like, curly, smooth.

COLOR: All colors are strong, clear and rich. The recognized colors are blue 
merle, red (liver) merle, solid black, and solid red (liver) all with or without white 
markings and/or tan (copper) points with no order of preference. Blacks and blue 
merles have a base color of jet black; reds and red merles have a base color of liver 
(dark reddish brown). Merling is a lighter shade of the base color. The blue merle 
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and black have black pigmentation on nose, lips and eye-rims; the red (liver) merle 
and red (liver) have liver pigmentation on nose, lips and eye rims. The nose must be 
fully pigmented. Small unpigmented areas are not faulted on dogs under one year 
of age. The head is dominated by color other than white. The ears and the area 
around the eyes must be completely surrounded and covered by a color other than 
white. The hairline of a full or partial white collar must not extend into the body 
beyond a line drawn from the point of the withers to the elbow. White may appear 
on the underparts, forelegs and hing legs as trim, but must not extend into the side 
or flank..

Faults: White on the ear or surrounding the eye and ping on the nose and/or eye 
rims must be faulted in proportion to the amount present. All deviations toward 
diluted (lighter) base colors must be faulted. When the entire base color becomes 
so weak that the color cannot be easily identified as red or black then it becomes a 
non-recognized color.

Disqualifications: Other than the four recognized colors. White body splash or 
white extending onto the body past the allowable trim. Dudley (completely 
unpigmented) nose.

GAIT: Smooth, free and easy; exhibiting agility of movement with a well balanced, 
ground covering stride. Fore and hind legs move straight and parallel with the 
center line of the body; as speed increases, the feet, both front and rear, converge 
toward the center line of gravity of the dog, while the topline remains firm and 
level.

SIZE: Preferred height at the withers for males is 20 to 23 inches; that for females 
is 18 to 21 inches, however, quality is not to be sacrificed in favor of size.

 Other Disqualification: Monorchidism and cryptorchidism. 

_________________________________________________________________________
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