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From Our President
Message from our CNASA President, Collin Veinot
Welcome to our summer edition of the CNASA Quarterly for 2020. This year has
turned from being one of our most exciting years for events to a year that we all
must adapt to the turn of events with the current pandemic.

The Covid-19 virus has permanently changed our events for the year. Events are
either cancelled or postponed with no real confidence that any future dates in 2020
will be viable. We unfortunately had to cancel our 2020 National, keeping the
safety of everyone in mind and shortly after many of our other events were
cancelled as well. It is diﬃcult to re-organize an event when we don't have a
timescale to work to. Remember our team is working hard to have our National in
2021, it will be even better, CNASA Nationals, August 6,7,8, 2021 Base de Plein Air
de Ste-Foy, Quebec.

Will we see the transformation of Events? What will events look like post
COVID-19? We will see several phases relaxing the virus containment controls, as
cases go down as we return to a new norm. Many of the current conditions make
event planning very complicated if not completely impracticable. Specifically
prohibiting large groups, non-essential travel, common areas used, social distancing
at all times, sanitation and disinfectant, personal protection equipment (PPE),
hotel rooms, equipment, etc. We will see conditions in which some types of events
will begin, but everything indicates that large gatherings will not likely be possible
well into the later phases of reducing the containment controls. Does this mean
the remainder of this year we won’t be able to have a conformation event or we
adapt it to limit the number of people in a building by group so we can continue?
Are more events going to be outdoors? Obedience and Rally, do you wait in a safe
area before called to enter? Herding and agility may be able to continue as normal
as long as group numbers are with in any guidelines set forth by the government in
5

CNASA Quarterly Summer 2020

the future. The CKC has started to poll it's members for ideas on how to hold
events so we need to get involved and help provide a solution. There may be a new
normal but remember we will be back to being able to enjoy our sport.

We have received all the submissions for the CNASA Top Dog awards for 2019 and
our proud to announce the winners this year. Congratulations to the hard work and
performance our CNASA members had last year. Again congratulations to all the
winners!

Again, as always contact the BOD or your Zone representatives if you have any
inquiries about the club, events, awards, etc. Our club is not only the BOD but
everyone that is a member and is dedicated to our breed. Our club will grow and be
prosperous with its members and volunteers.

As always, CNASA is dedicated to maintaining our breed standard, preserving the
Australian Shepherd characteristics and promoting the Australian Shepherd.

Thank-you,

Collin Veinot

CNASA President
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Zone 2 Report
Wow! The world pandemic has thrown a wrench into our summer, to say the least.
Sure hope you all are keeping safe & healthy. I think today is Day 57.... I am most
thankful for technology, our connection for communication, especially during this
time of physical distancing.
I'm trying to be mindful of the
bombardment of harmful negative
messaging. Service disruptions,
financial uncertainty and lack of
freedom can take it's toll, mentally &
physically. If we can keep some sort
of routine, be kind to ourselves, be
proud of doing the best you can,
navigating each day, we will get
through this. Each of us has a unique
path through and our individual story
to tell.
Let's meet up on the other side,
hopefully soon.

Gina Stetsko
Director Zone 2
Alberta
gindar@shaw.ca
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Zone 3 Report
Greetings from Zone 3
Well I guess the obvious topic would be COVID 19 and the quarantine!
How is it aﬀecting our dogs???
Breeders have been experiencing unprecedented demands for puppies! It has been
crazy! Multiple emails every day. People wanting puppies NOW! That in itself is
concerning. Have these people really thought about getting a dog? Is this just a
distraction because they are bored? Have they really thought through getting an
Aussie?
I send my standard response – I have a pre made General Information Sheet about
my dogs, puppies, how I raise litters, how I place puppies, my price, health
clearances, etc. – but I also ask that they answer 2 questions for me before we
proceed any further…. Why an Aussie??? And, Why a puppy now??? That has
actually shut down 90% of the inquiries. People don’t respond when it’s the
breeder asking the questions. That’s okay with me, it weeds them out quickly.
My next big concern is how are these puppies going to get socialized? I normally
have puppy parties every Sunday when I have a litter, and everyone comes and
plays with puppies. Then I send pups home with a HUGE checklist for socializing.
And a LOT of those checks involve meeting people!
I am a little worried that we are going to have a whole crop of shy and reactive
dogs in 6 months time. Aussies are just not a breed that can skip the socialization
window and come out fine.
One other concern to keep in mind if you have a puppy, or even with your older
dogs, is separation anxiety. Dogs LOVE that we are home! They quickly get used to
being with their family 24/7, and it is going to be a hard transition when we return
to work. If you have a puppy, you need to make sure that you can crate that puppy
away from the family, and that the puppy is relaxed and accepting of that. If your
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older dogs are crated when you are away, practice having them hang out in their
crates every so often so that they don’t lose that skill.
There has been quite a bit of online chatter about when and how shows will restart. If you have been to a dog show, you know that it’s crowded! How could there
possibly be room to social distance in the grooming area? We are jammed in like
sardines and space is at a premium!
Trying to navigate aisleways to get to rings is tough. You are always shoulder to
shoulder, hip to hip. Going in and out of rings involves being bunched up at the
gate, and then passing shoulder to shoulder.
The judge’s exam seems to be the toughest problems to deal with. There have been
suggestions that vary from NO exam, and just judge on movement, to the judges
and exhibitors wearing masks, and hoping for the best. I suspect the final decision
will fall towards wearing masks, so you had better start socializing dogs to strangers
in masks approaching and examining (although using strangers wouldn’t really work
with social distancing…..okay, husbands and kids wearing masks and examining
dogs!).
There have also been quite a few discussions as to what should happen to CKC Top
Dog awards for 2020. Again, a wide range of opinions. Some feel that no awards
should be handed out. Some feel that 2020 points should just be added to 2021
points. And some feel that we just go ahead, and award based on the first 3 months
of the year.
I am in the go ahead and award based on the first 3 months camp. People
competed. They won. It was fair and square. There is no need to add an Asterix (as
some have suggested), the whole world knows what happened in 2020!!!
Do not forget your tick and heartworm treatments! Based on the first few days of
tick season at my house, I am thinking we are going to have a bumper crop of ticks
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Testing is so important! Last year Sheldon came back Lyme positive. He had zero
symptoms, it wasn’t a crazy year for ticks, I wouldn’t have caught it. Luckily, he was
donating blood and they run a tick panel. Yep! Lyme Positive! When we ran bloods
and urine tests on him, we could see that he was losing protein in his urine, so he
was definitely symptomatic. He was treated with doxycycline and recovered. If he
had not been tested, a lot of kidney damage could have occurred before I noticed,
and he could have been a very sick boy.

Stay safe. Stay well. Stay connected.

Shannon Cole
tscole@mymts.net
Shawna Wiebe
kinring@mts.net
Directors Zone 3
MB/SK/NWT
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Zone 4 Report

Hello to all the CNASA members in Zone 4!!
Welcome to these changing and unprecedented times. It has been a pretty rough
couple months with everyone having to deal with Covid-19.

Spring looks like it is finally arriving in Ontario, Well maybe!! Here’s to being more
active, enjoying the warmer days and getting outside with our dogs more. Summer
is right around the corner, so get your grooming tools out and get ready for that
spring shed to start.

As we are all aware, competition has sadly come to a halt in all venues, so there is
not much to report. I’m sure we are all dreaming of the day that we get to go out
and compete with our dogs again and see our dog show extended families we have
missed so much.

Be safe, be well and let’s handle these usual times with aussie focus and
determination.

Lisa Wensley
Zone 4 Director
Ontario & Nunavut
wenlisa@sympatico.ca
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Zone 5 Report
Hello CNASA Members!
Since the events had to be canceled many of our members took advantage of the
confinement to discover other activities to do with their companions including the
Tricks Dog from Do More With Your Dog, here is the list of dogs from Québec
that have obtained titles.

Étant donné que les concours ont dû être annulés plusieurs de nos membres ont
profités du confinement pour découvrir d’autres activités à faire avec leurs
compagnons dont les Tricks Dog de Do More With Your Dog , voici la liste des
chiens du Québec qui ont obtenus des titres.

Amalgam (Catherine Nadeau)
TDCH Amalgam Under The Moonlight ETD ‘’Luna’’- Titre Expert Tricks Dog et
Titre Champion Tricks Dog

Boomrang (Isabelle Giroux)
Bewitched By Boomrang NTD ‘’Tokyo’’ – Titre Novice Tricks Dog SPCH FCC
CH CANGCH Boomrang You’re My Only Hope CDX HT TT MADC AGDC
AGXV AGXJV MSDC RE SD-D DNA-P ‘’ Obiwan’’ - Titre Standard Expert AAC

Kalebaussie (Kathleen Massicotte)
Princess Heart de la colombe Béarnaise ETD ‘’ Sofia’’- Titre Expert Tricks Dog Sir
Caleb de la Genevoise CDX RE ETD ‘’Caleb’’- Titre Expert Tricks Dogs

Kinoak (Jessica Tétrault)
Maily CD RA CGN SGDC ETD TD-ROM BDD DDCH BDF- Titre Expert
Tricks Dog et TD-ROM Arkanya Faithful to Kinoak RN ETD – Titre Expert
Tricks Dog Mirak The Lord of Kinoak RN ETD – Titre Expert Tricks Dog
12
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Akanya Life Is Good EXTR BRONZE, EXS BRONZE, EXJ BRONZE, EXST
BRONZE, AGDC, VBX, ITD Titre Intermédiaire Tricks Dog

TadamAussie ( Karyne Gagné et Marie-Pier Caron)
Tadam’s Cosmic Girl PCD RN ITD -Titre Intermédiaire Tricks Dog
Oxalis Taïka Black Pearl CDI RA CGN DS NTD -Titre Novice Trick Dog
Nashville Melody of Hickory Lake NTD- Titre Novice Tricks Dog
Tadam Uptown Funk You Up ETD Titre ExpertTricks Dog (Copropriété
Cassandre Huot)
Dribble ans smash NTD- Titre Novice Tricks Dog ( Isabelle Boudreault & Etienne
Dery)
Becen Tadam Thunder Ofaplause ITD-Titre Intermédiaire Tricks Dog (copropriété
Emmanuelle vachon)
Tadam Dance All Night Long NTD- Titre Novice Tricks Dog ( Marie-Ève Forget
& Kenny Paquette
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Kathleen Massicotte
Zone 5 Director
Quebec
gervais11@sympatico.ca
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Zone 6 Report
Hello CNASA Members!
I hope that everyone is staying healthy through this pandemic. I'm sure that none
of us ever thought that a virus would come along and shut down the entire world!
But here we are. Hopefully we will be on the other side of this soon.

In the meantime, I see lots of people earning titles virtually online. Do More With
Your Dog has several diﬀerent titles you can submit videos for to earn titles. The
most popular is the Trick Dog titles but they have others, such as Canine
Conditioning titles and Stunt Dog titles that can be earned through video
submissions as well. And for anyone with an AKC registered dog, you can video
your novice rally runs to earn a Rally Novince title...all online. These are great
options for anyone wanting to safely continuing trialing their dog in order to earn
titles.

Stay safe and enjoy your summer! Hope to see you all again soon!

Angela Slauenwhite
Zone 6 Director
Atlantic Provinces
angelaandcollin@hotmail.com
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CNASA's Top Dog Award Winners For 2019

Thank you to Lydine Denzin for the doing the calculations.

Conformation

CKC GCH, MRBIS, MBISS, BPIS, UKC CH, RBIS, BOTB, Northbay’s Rockstar
at Kraftbrewd TD
Owner: Dallas M. Sawyer
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Agility
Ch AGMCh 2 Novacoast Love Conquers All
Owner: Joanne Brassard
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Rally
Ch Crystal Winds Just A Kiss! RAE2
Owner: Janis McCarthy
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Herding

Can Ch WTCH Tucker Creek's Ocean's Eleven RD PATD RN HAscd SDA
Owner Tanya Wheeler
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Juniors

Mackenzie Cole

Congratulations to all of the winners!
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Member Brags:
From Gina Stetsko:
Well, I hope everyone is coping during this pandemic, keeping healthy & safe.
After earning a couple titles in late February at SDDA & UKC Scent trials, both
boys enjoyed romping in our March & April snowfalls. In their down-time Bizi &
Tex have set up Skype to keep in touch with Moms & Dads and are napping A
LOT. During the in-between-time, for the camera, they've worn Birthday hats,
bunny ears for Easter & sniﬀed some Mothers' Day flowers. I decided to fill some
of my time with On Line Trials. It has been interesting and Tex has been very
forgiving with me, having to repeat exercises/routines, while I try to properly
capture them on video. I'm happy that we have these opportunities while we stay
at home. With Spring & Summer 2020 scrapped, it's diﬃcult not to be
disappointed by all the event cancellations. I sure miss the camaraderie and I
definitely look forward to trialing but I'm in no hurry to re-enter society. I guess
we'll keep our fingers crossed until we check back here in the Fall.

Strength & Love
Gina & her boys
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From Carol Gordon:

WR Aussies are proud to announce our Daisy - MillIron R Take Pride Its a
Daisy HIC - has obtained her CKC Grand Championship

25

CNASA Quarterly Summer 2020

26

CNASA Quarterly Summer 2020

CNASA's Summer Aussies
From Gina Stetsko:
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From Donna Kolaski:
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From Sylvia Swaenepoel

From Shannon Cole:
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From Leanne MacKay:
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From Gail Stephens:
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From Theresa Boucher
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Something Else About Aussies!

By Tracy Breckon

TELROCK Australian Shepherds

As a hand spinner, weaver, Aussie owner and former professional all-breed groomer,
hair/fibre and texture are second nature to me. As Aussie owners we are all familiar
with their hair being everywhere, but - have you ever thought of this as a good
thing?!

Many years ago, before I knew how to spin, I had a Keeshond, Ch. Mahnob’s Good
Sport, one of the clients at the grooming shop also had a Keeshond, and she was a
spinner! I had her spin a bag full of Sport’s hair into a beautiful chunky yarn that I
knit into a sweater. The sweater turned out to be too hot to wear - it is now a vest the excess yarn became mittens, a headband and cushion covers. A few years later, a
change of occupation had me learning how to spin. And now, with 6 generously
contributing Aussies I have plenty of fibre to experiment with!

If you are game to try spinning Aussie fibre into yarn for yourself, here’s what to do:

When grooming your dogs, thoroughly line brush and then comb through the
whole coat. Especially save the hair from the pants, flank, belly and rough, where
the undercoat is the longest. Try not to collect the guard hair, as it will cause the
yarn to be prickly. You will soon realize, if you haven’t already, that there is a variety
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of texture in Aussie fibre, and that it won’t take too long before you have a bag
full… or two, to work with.

The task of processing the abundance of hair can seem overwhelming, but it is well
worth it. To begin I separate it out into 100g bags – my 100g bags contain 80g of
Aussie hair and 20g of wool roving – I used Bluefaced Leicester (BFL) in a
commercially prepared roving. The wool will help to secure the shorter dog hair in
your spun yarn, and makes the yarn stronger. One bag at a time, spill out the 100g
of Aussie fibre and wool, and pick apart the hair clumps as they formed while
brushing and combing, combine the hair with the separated wool so that it is
evenly distributed.

I use a small drum carder to further blend the hair and wool, combine the diﬀerent
colours of dog hair, and also get the fibres lined up in the same direction, creating a
roving. The roving is lifted oﬀ the larger drum using 2 - 1/2 “ X 10” dowels and
rolling the fibre into rolags to spin from. Each 100g of fibre produces 18-20 rolags.

Now, hopefully you can spin, have a spinning wheel or a drop spindle, OR know
someone that can do this for you! To make a knitting yarn, you need to ply 2 or
more single yarns together. Therefore, spin 200g, 100g on each of two spools to
make the singles, then ply them together to make one skein of 2 ply yarn. Measure
oﬀ the plied yarn into a 2 yard circumference skein. Tie the skein at 3 points,
securing it so the yarn does not tangle.

Next, you will need to wash the yarn. Luckily, Aussie hair does not have the grease
that raw wool contains, so it is safe to wash it in your kitchen sink without chance
of clogging the drain. Using water as hot as your hands can stand, run a half full
sink and add a bit of Dawn dish soap. Then allow each skein to soak for 20 -30
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minutes – while gently pushing it around to help loosen the dirt. It may take 2 or 3
soakings, refilling the sink with clean water each time, to get all the dirt out –
depending on which dog it is from and their habits! Raising the skein from the
final rinse (without soap) in one hand, gently squeeze out the excess water from

top to bottom with the other, roll the skein in a towel, and squeeze again to
remove even more water. Remove it from the towel and hold the skein in two
hands, one at the top and one at the bottom - with a polarizing tug, give it a quick
‘snap’ two or three times to shock the fibres. The shock helps to straighten some of
the unevenness in the spun yarn and reawaken a little bit of spring in the yarn.
Then hang it up to dry – I use large plastic hangers and weight the skein with
another 1 or 2 hangers at the bottom, keeping the yarn straight as it dries over the
next 2-3 days. Once it is dry it is ready to knit with.

For my first Aussie yarn project I knit a throw blanket that measures 54”X65”, and
weighs approximately 1.5kg (3lb. 4oz). I knit the blanket with the ‘Hurdle’ stitch for
a luxurious texture, and finished it with a garter stitch border all around. The knit
blanket is greatly treasured by the whole family - as it contains the hair of each of
our Aussies, past and present!

For this article documentation I spun and then knit a pair of fingerless mitts, using
only 55g of Aussie/BFL yarn. The fingerless mitts will be donated as an additional
prize at the next CNASA National show!

For those interested in reading further about dogs historically kept as a fibre
source:
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The Royal Ontario Museum collection has a painting from the mid 1800’s by Paul
Kane and titled; ‘A Woman Weaving A Blanket’. The subject is a woman of the
Central Coast Salish First Nations. The painting features a now extinct ‘wool dog’
sitting in the foreground. Wool dogs were kept, and bred specifically for their hair
by the Salish First Nations. The wool dogs’ hair was cut oﬀ or sheared to use in
their spinning and weaving, along with collected mountain goat fibre and other
natural finds. Paul Kane, also the author of; ‘The Wanderings of an Artist among
the Indians of North America from Canada to Vancouver’s Island and Oregon
through the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Territory and Back Again’, created the
painting based on sketches he made throughout his travels.

Paul Kane’s book, mentioned above, is available for reading online through books.google.ca

Google, ‘Salish Wool Dog’ and you will find plenty of sites with information and
photos.

Photos:

This is the drum carder – 2 sizes of drums covered with carding cloth. The cloth is
similar to a slicker brush, only with much heavier backing and thicker pins. The
smaller drum draws in small amounts of fibre at a time, and feeds it onto the larger
drum. The 2 drums rotate in opposite directions. (see next page)
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This photo shows how I use 2 dowels to roll the fibre oﬀ the large drum and form a
rolag – the fibre is now prepared for spinning.
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This photo shows a rolag, and the spun - single ply yarn on the bobbin of the
spinning wheel. Two pieces of yarn tied to the maiden help me keep the thickness
of spun yarn consistent by means of comparison. The top one is a single ply and
the lower one is a two-ply.

60

CNASA Quarterly Summer 2020

The pair of handspun, hand-knit fingerless mitts, and a ball of Aussie/BFL yarn
on the ‘Keeshond’ cushion.
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A photo of Ch. Telrock’s Zippin Star Amigo - ‘Amos’, is a very happy contributor to
the fibre stash!
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Covid 19 And Your Dog
Submitted by Karen Doughty

We are in an incredibly unique time in life when we are supposed to stay home and
avoid contact with other people. What does this mean for your dog? Are they at
risk? Can they catch it and give it to you? Can you get it from them? So many
questions!!

Here is what I found on the web, so hopefully this will help answer some
questions:

A recent CTV article by Graham Slaughter indicates that Canadians shouldn’t
worry about their dog catching COVID-19, but that anyone who has tested
positive should try to limit or avoid contact with their pet as much as possible as a
precaution. There have been a few reports of dogs being infected with COVID-19,
but it is very rare, says infectious disease specialist, Dr. Abdu Skarkawy. And there
has not been any recorded cases of pets infecting their humans. There has been a
reported case of a 17-year-old dog in Hong Kong testing positive and health
oﬃcials said the infection as low-level and was likely human to animal
transmission. Health Canada has gone on record to say that there is no evidence
yet to suggest the coronavirus is being spread by animals here in Canada. Dog
owners must remember that this is not something that will be cured or fixed in a
matter of days. Dogs still need exercise and fresh air. Dog owners should refrain
from walking in large groups and if you need to take your dog to the dog park, you
should still practice safe distancing from other people. Of course, if you or
someone in your home has tested positive for COVID-19 shouldn’t be taking their
dog for a walk until they have tested negative and have recovered. Health Canada is
saying that anyone with COVID-19 should take extra precautions around their
pets and, if at all possible, have another family member take care of them as close
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contact is discouraged. Health Canada is asking people to limit or postpone
importing dogs from overseas. However, since there are no international flights
coming into Canada, importing dogs isn’t possible. 1

The Kennel Club of the UK, they have not had any cases of COVID-19 being past
from human to dog nor do they believe humans can be infected by their dog. The
World Health Organization (WHO) has gone on record to say that there is no
evidence a dog, cat or any pet can transmit COVID-19. The Kennel Club is
suggesting that if you’ve not tested positive for COVID-19, you should bath your
dog more frequently and be sure to wash your hands after being out on a walk with
your pet. 2

So, what can we do to keep our dogs entertained during this self-isolation period?
Of course, the obvious is taking them for walks to burn oﬀ some energy. You could
also try your hand at scent work, play hide and seek – hide treats or a toy in the
house and let them find it. Now would be a great time to try trick training. You can
find information on how to start training, what tricks your dog needs to learn to
get a trick dog title and where to send your videos for someone to witness your dog
doing the tricks to approve the title at Do More With Your Dog! - http://
www.domorewithyourdog.com/trickdog. And, the CKC will recognize the title! At
a time when we can’t go to dog shows, you can still earn titles on your dogs!

1. Excerpts taken from CTV News, published March 24, 2020 and written by
Graham Slaughter, CTVNews.ca Writer
2. Excerpts taken from www.thekennelclub.org.uk, published April 8, 2020.
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Australian Shepherd Genetic Testing
MDR1, CD, DM, PRA…what are all these letters and what do they mean?? Why do breeders test their
Aussies for these things and what do the results mean? Please keep reading to find out!

First, lets list the genetic tests that constitute a full genetic panel of testing for Australian Shepherds as
per Orivet, Animal Genetics and Paw Print.

Orivet suggests testing for CH, CMR1, CEA, CD, DM, HC, HUU, MDR1, PRA-prcd,

Animal Genetics suggests testing for CD, CEA, CMR1, DM, HC, HUU, MDR1, PRA-prcd.

Paw Print suggests testing for CEA, CD, CMO, DM, HC, HUU, MDR1, CMR1, NCL, PRA-prdc,

Great! Now, what does all that mean?? Let us look at each set of letters that all three testing centres
suggest. (**Please note, while I did my best to summarize what the Animal Genetics site said, there are
times I have submitted below text taken word for word).

CRM1 – Multifocal Retinopathy 1 is an inherited disorder of the retina that typically shows up around 11
to 16 weeks of age. CRM1 causes raised blisters or lesions to form on the retina which alters the
appearance of the eye, but usually does not aﬀect the sight. Usually, this will not worsen over time
although there have been cases of dogs having their vision aﬀected due to CRM1. CRM is a recessive
disorder which means the puppy must inherit two copies (one from each parent) to exhibit symptoms. A
dog with one copy is known as a carrier. If two carriers are bred to one another, there is a 25% chance per
puppy that they will develop symptoms of CRM and a 50% chance that they will also be carriers.

CD – Cone Degeneration is a disease that causes degeneration of the retinal cones that respond primarily
to bright daylight. The result is referred to as day blindness. Pups develop day blindness between 8 to 12
weeks of age, which is the age when retinal development is normally completed. Symptoms of CD are
noticeable in bright light and the dog’s vision is usually not aﬀected in dim light. CD is inherited as a
recessive disorder. Dogs with one copy are carriers. Carriers typically do not show any symptoms.
However, they can pass a copy of the mutation on to their oﬀspring. If two carriers are bred, there is a
25% chance each puppy born will develop symptoms of CD.
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CEA – Collie Eye Anomaly. CEA causes abnormal development in the layers of tissue in the eye under the
retina called the choroid. In most cases, CEA is present at birth and can be detected in puppies as young
as 4 to 8 weeks of age. There is no treatment for this disease. Studies have shown that over 70% of rough
and smooth Collies in the US and Great Britain have at least one copy of CEA. While CEA is most
prevalent in Collies, it has appeared in Aussies and other herding dogs.

DM – Degenerative Myelopathy is a progressive neurological disorder that aﬀects the spinal cord of dogs.
Dogs that have inherited two copies can experience breakdown of

the cells responsible for sending and receiving signals from the brain resulting in neurological symptoms.
This often begins with an unsteady gait and the dog may look like it is wobbling when it attempts to walk.
As the disease progresses, the dog’s hind legs will weaken and eventually cause the dog to not be able to
walk at all. DM will move up the body and if not treated and the disease is allowed to progress, the dog
will eventually lose its bladder control and their front legs will become aﬀected as well. Studies show there
is no pain associated with DM. Onset of DM usually occurs later in life starting around 10 to 12 years of
age. However, some dogs may begin experiencing symptoms much earlier. Some dogs who have two
copies of this mutation will experience no symptoms at all. This means that while the dog does have the
DM mutation, it does not aﬀect each dog.

HC – Hereditary Cataracts are a clouding of the lens of the eye usually caused by a breakdown of the
tissue in the eye. This condition results in the dog’s inability to see clearly and can cause total blindness. A
mutation in the HSF4 gene causes this type of cataracts in several breeds of dogs. The cataracts usually
start small and grow progressively. The speed of growth is not constant, meaning one dog could have
cataracts and it does not aﬀect their vision for years, while other dogs could be totally blind within
months. Dogs can have corrective surgery for this but at times it is not always eﬀective. A mutation of the
HSF4 gene is linked to a form of HC in Aussies. Dog owners should know, however, that not all cataracts
are hereditary. Cataracts can also be caused by old age or by injury.

HUU – Hyperuricosuria. Aussies with this genetic mutation process waste products as uric acid in their
urine. The uric acid forms bladder stones which are quite painful as they move thru the urinary tract. A
dog that has diﬃculty urinating may have HUU. Other signs include blood in the urine or frequent
urination. If the dog cannot pass the stones on their own, surgery will be required as a blocked urinary
tract could be life threatening. Even in the best-case scenario, HUU is painful for your Aussie. Both
parents will need to be carriers of this to pass it on to their puppies. Carriers will not show signs of HUU,
which is why it is important to test for HUU before you breed!!
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MDR1 – Multi-Drug Resistance Gene. There is a protein that is responsible for protecting the brain by
transporting potentially harmful chemicals away. In Aussies, the MDR1 gene causes sensitivity to
Ivermectin, Loperamide and several other common drugs. Dogs with this mutation have a defect in the
protein responsible for transporting certain drugs away from the brain resulting in a buildup of these
toxins. As a result of the accumulation of toxins, the dog can show neurological symptoms such as seizures
and even death. There are many diﬀerent types of drugs that have been reported to cause problems. The
following is a list taken from the Animal Genetics website:

Ivermectin (found in heartworm medications)
Loperamide (Imodium over the counter antidiarrheal agent)
Doxorubicin
Vincristine (anticancer agents)
Cyclosporin (immunosuppressive agent)
Digoxin (heart drug)
Acepromazine (tranquiliser)
Butorphanol ("Bute" pain control)

The following drugs may also cause problems:

Ondansetron
Domperidone
Paclitaxel
Mitoxantrone
Etoposide
Rifampicin
Quinidine
Morphine
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PRA-prdc – Progressive Retinal Atrophy is when the cells of the retina degenerate
and die. Most dogs will not show signs of vision loss until they are 3 – 5 years old.
Complete blindness can occur in older dogs. A dog must have two copies of the
mutated gene to be aﬀected by PRA. A dog can have one copy of the mutation and
not experience any

symptoms of the disease. Dogs with one copy are known as carriers and they can
pass this mutation on to their oﬀspring.

Paw Print Genetics also tests for CMO in their Aussie panel. CMO is
Craniomandibular osteopathy which is an inherited skeletal deformation. Aﬀected
dogs often show symptoms around 4 to 8 months of age with signs of discomfort
when eating and chewing. This is caused by abnormal bone structure. Other signs
include swelling around the jaw, diﬃculty opening their mouth, drooling and
diﬃculty holding food or toys with their mouth. Most cases of CMO are non-fatal
but dogs will be in pain and may be hesitant to eat.

_____________________________________________________________________

All information taken from Animal Genetics website except for the information
for CMO, which came from Paw Print Genetics website. The picture of the drugs
to avoid for MDR1 came from a Google Search and is found on the following
website: gsdpituitarydwarfism.weebly.com

Submitted by Karen Doughty
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25 Fun Indoor Activities For Dogs
Used with permission from tutoryourdog.com

There will be times when you and your dog will be stuck inside. Whether it be a
rainy day or you are sick, these days will be bound to happen. When they do, it’s
good to have some options to entertain your dog indoors so that he doesn’t
become bored. For dogs that are used to being on the go a lot, this is a huge
adjustment. Finding easy indoor activities for dogs can help to keep them thinking
and fill their need for mental stimulation all from the safety of inside your home.

1. Give Your Dog A Snuﬄe Mat
Snuﬄe mats are a great way to entertain a dog. You simply hide your dog’s kibble
or treats in the snuﬄe mat and then he searches through the mat to eat it. These
mats help your dog develop his search and find skills.

2. Give Your Dog A Treat Dispensing Ball
It’s a lot of fun for your dog to use a treat dispensing ball. Your dog has to roll the
ball and as he does, the treats or kibble, will fall out for him to eat. If your dog
inhales his food and you are looking for a way to slow him down, this is also a great
option.

3. Teach Your Dog A New Trick
It’s fun to teach your dog new things, they love it too. If you aren’t sure how to
teach your dog new tricks or want to teach your dog some unique tricks, this dog
tricks and training workbook is excellent. It even comes with a DVD as well. The
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tricks range from easy to hard so no matter what level you are at with your
training, there is something for everyone. Once you have taught your dog enough
tricks, you can apply for a trick dog title (more about this in #19 of our indoor
activities for dogs list).

4. Hide Treats For Your Dog To Find
Your dog will love this game. Hide treats around your living room or around a part
of your house. Then tell your dog to “find it”. You may have to help him find the
first few but once he realizes that there are treats hidden all around, he will have
fun finding and eating them. Make sure that you use smelly treats so that he can
sniﬀ them out.

5. Give Your Dog A Stuﬀed Kong
My dog loves kongs. Our rainy day activities often involved a stuﬀed kong. I use
organic peanut butter in my dog’s kong. If you use peanut butter be careful not to
use a brand that has artificial sweeteners as some of them can be toxic to dogs. The
brand I use contains only organic dry roasted peanuts and sea salt.
Your dog will love to lay around and lick the treat out of the kong. You can freeze it
to make the peanut butter or whatever other treat you put inside, last longer.

6. Make Your Dog Work For His Food
Keep your dog working and he will be happier! My dog doesn’t get his food until he
does something for me. It can be as simple as a sit stay or a more complex trick but
he knows that when it’s meal time he will be asked to work for it.
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If you are training your dog for a new trick or task, you can use part of his meal to
train him. My dog loves working for his food. This will also slow down a dog who
typically inhales their food.

7. Play A Game Of Hide And Seek
I think that I love this game just as much as my dog does, it’s one of my favorite
indoor activities for dogs. We play this one a lot. When he is busy doing something
I sneak oﬀ and hide. I then call his name and he goes looking for me. It’s a lot of
fun to watch him search the house to see where I am hiding. When he finds me he
gets rewarded with verbal praise as well as a treat.

Once your dog gets used to playing this game you can find some really good hiding
spots to keep him searching. If he starts to lose interest call his name until he finds
you. If you have children, they will enjoy this indoor dog game as well.

8. Play A Game Of Fetch
If you have a hallway or a space large enough, you can have a game of fetch with
your dog. Toss a ball or his favorite frisbee or tug toy. Please keep safety in mind
though. If you have slippery floors this is not a good activity for your dog.

9. Play A Game Of Tug
Most dogs love to tug. Use a tug toy and have a good game of tug with your dog.
When you play this game you must have rules so that it doesn’t get out of hand.
You are always the one to end the game of tug and your dog must release the tug
toy to you when you give him the release command.
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10. Give Your Dog A Puzzle Toy
Puzzle toys provide lots of mental stimulation while your dog figures out how to
get the treats. It’s fun to watch them figure out the puzzle, you can really see them
working. They work by hiding treats or kibble in the various comparments and
your dog has to work to get them out so that he can eat them. Interactive dogs toys
and puzzles make great indoor activities for dogs.

11. Teach Your Dog Scent Work
Dogs use their nose on a daily basis so why not put that nose to work! This is a fun
game for your dog and can become useful to you once he knows how to do it. You
can even train your dog to find items around your house. How cool is that!

12. Set Up An Obstacle Course For Your Dog
This can be a lot of fun. Once again pay close attention to your flooring, if it is
slippery make sure that your dog doesn’t have to jump. You can use things around
your home to create an obstacle course for your dog. Be creative and make it fun.
You can even hide treats throughout the obstacle course to make it even better for
your dog. Once he has gone through the obstacle course a few times you can
switch it up and change things around so he can go through a new course. This is
great for mental stimulation as well as physical exercise. If you have kids, they may
enjoy the obstacle course too!

13. Set Up Indoor Agility Courses
If you have a space in your home where you can set up an indoor agility course, you
can have a lot of fun and so will your dog. You can use things that you already have
in your home to make a course or you can buy some lightweight and easy to use
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agility equipment that you can use indoors. Always use care and make sure that the
flooring in the space that you use is not slippery so that your dog doesn’t injure
himself.

14. Rotate Your Dog’s Toys
Rotating your dog’s toys is a great way to keep his toys interesting to him. Having
at least 3 or 4 rotations of dog toys will help to keep your dog from getting bored
of his toys. Rotate his toys weekly to keep him interested. Of course, if he has an
absolute favorite toy, you can let him keep that one during the rotations.

15. Teach Your Dog To Use A Treadmill
When you can’t get outside for your dog to run, a treadmill can be a good
alternative. Once you train your dog to walk on the treadmill it can be a good way
to drain his energy on those days that you just can’t get outside.

16. Give Your Dog A Job
Mental stimulation is important for dogs. You can train your dog to help you
around the house. You can train him to bring you your slippers, help gather up the
laundry or pick up his toys. Your dog will enjoy having a job and it will help you at
the same time.

17. Daily Obedience Lessons
Having daily obedience lessons will help you have a well trained member of your
family. Keep the sessions short, 15 minutes at a time to prevent your dog from
losing interest. Always end your training sessions on a positive note with something
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that your dog can be successful with and always keep training fun and upbeat. This
leaves him looking forward to his next training session.

18. Bake Some Dog Treats
Your dog will not object to this activity! Bake some dog treats, you can use them
for training and also for the snuﬄe mat. There are so many great dog treat recipes
to choose from, my dog loves Apple Carrot Dog Treats.

19. Put A Title On Your Dog
If you are looking for fun indoor activities for dogs, this is a great option! You don’t
have to leave your home to put a title on your dog with Do More With Your Dogs.
You can train and video your dog doing tricks for a Do More With Your Dog trick
dog title and then email them or post them in a facebook group of a trick dog
evaluator. These titles are available for any purebred or mixed breed dog. For more
information, check out the Do More With Your Dog website.

20. DIY A New Toy For Your Dog
This can be a fun project for both you and your dog. There are so many DIY toys
that you can make for your dog and often times you have the supplies that you
need at home already. My favorite DIY dog toy is a rope toy. I cut up old fleece
blankets in to 2 inch wide strips and then braid them tightly. Then knot the ends
multiple times. Your dog will love this toy.

21. Blow Bubbles For Your Dog To Chase
Blowing bubbles for your dog can be a lot of fun. He will enjoy trying to catch the
bubbles as they float through the room. This is an activity you can do indoors or
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outdoors with your dog. If you blow bubbles indoors for your dog, be cautious that
the floor doesn’t become slippery.

22. Watch Your Favorite Dog Movie Together
There’s nothing better than curling up on the couch with your dog to watch a
movie. So turn on Netflix or dig out your favorite dog movie DVD and enjoy the
time with your dog. My favorite dog movies are the Air Bud movies!

23. Groom Your Dog
Not every dog requires a lot of grooming but they can all benefit from nail
trimming, a bath and a brushing. Spend some time with your dog giving him a spa
day. He will look and feel so much better afterwards.

24. Give Your Dog A Chew Toy
Dogs love to chew. Giving them something appropriate to chew on will save your
belongings. My dog’s favorite chew toy is the petstages chew toys. This dogwood
chew toy is made with real wood but is safer as it doesn’t splinter as your dog chews
on it. My dog has had this toy for 2 years now and it is still in very good shape.

25. Do Core Strengthening Exercises
Core strengthening is important for everyone, even your dog! There are lots of fun
exercises that you can teach your dog that will strenthen his core muscles. Fitpaws
has a variety of equipment that you can use to exercise your dog, including the
mini fitbones and full sized fitbones pictured below. This is a great way to keep
your dog fit and is one of my dog’s favorite indoor activities for dogs.
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Dilute Color and Dilution Spots
Used with permission from ashgi.org

Dilution, variously called D-locus dilution and maltese dilute, as well as several
breed-specific names, is probably the most common unacceptable color in
Australian Shepherds. A dilute’s color will be slate blue in all the places one would
expect black in dogs who are genetically black or blue merle and roughly the color
of a Weimeraner or a Chesapeake Bay Retriever in the places you would expect
liver in dogs that are genetically liver (red) or liver (red) merle. There will be no
true black or liver spots on a dilute in the coat or on the skin.

Merles can be dilutes. Blue
merles will have slate blue dark
patches on a lighter blue
background amd their noses
and other exposed skin will be
slate blue. Red merle dilutes
have medium-toned dark
patches on a pale background
with pale liver on the nose and
other exposed skin. Given the
extreme variation in red
pigmentation in “normal” reds
and red merles it is possible that a dilute might not be recognized as such. Dilution
aﬀects only the areas of the coat that would have been black or liver. Neither tan
nor white markings are aﬀected.
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The mutation of the MLPH gene which is responsible for dilute color in a number
of other breeds is present in the Aussie. It is a recessive, so both parents of a dilute
must carry the mutation. There is a DNA test, however not every dilute Aussie has
this mutation. Some dilute Australian Shepherds are born dilute but darken as they
mature, often to a point that they are indistinguishable from a normally colored
dog. Not all dilute Aussies have the MLPH dilution and these dogs are likely
among them.

Dilution spots, isolated areas
of dull, rusty color found on
merles, are not the same as
dilution. Merles that have
them tend to produce puppies
that have them, so there is
probably some degree of
inheritance. Researchers
currently think this may be
due to a variation in the merle
gene. Dilution spots are not
disallowed, but they are
considered faulty.
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Tweed Pattern – this multi-shade merle patterning has sometimes been described
as “harlequin,” however this is a poor term because it can cause confusion with the
genetically distinct harlequin pattern seen in Great Danes. It is described in the
scientific literature as “tweed” and therefore that is what is used here. Tweed was
for many years felt to be recessive but it, like dilution spots, may also be due to a
variation in merle. The color of tweed merles is clear, not muddy or rusty like
dilution spots. It isn’t specifically faulted in the standards but because it is rarely
seen in the ring a judge might fault it.
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Recipe Corner
Submitted by Leanne MacKay

Pumpkin & Peanut Butter Dog Treats
Ingredients

· 2 cups flour

· 1 cup canned pumpkin

· 1/2 cup peanut butter

· When using peanut butter in dog treats always check to make sure it doesn’t
contain xylitol. Xylitol is an artificial sweetener that a few brands use and it can be
fatal to dogs. I use natural peanut butter and I found an inexpensive brand at Wal
Mart

Instructions

1. Preheat your oven to 375 F.

2. Mix the pumpkin & peanut butter together in a large bowl.

3. Stir in the flour and combine the mixture into a dough.
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4. Roll out the dough onto a floured surface.

5. Cut into shapes with your favorite cookie cutter.

6. Place treats onto an ungreased baking sheet, about a half inch apart.

7. Bake for 12 minutes in the preheated oven.
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