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C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y

It's always nice to get

submissions from the

membership. We

always need articles

and recipes and love to

hear your brags! The

more we put into our

Quarterly magazine the

better it will be.

If you have any

submissions for the

next edition of the Quarterly,

please feel free to

email them to me.

ALL ADS AND PHOTOS MUST BE IN JPG

FORMAT. 

ADS, BRAGS, ARTICLES SUBMISSIONS,

ETC  CAN BE SENT TO ANGELA

SLAUENWHITE AT

angelaandcollin@hotmail.com

PLEASE SEND CHEQUES TO OUR

TREASURER:

Karen Doughty

80 Warman St,

Alliston, ON

L9R 0B8

E transfers can also be sent to

info@cnasa.ca

FROM THE EDITOR

Angela

"CNASA MEMBERS :

 ONE FULL PAGE COLOUR AD FREE

SECOND FULL PAGE COLOUR AD $5.00

CNASA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

ONE HALF PAGE COLOR AD FREE

SECOND HALF PAGE COLOR AD $5.00

NON MEMBER RATES (SUBJECT TO

APPROVAL) :

ONE FULL PAGE COLOUR AD $20.00

TWO FULL PAGE COLOUR ADS $25.00

HALF PAGE COLOUR AD $15.00

ADVERTISING RATES
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C A N A D I A N  N A T I O N A L  A U S T R A L I A N
S H E P H E R D  A S S O C I A T I O N

President:  Col l in  Veinot

cveinot@msn.com

 

Secretary:  Lee Anne Kel ly

ja lemeer@pei .sympatico.ca

 

Treasurer :  Karen Doughty

kdoughty80@icloud.com

 

Zone 1 Director  (B.C.  & Yukon) :

K im VanBiert

Vanstoneaussies@hotmai l .com

 

Zone 2 Director  (Alberta)

Gina Stetsko g indar@shaw.ca

 

Zone 3 Directors (Manitoba,

Saskatchewan & NWT)

Shannon Cole  tscole@mymts.net

Shawna Wiebe k inr ing@mymts.net

 

Zone 4 Director  (Ontar io  & Nunavut)

L isa Wensley wenl isa65@gmai l .com

 

Zone 6 Director  (At lant ic

Provinces)

Angela  Slauenwhite

angelaandcol l in@hotmai l .com.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
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Message From Our  Club President
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We weathered the storm with event after event cancelled, then rescheduled to be

cancelled again and finally being able to hold our events and get back to the new

norm we have had to deal with. However, what had happened during this time is that

our Breed popularity continued to grow, along with our membership and we continued

to support them throughout these years. We came out stronger. We managed to

host many events, a virtual show, several regionals, herding trials and eventually our

2022 National in St Foy, Quebec, the largest to date. Unfortunately, we haven’t been

able to have Obedience or Rally trials as we lost our ability in 2010. I do hope our new

board and members will take on the challenge of hosting some sanctioned matches,

so we regain our ability to host Obedience and Rally Trials. Remember it’s been since

2010 and I hope we now have the time to work towards our obedience/rally

accreditation.

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

WELCOME TO OUR
WINTER QUARTERLY

Hello CNASA Members!  I have been your

President for the past four years and our

Board has had to weather some

interesting times during this period. I

thought it best to review the past 2 terms

in my final message to the membership as

your President.

Back in 2019, when my first term as

president started, we had no idea what we

were in for. 2019 went smoothly, with

reestablishing regular board meetings and

procedures as well as several events

across the country. Then 2020,  COVID! 
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C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

There is no doubt the Board was and has been divided during the past term, and it has

not been beneficial to the club, or our breed as it made it difficult to make any

progress. The last 2 years have been the most difficult time serving on the board of

any club I’ve ever been involved in. We need to stand up for what is right for our

members and our club. Many issues have arisen over the past 2 years that didn’t

need to be in the public eye as our members entrust the Board to handle them

professionally and confidentially. This doesn’t mean the board is withholding

information, as I have heard many times these past years, the need for

“transparency”.  Personal agendas or emotions need to be put aside as it will affect

your ability to see the difference between right and wrong. The board works hard for

the benefit of members and the club.

So, what’s it like on a board? I thought that I would share some of the bad issues and

some of the good issues that we’ve had to deal with over the past two terms. 

The Bad!

-CNASA has no jurisdiction in any legal case(s) until a judgement is served by a

court, as CKC has no jurisdiction either. Our Board members and club members should

not put themselves in a position to interfere with the judicial system.

-Members cannot be expelled from our club without just cause or just processes.

Lynchings are inappropriate. Stand up for a fair and impartial process. 
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-All Board members need to be able to fulfill their position on the board and take

responsibility for the role. No excuses, stop blaming others, take responsibility and

ownership of the job. 

-A Nomination Committee resigning from their positions with 3 days left in the

nomination process, then nominating each other for positions in our club. If it’s not

covered in the Bylaws, it still doesn’t make it right. Quote from another club:

“Nomination Committee Conflict of Interest” means any situation in which Members

of the Nomination Committee could favour their interests or those of persons with

whom they are connected. “

-Defending what is right at the Board level shouldn’t lead to being threatened to be

sued for libel. If your actions are so bad that you need to use threats of libel to

protect yourself, you need to reconsider your own actions and behaviors.

-Understanding confidentiality and conflict of interest. As a Board of Directors, we

deal with matters that may be confidential. Understanding confidentiality at our board

level and keeping confidentiality is a must. Seeing board matters posted on Facebook

is not the place.

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  8



The Good!

-Reinstated monthly BOD meetings with minutes. Following parliamentary procedures

and Roberts’s Rules of Order. Motions, discussions, and voting.

-First ever Virtual Dog show

-The Membership has grown for the past 4 years along with our breed popularity.

-Vetting potential new members, as required in our bylaws, allowing all CNASA

members to have input. 

-First time the Code of Ethics and Bylaw updated since 2000. Huge accomplishment!

-Financial stability. CNASA has been able to stay financially strong due to the

members’ support and our ability to be strong with event budgeting to ensure our

events don’t loose money. Current balance over twenty-seven thousand,

outstanding!

-CNASA Quarterly has continued to grow and has become more than the newsletter it

once was. 

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  9



-Several regionals hosted across the country over the past year, herding instinct

tests, herding trials and the largest National hosted to date. All our events were well

attended and very successful. 

-First National east of Ontario. We need to give huge credit to all the volunteers that

made this happen and made it so successful. Thank you to Catherine, Kathleen, Nancy

and the rest of their team. We should be proud of these accomplishments.

-The number of volunteers has grown, the most important of all has been the

continued support and involvement of the volunteers in our breed.

As CNASA moves forward and continues to grow, please think of the fancy and not

your own personal gains. Think of the members and do what is right for them and the

breed. Not everything is covered in our Bylaws, the CKC Bylaws or the Code of Ethics.

 A huge part of our responsibility is to educate and inform both the members and the

public. We do not need to clean house, we need to understand how to provide

assistance and education, this has always been a struggle.

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  10



For the future Board of directors please think of these three essential core ethical

principles, Integrity, Ownership, and Respect. Act with Integrity, be honest and have a

strong moral principle, take ownership good or bad and treat people with respect.

Good Luck to everyone in the years come.

Before I go, I'd like to give a huge thank you to our outgoing board members.  Thank

you for your dedication and service to CNASA over the years.  I know that you

volunteered many hours during your time on the board and it was appreciated.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

Collin Veinot

CNASA President

cveinot@msn.com
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ZONE 1

Brit ish Columbia/Yukon

ZONE 1 REPORT
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Wendi offered each team lots of fantastic feedback both during and after each test.

I absolutely loved seeing the dogs interact with the sheep and problem solve! 

I want to thank all the outgoing Board members and Executives for their service over

the past years. Thank you for volunteering your time and energy on behalf of this

Breed that we all love!

I had the pleasure to be a part of the Nominations Committee this term. I would like

to thank Theresa Boucher, Patrick Payette and Jocelyn Ehgoetz for their dedication

to the integrity of the election. The whole committee was wonderful to work with!

Best wishes for a happy Christmas season,

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

GREETINGS TO ALL!
Zone 1 is pleased to say we had a very

successful fundraiser in September!

We were able to raise $300.00 at our

Herding Instinct Evaluation test that took

place at Down The River Farm in Hope BC.

We had a sold-out entry of 30 dogs that

participated! All funds earned will go

towards having a CNASA regional

specialty here in BC next year!

Our evaluator was Wendi Daechsel. Wendi

gave an overview of what she would be

looking to see in the evaluation, as well as

an overview of herding instinct itself. 
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 Kim VanBiert

Director Zone 1

BC/Yukon

Vanstoneaussies@hotmail.com



ZONE 2

Alberta

ZONE 2 REPORT
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now back to normal. 

People are eager to make up for lost time, and 2023 promises to be an exciting year

of productivity & growth. My plan is to keep celebrating, what & where my dogs find

their joy, for another 20 years. Nowadays, I guess it's called 'doing all the things'. LOL

Hope to see you & your dogs out there, too.

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

HELLO CNASA
MEMBERS!

Welcome new members 

I want to welcome the incoming 2023-24

Exec/Board members and thank you all for

making the decision to devote a few years

to our Aussie community. 

Also, my thanks to Exec/Board members

that have decided to leave, or resign, for

your years serving CNASA. 

My few years spent as Zone 2 Rep were

not a typical term with COVID playing

havoc with our lives. Shows & Trials are 
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 Gina Stetsko

Director Zone 2

Alberta

gindar@shaw.ca



ZONE 3

Manitoba,  Saskatchewan &

NWT

ZONE 3 REPORT
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I ring stewarded my first show. I must say that I have a newfound respect for ring

stewards! We had a judge who wanted things moved along quickly, dogs entering the

ring as the last class was leaving, lots of low entry classes, so I was BUSY! Definitely

worth sitting with someone and learning, and then doing one yourself. You do get a

good view of the action if you have a moment to look up! LOL Next on my list is show

secretary. I did a little of the paperwork for this show, but doing it myself is going to

be a challenge!

There were lots of good conversations at the show. How important are down and

backs? Are those (extremely common) close rears acceptable? What about all the

online discussions on excess white? Are the breed standards very clear on what is a

fault, and what is a disqualification? Discussions on grooming always come up. To

trim, or not to trim. Is thinning out, sculpting?

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y

HELLO CNASA
MEMBERS!
Merry Christmas Everyone!

Shows in Manitoba have slowed down for

the winter season. We just had our last big

show - 4 days in Brandon with an ASCA

show. Nice to see all the new Bred By

puppies out! Also nice to see people

supporting ASCA. I'm sure it varies from

region to region, but here on the prairies,

we need everyone's support. We want

every show to have a major in both sexes.

Generally, people help out and enter an

extra dog. And then people help out by

handling those extra dogs!
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C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

I know Aussies earned some new Rally titles in Brandon.

I am hoping that the lucky Canadians who were able to attend Nationals, share their

stories.

We also have a new Provisional Non Regular Breeder Judge on the prairies! Congratulations

to Lydine Denzin. If you are holding an ASCA show and would like to help a provisional judge

out, add some non regular classes, and invite Lydine to come and judge for you!

Christmas is just around the corner.

Make sure you keep an eye on your Christmas chocolate! Chocolate, especially dark

chocolate, is harmful to dogs. Keep some peroxide on hand, and know your vet's

emergency number!

Those brightly wrapped presents with all the lovely bows and string, are quite attractive to

your dogs and cats. An ex pen around the tree and presents is a great way to keep

everything safe. If you do have cats, you might want to skip the ribbon, as they are

especially prone to eating it and you don't need a linear foreign body removal surgery for

Christmas!

Sparkly glass ornaments are delicious to some dogs. Their GI system isn't as fond of

crushed glass. Keep some bread handy, and again, that vet emergency number!

Poinsettias are not as dangerous as people have been led to believe. However, any

ingestion of plants can cause vomiting and/or diarrhea, so best to keep them out of reach.

Christmas parties fill your home with love and cheer, but your dog may not think so! Not all

Aussies are fond of their home being invaded by dozens of strangers. Rather than risk an

incident, your dog might be a lot happier in their own crate, tucked away in a bedroom.

Christmas means food, and lots of it! Remember that grapes are toxic to dogs, as well as

raisins. Mince tarts/pies can be very dangerous. These foods can cause sudden, and acute,

kidney failure. If your dog grabs a grape or a tart, have that peroxide handy, and talk to the

emergency vet.

What to do with that leftover turkey carcass??? Don't give it to the dog!! And if your dogs

are as bad as mine, don't simply put it in the trash. At my house, any leftover bones go

straight out to the garbage container.

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy New Year from our homes to yours!

Shannon Cole

tscole@mymts.net

Shawna Wiebe

kinring@mts.net

Directors Zone 3

MB/SK/NWT 18



ZONE 6

New Brunswick,  Nova

Scotia ,  Pr ince Edward

Is land & Newfoundland

ZONE 6 REPORT
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I am very proud of where I have taken the Quarterly from a club newsletter to an

attractive club online magazine. I'm glad that so many of you enjoyed reading the

Quarterly over these years.I enjoyed creating them for you! I was also webmaster for

the past 7 years and social media manager. I volunteered hundreds, if not thousands

of hours over my 12 year term on the board. 

These past four years, the board has achieved more than we have in years, even with

the restrictions of covid. We once again started having regular meetings, after a few

years with no meetings at all and very little communication, even leaving a huge

situation for this board to deal with involving a herding trial. Despite this rough start,

we were able to accomplish a great deal in these 4 years, including finally updating

the club bylaws which haven’t been updated since CNASA started over 20 years ago.

We had the first CNASA National held east of Ontario. It was the most successful

National in the history of the club, thanks to Catherine, Kathleen, Nancy and all of

their team. 

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

HELLO CNASA
MEMBERS!
I’m very sad to say that this is my last

Quarterly zone report. When I was

approached to become a CNASA board

member 13 years ago, I never dreamed

that I would still be a part of the board

today. I’ve been through 3 presidents and

have seen many board members come and

go. I’ve been through some difficult board

times as well as some that made a

positive impact on the club. 

During my time on the board I became the

Quarterly magazine editor, creating 27

Quarterly magazines over almost 7 years. 
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C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

Why didn’t I offer to stay on as the Zone 6 Director?

21

Plain and simple, I didn’t want to get sued! When I found out that Collin was not

returning as the club President, I decided to step down. Collin is the main reason why

the board members and the club were not sued over the past two years. 

There have been two instances over the past two years that could have involved

legal action taken against the club and the board members. The first happened when

a group of board members initiated a meeting to have another board member

terminated from the club. These people were long term CNASA members and board

members and should have realized that there was nothing in our bylaws at the time to

permit us from terminating memberships unless the member was banned by the CKC

or convicted of animal cruelty, which was not the case. Terminating someone’s

membership without just cause and without anything in our bylaws permitting it,

could have resulted in a lawsuit. This situation was then taken public on Facebook

without giving all of the details, causing drama and putting CNASA in a bad light. 

In the second situation, the board was threatened to be sued because we didn’t

accept someone’s membership application because they did not meet our Code Of

Ethics. We received several lawyer’s letters from the applicant’s lawyer. This person

applies to be a CNASA member almost yearly and has been denied by many boards

over the years.



C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

Another reason I decided to step down is

the drama! While I strongly believe that

communication and transparency with the

membership is a top priority, I do not believe

that CNASA is any place for drama. I believe

that board members should be setting an

example for the membership by

communicating in a respectful and

professional manner.  We all have busy lives

outside of CNASA and no one has time to be

bombarded by emails and Facebook posts.

 

I realize that the past few months

especially, there have been a very high level

of emails being sent through the

membership email list and posts on the

CNASA Members Facebook group. While it

is important for the membership to have a

way to express their concerns, it shouldn’t

affect the entire membership to the point

that some of you are questioning whether

or not you want to renew your membership. 

22

I apologize to those of you who have been frustrated by this. It is important for the

membership to have a way to express their concerns but it should be done in a way

that doesn’t affect the entire membership. One easy way to do this would be for

concerned members to bring their ideas and concerns forward to their zone rep to

bring to the board. This is part of the purpose of having zone reps. They are your

connection to the board! 

My advice for the next board…know the club by-laws inside and out. The by-laws are

the road map of the club and must be followed at all times. Even when there are times

when you may not agree 100% they must be followed. Our personal opinions and

feelings have to be left out of our decisions when it comes to CNASA.



C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  23

This club belongs to you, our CNASA members. We all have a right to have our voices

heard and we all have a right to be treated fairly. I hope that our future board keeps

this in mind. 

The club has come a long way over the past few years and I am very happy to have

been a part of that.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing board for all of their hard

work and dedication to CNASA.  It was a pleasure to work with you!

I wish the 2023/24 board the best of luck and success. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Angela Slauenwhite

Zone 6 Director

Atlantic Provinces

angelaandcollin@hotmail.com





Member Brags
C N A S A ' S
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C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y

FROM 
GINA STETSKO

Tex was healthy, healed

up & cone free by the

September long

weekend and able to

compete in a Calgary

CKC Scent trial where

he earned his Master

Containers & Master

Interiors titles. Mid

September, our 9 year

old was excited to dive

in Lacombe, where Tex

competed in all 3 

disciplines, starting off his NADD 2023 Season with a bang. I was very glad I had taken

the chance, entering him in CARO's Fall Virtual Trial, when he proved how well he can

operate on my right side. His 4 Versatility video runs WOW'd our Judges, earning Tex

his Versatility MCL & Versatility Excellent MCL titles with scores averaging 197 & 199.

By mid October, we were grateful for Regina's Wascana Dog Club volunteers hosting a

CKC Scent trial on Thanksgiving Day weekend where Tex earned his Master Exteriors

title and finished his Scent Detection Championship. The next weekend we surprised

Tex with a return to 'the field' after a 5 year hiatus. Our senior was absolutely thrilled

to Sprint to his Novice title, averaging 38.5KPH. I'm proud to say Tex was 'in the

money' again this year, competing in SDDA's Boneyard Challenge, placing 1st in Level 3

in Alberta. I guess Drastic has been keen for some work, too. LOL At 6 months, he was

introduced to gerbils and was happy to hunt for them in the straw. Then, we played

with some Trick training and Drastic earned 3 titles in one week, Novice, Intermediate

& Advanced. We'll see this winter what else our youngster has an interest in. Merry

Christmas to all see you in a HAPPY 2023 

Gina & her boys 
26



C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

FROM SYLVIA
SWAENPOEL

 Stryker earned his Rally Intermediate Title

Stryker’s Retirement from the Show Ring
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C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

FROM SYLVIA
SWAENPOEL

Journey earned Rally Advanced title
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SUBMITTED BY: 
SHANNON COLE

CNASA held a booster at the Wheat City Kennel Club on November 12, 2022.  The

whole weekend was well attended with a lovely entry of almost 18 Aussies every

day from across the country.  Our judge for the booster was Australian Shepherd

breeder judge Tim Thomas from Australia and he had some nice things to stay

about the quality of Aussies.

Here are a couple of ringside pictures.

CNASA Booster 
Wheat City Kennel Club
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Some brags from the Wheat City Kennel Club and over the year from Zone 3 members:

 

Kinring’s World Wonders of Petra owed by Marie-eve Gagnon obtained her Rally

Novice Title with a 2nd Placement and a 1st Placement in Rally Intermediate



C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  33

CH Kinring’s Act of Valour VN CGN PCD S RI owned by Shannon Cole obtained

her Rally Intermediate with 2 Fourth Placements

Shawna Wiebe’s Deacon CH Kinring’s Believe went WB, BOW and BOB at the

Manitoba Australian Shepherd Club ASCA show.  There was a majors in both

bitches and dogs!



C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  34

By Lydine Denzin

Sheep's Kin Australian Shepherds

Proud of my Sheep's Kin Gang and their accomplishments this summer.  

Snap - Ch Sheep's Kin Freeze Frame earned her CKC Ch in 2 weekends 

Zipper - Ch Sheep's Kin Come Together also earned her CKC Ch in 2 weekends

including a group win and in Brandon at Wheat City she picked up 11 points to

her Grand Ch

Soul - ASCA/CKC Ch Sheep's Kin My Heart & Soul also earned his CKC Ch in 2

weekends

Mason - CKC Ch Sheep's Kin Solid Build earned his CKC Ch in 2 weekends and

also picked up his first 2 points towards his Grand in very tough competition

in Brandon

Tangle - CKC Ch Sheep's Kin Kinda Complicated finished her CKC Ch with

Brittany Stahl doing a great job with her.

Jiffy - ASCA/CKC Ch Sheep's Kin In A Heartbeat tried a new sport and earned

her Sprinters Novice as well

Maestro - ASCA/CKC GCh Sheep's Kin Music Master came out to play for a

few shows and is currently sitting at #5 aussie and #1 owner handled.  

Next year we'll have a few new kids to play with as well!  Looking forward to

bringing out Emmy - Sheep’s Kin And The Winner Is and Taser - Kinring's Simply

Stunning.

Sheeps Kin dogs in action...next page.
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Patrick Payette of Bellbright Australian Shepherds

 

 

At the CNASA Specialty at the Manitoba Canine Association reported Macy CKC CH Khaleesi’s

Saint was awarded the Award of Merit

Finnigan GCH CKC Dream Meadows All American Boy was Select Dog at the

Specialty which finished his Grand Championship



Dogs with excess white markings, sometimes referred to as mismarks, or over-

marked. Australian Shepherds with too much white are usually healthy(exceptions

noted below). There are entire breeds that allow far more white than typical of

Aussies.

The breed standards limit the amount of white markings an Australian Shepherd is

supposed to have. The Australian Shepherd Club of America standard says that

areas around the eyes and ears should be “dominated” by non-white coloring and

that a white collar should not extend beyond the point of the withers with “white

body splashes” listed as a disqualification. The American Kennel Club standard is

very specific: white is limited to locations on the neck (either in part or as a full

collar), chest, legs, muzzle underparts, blaze on head and white extension from

underpart up to four inches, measuring from a horizontal line at the elbow. White on

the head should not predominate, and the eyes must be fully surrounded by color

and pigment. The AKC standard disqualifies “White body splashes, which means

white on body between withers and tail, on sides between elbows and back of

hindquarters in all colors.”

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

Used with permission from ashgi.org

E X C E S S  W H I T E
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These restrictions are not made just to produce a preferred look. Aussies with more

than the allowed amount of white may have certain health and soundness issues.

Offspring of two merle parents which have inherited two copies of the merle gene

almost always have significant defects in eyesight and hearing and they almost

always exhibit more white than is allowed by the standards. Dogs of any color that

have a great deal of white on or around the ears may be deaf in one or both ears. Pink

skin on the eye rims, nose, or muzzle is seen in dogs with excess white and may be

subject to sun damage if the dog spends a lot of time outdoors in sunny

environments,

If a non-merle dog has excess white and at least one of its parents is not merle, the

cause is some combination of spotting genes, which determine the amount of white

trim. Parents of these dogs are carrying the gene(s) that resulted in the

unacceptable markings.
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This is the time of year when you see

social media light up with cute

pictures of dogs visiting Santa. It

inspires us to take our own dog to get

that treasured picture of him with

Santa. But getting that perfect

picture of your dog with Santa isn’t

always as easy as it looks. There are

some things you can do, though, to

make the experience go smoothly and

to increase your chances of getting

that perfect Santa picture that you

imagined.

Have a play session first to tire

out your dog

1.

C N A S A  Q U A R T E R L Y  

7 TIPS TO GET THE BEST HOLIDAY PICTURE
OF YOUR DOG WITH SANTA

U S E D  W I T H  P E R M I S S I O N  F R O M
T U T O R Y O U R D O G . C O M
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How To Get The Best Photo Of

Your Dog With Santa

 

 Santa. A dog bursting full of energy is

going to be all over the place. Your

picture might end up being of your dog

on top of Santa’s head stealing his hat

or getting tangled in Santa’s beard!

This might be entertaining for the

people watching but Santa might not

be impressed. Your dog might end up

on Santa’s naughty list!

If your dog has tons of energy take

him for a run or a good game of fetch

before you take him to get his photo.

This will help to drain some of that

energy and help him settle for a

photo. A calm dog will be much easier

to photograph.

 

If your dog is a bundle of energy, it’s

going to be very hard for him to sit

still long enough for a picture with

2. Have some of your dog’s favorite

treats on hand

Even with a good run or play romp

beforehand, some dogs may not want 



to sit by Santa long enough for a photo. Your dog may have better things to do, like to

see if there are any treats in Santa’s gift bag for him. Your dog may need a bit of

incentive to sit still for a photo with Santa. Take some of his favorite dog treats with

you in case you need them. Ask your dog to sit beside Santa or sit on Santa’s lap if

your dog is small enough. Get his attention and make sure that he knows you have a

reward if he cooperates.

3. Take your dog for a potty break

The last thing anyone needs is their dog lifting their leg on Santa. This is a surefire

way to speed right to the top of Santa’s naughty list. Take your dog for a potty break

right before going for your dog’s photo with Santa. This is especially important for a

young puppy who can’t hold his bladder for very long. If there’s a long line up waiting

for Santa photos, you may even want to get someone to save your spot in line and

then take your puppy out for one last pee before he sees Santa. If your dog is a

submissive urinator, at home photos or outdoor locations might be your best option.
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4. Groom your dog

Santa does not want to pose with a stinky dog! Give your dog a bath before taking him

out for his photo with Santa. This will make him smell better and look better too. If he’s

really dirty, give him two baths. If you don’t want to bathe your dog at home, check out

the local pet stores or groomers in your area to see if they have a pet bath station for

the public to use. This way you have a clean, fresh smelling dog without the mess at

home.

If your dog is a coated breed, trim his paws and any other area that needs to be tidied

for the photo. If you don’t know how to trim your dog, make an appointment with your

dog’s groomer. This way you can get your dog bathed and trimmed al at the same time.

Your dog will then look and smell his best for his Christmas photos.

5. Have Santa come to you

Some dogs might not be able to handle the hussle and bussle of Christmas. If your dog

doesn’t do well with crowds then see if you can find a friend to dress up as Santa to

come to your house to do a Christmas photo of your dog. If your dog doesn’t like

strangers, make sure that it’s someone that he knows dressed up as Santa. You might

even have to show him who is under that Santa suit.
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If your dog doesn’t want to be around Santa, even one that he knows there are other

alternatives. Create a Christmas scene and have your dog sit by it and take a photo.

Or have a Santa doll or ornament in the photo if you want to have a photo of your dog

with Santa. Be creative but always make sure that your dog is comfortable with the

situation.

6. Make sure that Santa is dog friendly

Not all Santas will want to do dog photos. Always check first to make sure that Santa

is ok with dogs. If you are taking your dog to the mall or to a department store for his

Christmas photo, always go ahead of time or call to see if pets are welcome.

There are some places that set up photo opportunities with Santa just for pets.

These places will be the best option to get your Santa photo with your dog. These

places are usually in a dog friendly location and are set up with pets in mind. Some

places to check for Santa photos with pets would be pet stores, grooming shops and

veterinarian clinics. They usually advertise their Santa photos on social media or

signs posted at the location.
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7. Train your dog to sit stay

This is an important one! Of course you can get a nice picture of your dog with Santa

even if he doesn’t know the sit stay command but knowing it makes things so much

easier. Teaching your dog to sit and stay is not only a great command to teach for

getting that perfect photo of your dog with Santa, it is useful all year long. Take a few

weeks and have a short training session each day. It won’t take long at all for your dog

to learn that sit stay means a good treat afterwards.

To teach your dog the sit command, check out our article Teaching Your Dog The Sit

Command. Once your dog knows how to sit you can start adding the stay command to

it. To do this, put your dog on a sit. Take one step back, pause and then return to your

dog and give him a treat. Keep repeating this until you can move back another step

and another. If your dog gets up, simply put him back in his sit where he was origianally

sitting and try again. Once your dog learns that you want him to stay add the word

‘stay’ when you back away from him. Do this 5 or 6 times once or twice a day. Your dog

will quickly catch on to what you are asking.

Knowing your dog is the first step in setting up a positive experience for everyone

when it comes to holiday photos. Holiday photos with Santa don’t have to be

stressful. Keep it fun and follow these 7 tips and you will be sure to get that

shareworthy Christmas photo of your dog that you had envisioned.
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Winter Aussies
C N A S A ' S
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SUBMITTED BY:
 DONNA KOLASKI

When I am old...
I will wear soft gray sweatshirts and a bandana over my silver hair,
and I will spend my social security checks on wine and my dogs.
I will sit in my house on my well-worn chair and listen to my dogs' breathing.
I will sneak out in the middle of a warm summer night and take my dogs for a run, if my old bones will allow.

When people come to call, I will smile and nod as I show them my dogs,
and talk of them and about them......

the ones so beloved of the past and the ones so beloved of today.

I will still work hard cleaning after them, mopping, washing, brushing, and feeding them,
and whispering their names in a soft loving way.
I will be an embarrassment to all, especially my family,
who have not yet found the peace in being free to have dogs as your best friends.

These friends who always wait, at any hour, for your footfall,
and eagerly jump to their feet out of a sound sleep, to greet you as if you are a God.
With warm eyes full of adoring love and hope that you will always stay, I'll hug their big strong necks.
I'll kiss their dear sweet heads,

and whisper in their very special company.
I look in the mirror
and see I am getting old.
This is the kind of person I am,

and have always been.
Loving dogs is easy,
They are part of me.
Please accept me for who I am.
My dogs appreciate my presence in their lives;
they love my presence in their lives.
When I am old this will be important to me.
You will understand when you are old....
if you have dogs to love too.

Author Unknown
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1 egg

1 tbsp blackstrap molasses

1/4 cup smooth peanut butter

1/4 cup room temperature water, stock, or other dog-

friendly liquid

PEANUT BUTTER AND
MOLASSES GINGERBREAD
CHRISTMAS DOG TREAT

CNASA QUARTERLY 

INGREDIENTS
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Preheat your oven to 180C (or local equivalent) and gather together

your baking ingredients and materials.

Combine egg, molasses, peanut butter, liquid and any optional

ingredients in a mixing bowl.

Incrementally add flour, mixing into a cohesive workable dough. The

amount of flour required will vary depending on your individual

ingredients and any optional add-ins or substitutions. Note that if you

are not including the optional ingredients in these treats, you may need

to use a little extra flour. Missed the mark? No worries! You can add a

little bit of extra liquid, a small amount of olive oil, or additional flour to

adjust consistency if/as needed.

Rest dough (optional but recommended).

Roll, cut into desired shapes (see below), and place on a prepared

baking pan.

Bake for approximately 10-15 minutes. Cooking time will vary with

shape/size, so keep an eye on the oven.

Cool before serving and storage.

CNASA QUARTERLY 

DIRECTIONS:

56

Optional: 2 tbsp ground flax or LSA

 Optional: Sprinkle of Ceylon cinnamon and/or ground ginger

Approximately 1 cup of brown rice flour, plus extra for rolling





1/4 cup pureed plain cranberries (I

used frozen cranberries, defrosted,

pureed, then measured)

1/4 cup unsweetened applesauce

1 egg

1 tbsp chia seeds (optional)

1 tsp beetroot powder and 1 tbsp

turmeric powder (both optional

for colour)

1/2 cup finely chopped dry cooked

chicken

Approximately 1 to 1 + 1/4 cups of

brown rice flour, plus additional

flour for rolling

CRANBERRY CHICKEN CHRISTMAS
COOKIE DOG TREATS

CNASA QUARTERLY 

INGREDIENTS
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Preheat your oven to 180C (or local equivalent) and

gather together your baking ingredients and materials.

Combine cranberry puree, applesauce, egg, chia seeds,

beetroot powder, and turmeric powder in a mixing bowl.

Stir in chicken.

Incrementally add flour to form a nice firm workable

dough. As noted above, you may need to use less/more

flour to adjust consistency depending on your specific

ingredients and prep methods. Overshoot? No worries!

You can add a bit of water (or a touch of olive oil) if you

find the mix a bit too dry when you are ready to roll.

Rest dough (optional but recommended).

Roll into small bite-sized balls, place on a prepared baking

tray, and gently flatten with a fork.

Bake at 180C for approximately 10-15 minutes. Keep an

eye on your cooking time – the smaller the treat, the

shorter the baking time. 

Allow to cool before storage and serving

CNASA QUARTERLY 

DIRECTIONS:
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A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR

OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS

FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK AND

FOR A VERY SUCCESSFUL TERM
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